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Collapsing Paradigms 
  

Three times a year I attend Mennonite Mission Network board meetings.  On the last weekend of       
September I participated in meetings in Pittsburgh.  As usual, I was again reminded of the changing    
nature of missions in our world. 
 
Some of us, when we just hear the word “missions,” are inclined to form impressions in our mind that are 
rooted in stereotypes that are, actually, decades old.  But today‟s truth is different and old thinking needs 
to be moved aside. At least in our Mennonite circles, one often hears variation on the theme of “joining in 
the work that God is already doing.”  Another person put it this way, “if your conception of missions is 
rooted in a „we‟ and „they‟ way of thinking and doing missions, then you are simply employing an out-
dated paradigm.” 
 
For years we‟ve noted in Mennonite mission and service environments the collapse of older ways of con-
ceptualizing our missional task.  One of the ways of distinguishing mission workers from service workers 
was that missionaries served long term.  Long term was heading out to one‟s post for a dozen years, if 
not for a life-time.  Short term work was what MCC service workers did.  They would serve for two or 
three years.  But now these distinctions are eroding.  Mission workers don‟t commit, necessarily, for a life
-time.  And MCC workers may serve for longer than two or three years.  Just think of Ken and Kass Seitz, 
who went to Lebanon for five years. 
 
Our mission and service agencies have made space in their programs for real short-term experiences, 
anything from a week to a year.  This didn‟t used to be the case.  But as these kinds of opportunities 
grew in other sectors of North American church life, we Mennonites finally jumped on board.  These were 
once called service trips or assignments but now we are growing increasingly shy about using that word 
“service.”  The oft-heard refrain of the returning worker, heard over and over again, that “I received a 
whole lot more than I gave,” inspires us to use language other than “service” to describe what we do.  Or 
if we do use that word, we try to strip from it all hints of arrogance. 
 
Another collapsing paradigm concerns word and deed.  Our shorthand in the past was that mission      
agencies do the word thing, and our service agencies are all about deeds.  We always knew it was an 
oversimplification but it was a handy way of thinking.  Again, more and more, this old stereotypical way of 
thinking is breaking down. 
 
Even in the old days it was mission workers who were instrumental in building hospitals and schools.  
Today this continues.  Even as mission agencies like our own major in “establishing and equipping     
missional congregations and leaders,” performing practical deeds of compassion is always part of the 
DNA of our work.  In a similar way our primary service agency, MCC, sees itself as very much part of the 
church.  For a long time MCC has aligned its work around the world with Pentecostals and Catholics, 
with Baptists and, of course, with local Mennonite congregations.  This provides a springboard for all 
sorts of deeds of compassion, rooting them in a contextualized expression of the word. 
 
We know that in our own families and in our own church things change.  Sometimes gradually and       
incrementally, and sometimes dramatically, but all the same, things change.  The same can be said of 
missions and for this I am grateful. 

REFLECTIONSREFLECTIONS  

from Steve Penner 
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THOUGHTS... 
 by Barbara Ewy 

2010 VBS Report  
   Meet God on the Mountain was the theme of our Vacation Bible School June 28 to July 2, 2010.  Five Bible stories that took 
place on mountaintops provided the daily themes:  Moses and the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai, Elijah and the prophets 
ƻŦ .ŀŀƭ ƻƴ aƻǳƴǘ IŜǊƳƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ƻƴ aƻǳƴǘ IŜǊƳƻƴΣ  WŜǎǳǎΩǎŜǊƳƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƻƴ 
the Mount of Olives. 
   Each evening students gathered in classrooms, then went as a group to worship.  We enjoyed a daily introduction showing 
ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ .ƛōƭŜ ŘǊŀƳŀΦ  hǳǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛƴǉǳƛǊȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ {ŀǊŀƘ tƻƘƭ ƭŜŘ ǳǎ ƛƴ Řŀƛly 
memory verses and introduced daily themes.  Our offering project through Mennonite Mission Network partnered with 
churches in South Africa to support Kids Clubs there. We collected $44.73 for this project. 
   After worship each group returned to class for a response time and snacks.  Each class participated in two Backpack Adventure       
Activities each evening.  The Early childhood class participated in one each evening.  Adventure activities included nature games 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎŀƳŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊƛƴƎ .ƛōƭŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŎƭƛƳō ŀ άƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ  Lƴ tŜŀŎŜ CƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ 
their feet to produce a giant peace symbol on a sheet.  Mountain geography focused on how mountains are formed. Students 
painted a paper mache mountain (which had been created earlier in Kids Club) and made trees and clay animals to populate it.  
Hiking and orienteering introduced students to skills such as using compasses and identifying animal tracks. 
   In the Art Center younger students made collages from leaves.  Older students used construction paper to create mountain 
ǎŎŜƴŜǎΦ  CƻƻŘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ  Lƴ /ŀƳǇŦƛǊŜ /ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎŀƳǇƭŜŘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ άŎŀƳǇέ ŦƻƻŘǎΦ  aŜŜǘ DƻŘ in 
{ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ  {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ǘŀǎǘŜ άōǳƴƴȅ ŎƘƻǿέΣ ŀ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƻƻŘ ǳǎŜd by 
Indian travelers in South Africa during the days of apartheid. The music center allowed students to use instruments and enjoy 
more of the VBS music.  In Rock art students decorated rocks with crayons and then baked them.  Older students made jewelry 
from rocks. 
   Our VBS this year was enhanced by the presence of a Youth Venture team.  Jill Schmidt of Mennonite Mission Network led a 
team of three young women:  Megan Leary, Rosy Coronado, and Calla Stinson.  During VBS each served as classroom/group 
leaders.  Also new this year was cooperation between our Education Committee and Mission and Service Committee, which 
hosted a neighborhood block party on our campus on the Sunday evening prior to VBS.  This provided us with opportunity to 
invite our neighbors to participate in Bible School. 
  Thirty-nine children and youth were enrolled in VBS this year.  Attendance averaged thirty-three students each evening.  
Classes were offered for preschool (age 3 and up) through junior youth who had just completed eighth grade.  Bible school was 
followed by two weeks of additional Summer Learning Experience (see separate report). 
   Staff included the following: 
Director:  Barbara Ewy; Assistant:  Rudy Valdovinos 
Worship Leader and Drama Director:  Sarah Pohl 
Musicians:  Ro Linscheid, Christy Zimmerman, Dietrich Reimer, Barbara Ewy, Lance  Zimmerman 
Actors & Actresses: FMC/PIM Youth 
Early Childhood Teachers:  Sylvia Gomez  and Beth Pena 
Primary Teachers:  Edith Montano and Calla Stinson  
Middler Teachers:  Laura Penner and Megan Leary 
Junior Youth Teachers: Jill Schmidt and Rosy Coronado 
Snacks:  Alan Ewy, Rudy Valdovinos 
Backpack Adventure Activity Leaders 
1.  Art Center:  Julie Ishamaru 
2.  Campfire Food:  Glena and Steve Penner 
3.  Climb Mt. Sinai (game):  Nick Boldt  and Ben Janzen 
4.  Hiking & Orienteering:  Alex Boldt 
5.  Mountain Geography:  Alan Ewy 
6.  Mountaintop Music:  Ro Linscheid and Christy Zimmerman 
7.  Nature Games:  Andrew Ewy & Peter Boldt 
8.  Peace Footprints:  Daisy Cintora 
9.  Rock Crafts:  Ligia Duran 
10.  Meet God in South Africa (Offering Project):  Barbara Ewy 
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Rinc·n Neo-Anabaptista  
Por: Juan Montes 

Una pastoral de la cultura. Parte # 1.   
 
Nuevas situaciones culturales, nuevos desafíos de evangelización  
 
1. ç El continuo encuentro y confrontaci·n con las culturas es una experiencia que la 
Iglesia ha vivido desde sus comienzos, pues, viene y crece la persona humana el no 
declinar a su plena y verdadera humanidad sino a través de la cultura. Así, la Buena 
Nueva que es el Evangelio de Cristo para todo hombre y todo el hombre, «al mismo 
tiempo hijo y padre de la cultura a la que pertenece», le llega a éste en su propia    
cultura, que impregna su manera de vivir la fe y que a su vez es modelada por ésta. 
«Hoy, a medida que el Evangelio entra en contacto con áreas culturales que han    
permanecido hasta ahora fuera del ámbito de irradiación del cristianismo, se abren 
nuevos cometidos a la inculturación». Al mismo tiempo, las culturas tradicionalmente 
cristianas o impregnadas de tradiciones religiosas milenarias se tambalean. Se trata, 
pues, no sólo de injertar la fe en las culturas, sino también de devolver la vida a un 
mundo descristianizado, cuyas referencias cristianas son a menudo sólo de orden    
cultural. Estas nuevas situaciones culturales a lo largo del mundo se presentan a la 
Iglesia, en el umbral del tercer milenio, como nuevos desafíos\s de evangelización.  
 
Ante estos desafíos de nuestro tiempo,  «dramáticos y al mismo tiempo fascinadores», 
con relación  a la Cultura, deseo compartir un conjunto de convicciones y de propues-
tas concretas, fruto de numerosos intercambios, a lo largo de  37 años de pastorado 
con la idea de ayudar a renovar una pastoral de la cultura. Y como lugar de encuentro 
privilegiado el mensaje de Jesucristo.  
 
En efecto, «toda cultura es un esfuerzo de reflexión sobre el misterio del mundo y en 
particular del hombre: es un modo de expresar la dimensión de la vida humana. El  
corazón de cada cultura está constituido por su acercamiento al más grande de los 
misterios: el misterio de Dios». 
 
1. Una pastoral de la cultura: çuna fe que no se convierte en cultura es una fe no  
acogida en plenitud, no pensada en su totalidad, no vivida con fidelidad».  
 
2. àC·mo acceder al mensaje de la Iglesia a las nuevas culturas, a las formas actuales 
de la inteligencia y de la sensibilidad? ¿Cómo puede la Iglesia de Jesucristo hacerse oír 
por el espíritu moderno, tan orgulloso de sus realizaciones y al mismo tiempo tan    
inquieto por el futuro de la familia humana? »  
 
FE Y CULTURA:  
 LÍNEAS DE ORIENTACIÓN  
1. Mensajera del Mes²as, Cristo, Redentor del hombre, la Iglesia ha adquirido en   
nuestro tiempo una nueva conciencia de la dimensión cultural de la persona y de las 
comunidades humanas. 
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2. No hay cultura si no es del hombre, por el hombre y para el hombre. £sta abarca toda la    
actividad del hombre, su inteligencia y su afecto, su búsqueda de sentido, sus costumbres y 
sus recursos éticos. La cultura es de tal modo connatural al hombre, que la naturaleza de 
éste no alcanza su expresión plena sino mediante la cultura.  
 
3. La propuesta de una pastoral de la cultura consiste en restituir al hombre a su plenitud de 
criatura « a imagen y semejanza de Dios » (Gn 1, 26), sustrayéndolo a la tentación  de   
considerarse independiente del Creador. Así pues, y esta observación es vida para una    
pastoral de la cultura, « no se puede negar que el hombre existe siempre en una cultura 
concreta, pero tampoco se puede negar que el hombre no se agota en esta misma cultura. 
Precisamente esta naturaleza es la medida de la cultura y es la condición para que el     
hombre no sea prisionero de ninguna de sus culturas, sino que defienda su dignidad       
personal viviendo de acuerdo con la verdad profunda de su ser que es en Dios. 
 
La cultura, en su relación esencial con la verdad y el bien, no brota únicamente de la       
experiencia de necesidades, de centros de interés o de exigencias elementales. « La        
dimensión primera y fundamental de la cultura, es la sana moralidad: la cultura moral.  
 
5 ç Las culturas, cuando est§n profundamente enraizadas en lo humano, llevan consigo el 
testimonio del típico del hombre a lo universal » Marcadas por los hombres y de la historia, 
en tensión hacia un cumplimiento, las culturas participan también del pecado de aquéllos y 
requieren por ello el necesario discernimiento por parte de los cristianos. Cuando el Verbo de 
Dios asume en la encarnación la naturaleza humana en su dimensión histórica y concreta, 
excepto el pecado (Heb 4, 15), la purifica y la lleva a su plenitud en el Espíritu Santo.       
Revelándose, Dios abre su corazón a los hombres « con hechos y palabras » y les hace   
descubrir en su lenguaje de hombres los misterios de su amor « para invitarlos a entrar en 
comunión con El »  
 
La buena noticia del Evangelio para las Culturas  
1. Para revelarse, entrar en di§logo con los hombres e invitarlos a la salvaci·n, Dios se ha 
escogido, de entre el amplio abanico de las culturas milenarias nacidas del genio humano, 
un Pueblo, cuya cultura originaria Él la ha penetrado, purificado y fecundado. La historia de 
la Alianza es la del surgimiento de una cultura inspirada por Dios mismo a su pueblo. La   
Sagrada Escritura es el instrumento querido y usado por Dios para revelarse, lo cual la eleva 
a un plano supra cultural. « En la redacción de los libros sagrados, Dios eligió a hombres, 
que utilizó usando de sus propias facultades y medios ». En la Sagrada Escritura, Palabra de 
Dios, que constituye la inculturación originaria de la fe en el Señor, Dios de Abraham, Padre, 
Dios de Jesucristo, « las palabras de Dios, expresadas en lenguas humanas, se han hecho 
semejantes al habla humana »   

 
Continuara en la próxima edición. 

Rinc·n Neo-Anabaptista (cont)  
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LIBRARY NOTES 

New books recently added to the church library : 
  
   Adult-- 
   Remple, Dr. Henry D. 
   From Bolshevik Russia to America 
      A Mennonite Family Story 
   Pinehill Press, 2001 
  
   Loewen, Harry, Editor 
   Road to Freedom 
      Mennonites Escape the Land of Suffering 
   Pandora Press, 2000 
  
   Reader's Digest 
   After Jesus 
      The Triumph of Christianity 
   Reader's Digest Association, 1992 
  
   National Geographic 
   Everyday Life in Bible Times 
   National Geographic Society, 1967 
  
   Foster, Richard J. 
   Celebration of Discipline 
      The Path to Spiritual Growth 
   Harper and Row, 1978 
 

   Reader's Digest 
   The Bible Through the Ages 
   Reader's Digest Association, 1996 

===========================================Book Review  
Henry D. Remple, PH.D., Diplomat in Clinical Psychology of the American Board of Professional    

Psychology, has retired from private practice.  His book, From Bolshevik Russia to America-A          
Mennonite Family Story, describes what happened to a group of German-speaking Mennonites,    
descendants of immigrants who had settled in the Ukraine, who were forced into emigration         
following the ravages of the First World War, the terrors of the subsequent Russian Revolution     

and Civil War, drought and famine. 
  
Henry and a sister were the only two members of a family of six who managed to survive and to, eventually, 
reach America. 
This personal history captures the work of the Mennonite Central Committee in the USA which guaranteed the 
passage across the   Atlantic and travel to individual American families willing to take in the orphaned children. 
  
Paul Toews, Mennonite Historian says of the book, "In reading (the book) one is drawn to reflect on the human 
capacity to transcend difficult experiences, on the capacity to forge a new life in a strange and distant land, on 
the role of an ethno-religious community in  providing for its own, and on the importance of the witness". 
  
The conclusion of the story is that parents who provide their children with loving stability, challenges to study 
and succeed, and strongly shared values in the earliest years of life, well prepare their children to meet         
adversity and to triumph even in the circumstance of  incredible family tragedy. 
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    Reader's Digest 
   Great People of the Bible and How They Lived 
   Reader's Digest Association, 1974 
 
   Miller, Glen E, MD 
   Empowering the Patient 
     How to reduce the cost of healthcare and  
     improve its quality 
   Dog Ear, 2009 
 
   Van Norman, Barbara 
   1001 Mennonights 
   BVN Books, 2008 
 
Children's-- 
   Yolen, Jane and Baker, Leslie 
   Honkers 
   Little, Brown & Co., 1993 
  
   Thomas, Joyce Carol 
   I Have Heard of a Land 
   Joanna Cotler Books, Harper Collins, 1998      
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 Rumblings Around the Campus 
by Paul Reimer, Custodian 

 

 Autumn has begun and the days are getting shorter.  The sun comes up at 7:00 a.m. 

and goes down by 6:30 p.m. 

 The weather is still warm and will continue warm at best all of this week. 

 Last week PG&E cut down the pecan tree in the alley behind the rental 

house.  Karen & Dick Peterson took some of the wood home.  Also, the pecan 

tree on the playground was topped.  There is still wood available in the alley 

and it needs to be cut and split before using it. 

 The grass is not growing as much because of the shorter days and needs 

less water to stay green now. 

 Thatõs all for now.         Paul Reimer  

   

Dear Church Family, 

October is our Mission Emphasis Month. The Mission and Service Committee would like to 

raise funds for three specific projects. 

200 MCC School Kits 

$2,500 for Mennonite Voluntary Service Support 

$500 for a local Spanish language Christian Radio Program 

 

October Plans 

You can make a school kit by putting one together using the materials provided at the 

table at the back of our two worship spaces for a $5 donation. The $5 covers kit materials and  

distribution. The kits will be distributed by MCC to families struggling to afford basic school 

supplies as well as refugee and displaced children. 

During the October 6th Dine Out we will share information about MVS including an      

update from Paul and Sharon Reimer on their son Dietrichõs work in Seattle and, if technology 

permits, a webcam connection to Dietrichõs MVS unit in Seattle. 

Ruben Montes and Jose Mireles from PIM host a 2.5 hour weekly radio program of     

contemporary Christian music and dialog on local channel 1510 AM. We would like to raise $500 

to help subsidize the airtime for their program for a period of 7 months. 

Donations for MVS and the Christian Radio program can be placed in the offering plate, 

sent to the church office, or left at the MVS Evening on October 6th.  Please make checks     

payable to First Mennonite Church, designating òMission Emphasis Monthó. 
 

Thanks for your Support and God Bless. 

 

The Mission and Service Committee 

Karen Peterson, Dorothy Boldt, Ruben Montes, Irma Aguilar, Pauline Aguilar, William Ewy 

and Steve Penner 
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Events in our FMC Family and Beyond~~~ 

Zak Blake swims for the Reedley High School water polo team. 

Merle and Florence Siebert, as well as Joleen, will be attending Bethel Collegeõs Fall Fest on the weekend of 

October 8-10.  They will see grand-daughter (niece) Megan perform in Bethelõs production of òInto the 

Woods.ó  Megan plays the role of Lucinda. 

Dick and Karen Peterson took off for Yellowstone National Park on Thursday, September 30. 

Larry Harder leaves on October 3 for Utah where he will be playing in a menõs slow pitch softball tourna-

ment.  It was at this tournament a year ago that Larry, seeking to stretch a double into a triple, injured his 

knee around second base. 

Thomas Janzen went to the Burning Man Festival and returned safely. 

About fifteen FMCers participated in the second Jericho Walk on Sunday evening, September 19. 

David Hasegawa Jr. gave a lesson on origami making at Sierra View Homes. 

Over Labor Day weekend Josh Milton, Dave Hasegawa, and Don Friesen all encountered back problems. 

Caught in the act of reading:  Mary Beth Janzen just finished Finding Oz: How Frank Baum Discovered the 

Great American Story by Evan I Schwartz. 

Doris Reimerõs son David Reimer married Marta Johnson on August 18 in a Fresno ceremony. 

For the first time ever, Johann Reimer emerged as the champion of the High Heat Hosers Fantasy Baseball 

League. 

Caught in the act of reading:  Jordan Penner is reading Bless me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya. 

Michael Linscheid wears number 17 while playing on the Bethel College soccer team.  The Threshers play 

Friends University on Saturday afternoon, October 9, during Bethelõs Fall Fest. 

Marvin Linscheid is majoring in chemistry at Reedley College. 

Caught in the act of reading:  Georgia Linscheid is reading I am a Hutterite by Mary Ann Kirby. 

Vern and Judy Warkentinõs grand-daughter Kristen Schrag is teaching at the Hopi Mission School.  Kristen 

is serving through Mennonite Voluntary Service. 

Araceli Moreno is in the process of writing her Masterõs thesis for her Masters in Social Work degree at 

Fresno State. 

Brent Auernheimer is an active blogger. 

Alyssa Schrag plays on the Bethel College volleyball team.  Alyssa is Vern and Judy Warkentinõs grand-

daughter. 

The banana split was invented in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

One of the largest crowds ever gathered at the Reedley Peace Centre on September 24 to hear Robert Fisk 

speak.  Fisk is known internationally for his expertise and writing on the Middle East. 

In the years since our church obtained the familiar blue hymnal, we have never once sung òLift up your 

Hearts,ó number 602.  On the other hand, we have sung òBe thou my Vision,ó number 545, twenty-four times. 

Alex Boldt is playing his trumpet in a Reedley College jazz band this Fall. 

Angelica Valdovinos is majoring in computer science at Cal Poly Pomona. 

For a dozen years running, the MYF Frito Boat Booth has been voted, according to local sources, as having 

the best Frito boats in the entire Reedley Fiesta. 

Juan Montes and Paul Reimer recently did some repair work on the swinging bridge in the church playground. 

Sarah Pohl has a leading role in the upcoming Bethel College production of the play òInto the Woods.ó  Sarah 

plays the role of the witch in the drama which will be performed October 8, 9, and 10.  Her rap is one of the 

highlights of the production, according to other cast members. 

Paul and Corinna Ruth recently took in several plays at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival. 

 

(Events in our FMC Family and Beyond continued on page 8) 



 

Krista Patrick, Deeõs grand-daughter, attends an all Mandarin speaking kindergarten in Colorado. 

Kendra Bergen, a senior civil engineering major at Cal Poly, also participates in Christian ministries on the 

San Luis Obispo campus. 

Noticed on Facebook:  Ele Friesen posted some charming pictures from her time in Greece this past      

summer. 

Katy Wall is giving leadership to planning service projects for the thousands of Mennonite youth who will be 

coming to the Pittsburgh Mennonite Church USA Youth Convention in July 2011. 

Caught in the act of reading:  Joleen Siebert is reading Math Doesnõt Suck by Danica McKellar and The Girl 

with the Dragon Tattoo by Stieg Larsson. 

Sara Blake is majoring in biology at Fresno State. 

Steve Penner and Juan Montes will be attending the Pacific Southwest Mennonite Conference pastorsõ   

retreat at Camp Keola October 8-10. 

Caught in the act of reading:  Paul Reimer is reading Mennonite in a Little Black Dress by Rhoda Janzen. 

Baldemar Ambriz is an 8th grader at Grant Middle School.  He also plays football for the Buccaneers.      

Baldemar plays wide receiver and wears number 8. 

Peter Hasegawa is a fan of the New York Jets. 

Louise Auernheimer makes really great zwieback. 

Caught in the act of reading:  Corinna Ruth is reading Pity the Nation: the Abduction of Lebanon by Robert 

Fisk.    

The 2nd Annual Central Valley Golf Tour has reached its mid-point.  The tour resumes on October 11 in    

Lemoore.  Dick Peterson finds himself in first place in the points race. 

Manuel Baretta is learning about diesel engines at Reedley College. 

Caught in the act of reading:  Lance Zimmerman is reading Strawberry Days:  How Internment Destroyed  

a Japanese-American Community by Dave Neiwert. 

Noticed on Facebook:  the AC was not working in Angelica Valdovinosõ classroom at Cal Poly Pomona on   

September 29.  Thatõs not a good thing. 

Caught in the act of reading:  Johann Reimer is reading Benjamin Franklinõs autobiography. 

Daisy Cintora is attending cosmetology school in Selma. 

Jake Harder is spending the first days of October in California attending Growing Healthy Churches  

meetings.  Heõll have time to peek into Reedley before returning home to Guatemala. 

Congratulations to Allen and Georgia Linscheid, the King and Queen of the 2010 Reedley Fiesta! 

Georgierena Harder and daughter Diane get together every Friday morning. 

Ricardo and Jemima Andrade spent most of the summer with family in Mexico. 

Irwin Isaak is the director of Kings Canyon Unifiedõs Scicon program.  Yessica Ambriz helped as a high 

school counselor for the 6th graders at Scicon. 

Ben Janzen is studying civil engineering at Chico State. 

Daleap Hut and other IVEPers are visiting San Francisco on the first weekend of October. 

Peter Boldt will be on the Reedley High stage this Fall performing in the school play ò12 Angry Jurors.ó 

Annette Ewy is a freshman at Fresno State.  She is majoring in business. 

Caught in the act of reading:  Allen Linscheid and Judy Warkentin are reading Delusions of a Dictator by 

William C. Rempel. 

Caught in the act of reading:  Fran Loewen is reading The Judgment of Paris by Ross King. 

Events in our FMC Family and Beyond~~~ (cont.) 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

October Birthdays  

1ñChristine Lichti  

2ñRyan Zimmerman 

3ñWilliam Ewy 

4ñBruce Auernheimer 

4ñJohn Rogalsky 

5ñConnie Krahn  

6ñYasmin Ambriz 

7ñTed Loewen  

9ñMario Serrano  

9ñGracie Rogalsky 

10ñAnnie Compton -Schmidt 

12ñMelaney Wall 

14ñArmando Lara 

14ñRon Rogalsky 

15ñJeannette Ewy  

16ñBarbara Boldt  

16ñJosh Milton  

18ñMary Seale  

19ñDoris Flaming 

20ñPeter Boldt  

20ñDanny Hernandez 

20ñIrvin Isaak 

21ñWendell Rempel 

22ñErika Aguilar  

22ñSheila Bonds  

24ñBrent Auernheimer 

24ñRuth Kohfeld  

25ñRosny Aguilar (Sr.)  

25ñEd Ewy  

26ñJim Compton-Schmidt 

28ñJess Preheim 

30ñJohn Krahn  

30ñBryce Loewen  

November Birthdays 

6ñJerry Linscheid 

7- -Elijah Penner 

8ñPeggy Unruh 

11ñJohn Miller  

13ñDick Peterson 

13ñFrank Riffel  

15ñGeorgierena Harder  

15ñAmanda Minyard 

16ñJoseph Penner 

16ñWayne Zimmerman 

17ñAndy Ewy  

22ñEvaline Preheim 

30ñMark Friesen 

Happy Anniversary  

October Anniversaries 
15ñPaul & Corinna Ruth (60 years) 
18ñJohn & Connie Krahn (47 years) 
22ñJames & Mary Seale (15 years) 

November Anniversaries 
2ñAl & Peggy Unruh (36 years) 
25ñArnie & Melva Ewy (59 years) 
29ñSteve & Glena Penner (35 years) 
30ñJake & Kathleen Krahn (48 years) 
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THE BULLETIN BOARD 

2010 CHURCH DIRECTORY 
Please make the following 
change to your directory: 
 

(none to report this month) 

Prayer Vine  
Connected to the true vine, to ministries across the street and around the world. 

A copy of the Prayer Vine for October is now available to you on the table in the organ entryway.  
November‟s will be available at the end of October.  You can also access the Prayer Vine online 
at www.MennoniteMission.net. 

If there is something you would 
like to post on òThe Bulletin Board,ó 
please call Dee in the church office, 
638-2917, or send her an e-mail at 
fmcreedley@juno.com. 

Do you rejoice with REJOICE everyday?  This conference 

publication is provided for the taking.  In the current is-

sue Ken Seitz (former pastor of FMC) is one of the writers 

with Gordon Houser, Lynn Jost (MB in Fresno) and Susan 

Classen (Director of Cedars of Peace in Kentucky).   

Try it ñyouõll like it!        Ethel harder  

Donõt forget to set 
your clocks back one 
hour on Saturday 
night, November 6 
before you go to 
bed.  
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                   REEDLEY  

                  PEACE CENTER  

                                        CALENDAR 
 

Friday, October 8   **** No meeting due to the following event **** 

Friday, October 7-9  Middle East Conference at CSU Fresno.   

 

Saturday, October 16,  6:30 show at 7pm at the Cedar View Winery Patio, 1384 S Frankwood Ave. north of Reedley 

Reedley Peace Center is sponsoring An Evening with Cerro Negro in benefit of the Save Jesse Morrow Mountain cam-

paign and the Reedley Peace Center.  Cerro Negro is a Fresno based trio whose style is based on a unique coupling of 

traditional elements of Flamenco guitar ñ like using hand-techniques instead of a pick ñ with an exotic Caribbean 

percussion blend of Congas, Cajon, Djembe, Clave, Palmas and passionate vocals. 

 

Friday, October 22,  6:30-8:30 

Speaker: Member Doug Page, formerly a union attorney and currently an active blogger and writer about the US 

economy and other policy.  Topic: Truth vs. Fiction in Economics 

 

Friday, October 29, 6:30-8:30 

Speaker: Ron Schmidt, professor of political science at Cal State Long Beach.  Topic: Undocumented Immigration: 

Moral and Political Dilemmas.  How can we best respond morally and politically to the dilemmas presented by undocu-

mented immigration when (on the one hand) we are called to believe in the moral equality of all human beings, yet (on 

the other hand) we also live in a world divided into nation-states with legal and political boundaries? 

 

Friday, November 5, 6:30-9  through Sunday, November 7, 10:30 AM 

Nonviolence: Engaging Conflict Creatively.  Explore nonviolent living with us in this weekend workshop. We will learn, 

practice, and experiment with nonviolent options for our lives and for a sustainable, just and peaceful world.  This 

workshop is ideal for advocacy organizations, citizen action leagues, campus networks, faith communities, and any 

group seeking to work together to create a society committed to justice, democracy, peace, sustainability and equal-

ity. This is a Pace e Bene workshop with facilitators Peter Ediger and Vanessa Brake. The Friday evening program will 

be preceded by the usual 6:30 meal. 

 

Friday, November 12, 6:30-8:30  

Member Hope Nisly will read her narrative nonfiction With Normal in My Rearview Mirror.  This is an account of 

the author's visit with her son who is in prison in another state. The journey takes her on a visit across the plains and 

into uncomfortable settings, where she meets people and experiences situations that most would consider undesir-

able. In the end, the new experience becomes just that ñ another new experience ñ with unexpected pleasures along 

the way, pleasures that overshadow the pain. This is a journey that articulates questions about how we define what is 

'normal' and what is 'good' in our lives.  This is the work that Hope read on Valley Writers Read early this summer. 

 

Friday, November 19, 6:30-8:30 

Speaker: Lynn MacMichael, longtime peace and justice activist from the bay area. Lynn has visited Israel / Palestine 

numerous times. Topic: What are the Prospects for Peace in Israel/Palestine? 

 

Friday and Saturday, November 26 and 27 

Annual Sweet Home Ranch Open House hosted by Paul and Ruth Buxman and friends. 
 

Friday, December 3, 6:30-8:30 

An Evening With John Dofflemyer.  Dofflemyer is a Cowboy Poet and peace advocate who lives in the Kaweah River 

watershed. He will share his award-winning poetry with us. 
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2010 Summer Learning Experience Report  
by Barbara Ewy  

   Music, water play, Bible stories and drama, ice curling on the sidewalk, puppets, conflict 
solving and decision making were all part of our summer learning experience July 5 
through 16, 2010.  Thirty-six children and youth from kindergarten through eighth grade 
were enrolled in the program which met from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. each weekday.  Average 
attendance was 23 students each day, with a low of twenty and a high of twenty-eight. 
   Each afternoon students gathered in classes and then met for a time of worship which 
included a Bible lesson, music, memory verses and a daily theme.  During the first week 
we worked on conflict resolution skills using the rhyme òStop and think, talk and listen, 
solve it together the Jesusõ wayó to help us remember to choose nonviolence and Jesusõ way 
of solving our problems.  Activities included drama, related stories, art, discussion, games 
and recreation.  Highlights included a Family Feud game between class groups and water 
play on Friday afternoon. 
   During the second week we worked on values that help us make good choices.  Daily 
themes included trust, respect, courage, honesty and kindness.  These were illustrated 
through Bible lessons and real life stories.  Daily Sophieõs Web activities guided students in 
practicing good decision making that includes identifying options and the likely results of 
each possible choice.  Other activities included recreation, values acrostics, drama, water 
play, and a To Tell the Truth game where students guessed which statements were true 
for members of each others classes.  The highlight of the game was identifying which state-
ments were true for which staff members.  We also enjoyed classroom pets as the children 
brought pet turtles from home to share with their respective classes. 
   During the summer learning experience students were divided into three class groups:  
Primary included Kindergarten through Grade 2; Middler included Grades 3 through 5; 
and Junior Youth included grades 6 through 8.  The Junior Youth class participated in  
worship and selected activities with the other groups but was self-contained for a large 
part of the time.  The success of this class was one of the big surprises of the summer, with 
attendance that ranged from six to nine each day. 
   On Saturday, July 10, twenty-seven students and around twenty adults (including     
parents and high school youth) traveled together to Cayucas for a day on the beach.   
Students enjoyed playing in the surf, roasting hot dogs on the beach, and visiting tide 
pools.  The group stopped in Kettleman City for supper on the way back. 
   We were happy for the leadership provided by our Youth Venture team of Jill Schmidt, 
Megan Leary, Rosy Coronado, and Calla Stinson during VBS and the Summer Learning 
Experience.  They brought us energy, enthusiasm, and love for the children.  Their presence 
made the summer learning experience not only possible but very positive for our children 
and junior youth. 
   We are also thankful for local persons who helped make these two weeks possible.     
Additional staff included Laura Penner, Dietrich Reimer, Sarah Pohl, and Barbara Ewy.  
Andy Ewy, Alex Boldt, Nick Boldt, and Peter Boldt helped with recreation.  Others helped 
in supportive ways.  Cathy Ratmeyer provided housing for the Youth Venture team.  
Steve and Glena Penner hosted Jill Schmidt.  Wendell and Aleta Rempel provided a car 
for the team to use.  Bicycles were provided by Alan and Barbara Ewy and Jennie Penner.  
Thanks also to all those who hosted team members in their homes for meals and fellow-
ship. 
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KIDõS CORNER 
 Color Godõs promise 

Color the picture of Noah, the ark, and the rainbow. Remember that the  

rainbow is a sign of Godõs covenant with us! 

What Do You Know about Noah?  
Use your Bible to find answers to these questions.  

The numbers in parentheses are the chapter and verse in Genesis where you can find the answers. 

1. What type of wood did Noah use to build the ark? (6:14)__________________________________ 

2. What did Noah cover the inside and outside of the ark with? (6:14)_____________________________ 

3. How long was the ark? (6:15)__________________________________________________________ 

4. How wide was the ark? (6:15)__________________________________________________________ 

5. How tall was the ark? (6:15)____________________________________________________________ 

6. How many pairs of clean animals did Noah take? (7:2)_______________________________________ 

7. How many pairs of unclean animals did Noah take? (7:2)_____________________________________ 

8. How old was Noah when the rain came? (7:6)______________________________________________ 

9. How long did it rain? (7:12)____________________________________________________________ 

10.Howlong was the earth flooded? (7:24)__________________________________________________ 

11. What bird did Noah send out of the ark first? (8:6-7)________________________________________ 

12. What bird did Noah send out second? (8:8)______________________________________________ 

13. How old was Noah when he left the ark? (8:13)___________________________________________ 

14.What did Noah learn about God from the rainbow in the sky? (9:13-15)__________________________ 
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SUNDAY            TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 

8:45 a.m. Prayer Time in the Library     8 a.m.       Quilting 

9:30 a.m. Christian Education      WEDNESDAY 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services in English & Spanish  9:30 a.m. Young Womenõs  Group 

MONDAY            7:00 p.m.  Kids Club & MYF 

12 noon  AA Meeting          7:00 p.m.    Alabanza y Oración  

TUESDAY            7:30 p.m.    Choir Practice 

6:15 a.m. Anabaptist Prayer Gathering    FRIDAY    

6:00 p.m.    AA Meeting in Spanish      6:30 p.m. Peace Center   

6:00 p.m.    Prayer Meeting in the Basement  
                      

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 
7PM WCMRS 

Corporation 

Meeting 

5 6 
5PM M&S Comm  

6PM Dine Out 

6:30 Trustees 

7 8 
MYF Frito Boat 

Reedley 

 

PSMC Pastors 

9 

Booth at  

Fiesta 

 

Retreat 

10 11 

 

 

 

12 

 

7PM Deacons 

13 14 15 16 

17 

 

2PM Educ Comm 

5PM Immigra-

tion Discussion 

18 19 

 

7PM Council 

20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 

 
7PM Worship 

Committee 

27 28 29 30 

31 
Fall Family Fun 

Festival at RMBC 

5:30PM 

      

October 2010 
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SUNDAY            TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 

8:45 a.m. Prayer Time in the Library     8 a.m.       Quilting 

9:30 a.m. Christian Education      WEDNESDAY 

10:45 a.m. Worship Services in English & Spanish  9:30 a.m. Young Womenõs  Group 

MONDAY            7:00 p.m.  Kids Club & MYF 

12 noon  AA Meeting          7:00 p.m.    Alabanza y Oración  

TUESDAY            7:30 p.m.    Choir Practice 

6:15 a.m. Anabaptist Prayer Gathering    FRIDAY    

6:00 p.m.    AA Meeting in Spanish      6:30 p.m. Peace Center   

6:00 p.m.    Prayer Meeting in the Basement  

November 2010 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 

5PM M&S 

6PM Dine Out 

6:30 Trustees 

4 5 6 
7PM MYF Party 
 

 

Set clocks back 1 

hour 

7 8 9 

 

 

7PM Deacons 

10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 

 

 

7PM Council 

17 18 19 20 

21 

LOYALTY 

DAY 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     


