


The Vox Simonis is a monthly publication (with exception of January) of the First Mennonite Church.
The Vox Simonis is designed to inform the FMC Congregation and friends of the congregation of “God’s
work” through the individuals, families, church groups, and the greater community.
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Individual submissions are welcome. Please bring contributions to the church office. You may
also email submissions to fmcreedley@juno.com

WEB SITE INFORMATION

First Mennonite Church now has a website on the internet. To visit the FMC site, go to:
www.fmcreedley.org

You may email the church office at:
fmcreedley@juno.com

EMC STAFF

Stephen Penner, Pastor .........coooiiiiiii i E-mail: stevepenner@yahoo.com

Juan Montes, Pastor ... e E-mail: jvmontes@juno.com

Barbara Ewy, Director of Children’s Ministries .............cccovov i E-mail: abewy@cvip.net

Dee Patrick, Office Coordinator ..........cc.vevveiiiiiiiin i, E-mail: fmcreedley@juno.com

Paul Reimer, Custodian .........cooviiiiiiii i i E-mail: psreimer@netzero.net
Contact us...
1208 ‘L’ Street (P.O. Box 111), Reedley, California, 93654
(559) 638-2917 (559) 637-8826 Fax

Submissions are accepted and are used by discretion of the editor.




REFLECTIONS by Steve Penner

THOUGHTS by Barbara Ewy

RUMBLINGS AROUND THE CAMPUS by Paul Reimer

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

EVENTS IN OUR FMC FAMILY AND BEYOND

Cancelled Stamp Collectors

PEACE CENTER CALENDAR

Invierta Para Que Coseche by Juan Montes

Jordan Penner’'s Guatemalan blog
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Invierta Para Que Coseche
Juan Montes

Un nifio con su padre decidieron hacer un paseo en medio de las montafas. De
repente, el hijo se cae, se lastima y grita:- Aaaaaaaaaahhhhhhhhhhhh! Para su sor-
presa oye una voz repitiendo en algun lugar de la montafia: - Aaaaaaaaahhhhhhhhhh!
Con curiosidad el nifio grita: - ¢Quién esta ahi? Recibe una respuesta:- ¢Quién esta
ahi? Enojado con la respuesta, el nifio grita: - Cobarde. Y recibe de respuesta: -
Cobarde. El nifio mira a su padre y le pregunta: - ¢ Que sucede? El padre, sonrie y le
dice: - Hijo mio, presta atencion.

Entonces el padre grita a la montafia:- Te admiro. Y la voz responde: - Te ad-
miro. De nuevo, el hombre grita: - Eres un campedn.

Y la voz le responde: - Eres un campeoén. El nifio estaba asombrado, pero no
entendia.

El padre le explicd lo que estaba sucediendo: Le dijo: -Hijo, a esto la gente lo
llama eco, pero la verdad es que asi es la vida. Todo lo que haces en tu caminar cotid-
iano, te lo devuelve como lo envias-. La vida es un reflejo de lo que hacemos con ella.

En esta misma direccién podemos decir que la vida es un “terreno” donde siem-
pre cosechamos lo que alli sembramos. En ella podemos ver el efecto del
“boomerang”; la accion ejecutada se devuelve al sitio de origen. Esto nos hace ver
gue no podemos esperar recibir mas de lo que hemos dado. Todo lo que deseamos
ver y tener debiera estar precedido por la bienaventuranza del dar. De esta manera, si
deseo ver mas amor entre los hombres, debiera optar por el sacrificio de entregar mas
amor de lo que hasta ahora he hecho. Si deseo ver mas felicidad entre los seres que
me rodean, debo estar dispuesto a ponerle un extra de compresion y tolerancia con
aquellos que forman mi entorno. Y asi, esta mateméatica de sumar virtudes y valores
entre los demas, al final producira los mejores dividendos con los que llenaremos de
honda satisfaccion el regazo de nuestras acciones. El asunto con esto es que la vida
te devolvera en la misma o mayor proporcion todo aquello que le has dado. Armando
Fuentes Aguirre ha dicho: “Feliz el hombre a quien al final de la vida no le queda sino
lo que ha dado a los demas”. Los hombres que solo viven para si, poniéndole a su
vida la etiqueta del egoismo, y nunca transitan el camino de la filantropia, no clasifican
en la lista de los mas felices.
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Lo arriba sefialado nos hace ver que no hay placer que iguale a aquel donde se pueda
cultivar la dicha ajena. En la medida que le hacemos agradable la vida a otros, la ha-
cemos agradable a nosotros mismos. Para esto es necesaria la inversion oportuna en
las &reas que nos aseguran una cosecha de bienes. En este sentido proponemos:

1) Inviérta en formar su caracter para que coseche virtudes.. A través del cardcter, el
hombre revela su personalidad, donde conviven de una manera inseparable, sus sen-
timientos, creencias, opiniones, trabajos, esperanzas y todo eso que le da a su vida
una belleza especial. Las virtudes que se desprenden del caracter a la hora de pen-
sar, hablar y actuar nos muestran la suma de habitos y actitudes con las que hemos
sido formados. |

2) Inviérta en formar una familia sana para que coseche los frutos de amor. Es en el
seno de la familia donde nos preparamos para dar el gran salto en la sociedad. Los
hogares donde abundan el respeto, la disciplina, la obediencia y el amor entre sus
miembros, estan llegando a ser raros; parecieran ser como joyas preciosas, dificiles
de conseguir. La rebelion de nuestros muchachos; la falta de respeto con la que se
dirigen a sus padres; las malas compafias que les alejan de los principios y valores
recibidos... se deben a la poca diligencia de la inversion paterna. Ningun tiempo sera
tan valorado que el que invertimos con la familia.

3) Inviérta en los negocios divinos para que coseche la vida eterna. Si las demas in-
versiones tienen que ver con lo temporal y transitorio, la inversion en los “negocios di-
vinos”, tiene una duracién eterna. El asunto sobre donde pasaré la eternidad no puede
ser tratado de una manera irresponsable. A este respecto Jesus hizo una de las
preguntas mas significativas que cada hombre debiera responder: “¢,qué aprovechara
el hombre si ganare todo el mundo y perdiere su alma?”. La Unica manera de no
perder el alma es salvandola aqui en la tierra. Haga de su vida un eco que llegue
hasta el mismo cielo.

4. Invierta en respetar las leyes del condado de Fresno Ca, para que coseche paz, re-
spetar las leyes terrenales en especial las Reedley, le ayudara a vivir en paz, tranquil-
dad, ahorrara mucho dinero, y no vera en la carcel o programas fastidious, ni muchos
menos amezado de ser deportado.

Recomendacion: Tome tiempo con su familia y dialogue y califique del 1 al 5 ¢ cuanto
practica usted estos puntos a nivel personal y familiar?, cubra este tema por lo menos
30 minutes. Este sera un tema a predicar en la iglesia PIM.
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1 Teaching - Japan Please pray that God will work in the lives of the students and families that
mission associates Angela and Tomoki Yamanaka are relating to through English classes in Hok-
kaido, Japan.

2 Translation - Burkina Faso Pray for Lillian Nicolson, Burkina Faso, and Siamou Bible translator
Souleymane Traoré to set up an efficient schedule conducive to translation work where they can see
progress and include others in the work of checking and revising.

3 Translation - Argentina  The revised Toba New Testament was submitted to the Argentine Bible
Society for typesetting in January. Richard and Ruth Anne Friesen request prayer that the publication
process can move forward without delays.

4 Translation - Burkina Faso  Pray for Anne Kompaoré, Burkina Faso, as this month she provides a
training workshop for reviewers for the Old Testament translation in the Lyele language and checks
translated portions of Joshua, Judges and Esther.

5 Teaching - France This semester Janie Blough, France, is helping to team teach a course in
liturgy at the Nogent Bible Institute located outside of Paris. Pray for her two classes on the biblical
foundations of worship to be taught tomorrow and March 20.

6 Teaching - Dominican Republic Pray for mission associate Linda Riegsecker as she coordinates
activities during Health Promotions week at Santiago Christian School and also participates in a
medical outreach campaign in a local low income community in Santiago, Dominican Republic.

7 Literacy - Burkina Faso  Pray for a successful Siamou literacy program at 17 centers in Burkina
Faso as adults are taught how to read and write their own language during the months of February to
April.

8 Translation - Argentina  Byrdalene and Willis Horst are waiting for the arrival of copies of the
Pilagé audio scriptures recorded during 2008. Pray for Bible Society technicians preparing the copies
for distribution in the 30 active Pilaga churches in Argentina.

9 Translation - North America  Kuaying Teng, Mission Network minister for Asian ministries, is
translating Anabaptist resources into several Asian languages. Pray these translations will help Asian
leaders and congregations reach out to their neighborhoods.

10 Teaching - Ukraine  Mary Raber is resettling to life and her teaching ministry in Odessa, Ukraine.
Pray for students at Bible schools and seminaries who cannot afford to continue their studies and for
faculty and staff who are being laid off, due to the economic downturn.

11 Church Ministry - Botswana  Glyn Jones and Susan Allison Jones, Botswana, request prayer
for the new Bible studies that are emerging in several locations. Thank God that many people desire
to study God’s word.

12 Church Ministry - U.S.  Mission Network has a commitment to anti-racism. Pray that members of
the marketing and communication department might portray God'’s inclusive love with integrity in the
materials they produce.

13 Church Ministry - Colombia  Join with Amanda and Gamaliel Falla in praise to God for the
growth in churches on the Caribbean coast of Colombia. Pray that God may provide an adequate
place for meetings for these churches.

14 Church Ministry - England Pray for Kathy Thiessen in her role as a church elder at Wood
Green Mennonite in London, helping to lead the church during a time of difficult decision-making and
preparation for the biennial church retreat in April.

15 Church Ministry - U.S.  Please pray for traveling mercies and renewed energy for the Christian
Service recruitment team in this busy time of connecting with people and encouraging them to
consider service programs.

16 Church Ministry - Colombia Pray that God will call new mission workers to serve with Mission
Network in the Mennonite church and school, assisting with an English program in La Mesa,

Colombia. ‘a
(Continued on next page) ===>
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17 Church Ministry - U.S.  Ephraim Lemma and Tadelech Matewos Baka, an Ethiopian couple
ministering to African immigrants in western New York, will be licensed by New York Mennonite
Conference on March 29. Pray this will open new doors for more effective ministry.

18 Community Service - U.S.  Pray for SOOP participants serving in low-income home repair, at a
peace center and at local food banks, schools and homeless shelters in Tucson, Ariz.

19 Community Service - Australia Moriah Hurst requests prayer that God will prepare interns to
come to Irene’s Place, a peace and discipleship program in Canberra, Australia.

20 Community Service - Media  Pray for Burton Buller of Mennonite Media as he finishes a TV
documentary on re-entering society after being in prison. There is stigma and difficulty for families and ex
-inmates.

21 Community Service - U.S.  Pray for the members of the Service Adventure unit in Anchorage,
Alaska, as they serve through Head Start, Salvation Army and a homeless shelter: Alex Ficzner, Brent
Miller, Leah Rittenhouse, Katie Salas, Ben Schiedel, leader Craig Miller.

22 Community Service - Niger  Mission associate Martine Audeoud requests prayer for the Women of
Hope at the Baptist church she attends in Niamey, Niger. They are starting a sewing school to reach out
to the many needy young girls and single women in the community.

23 Community Service - U.S.  Pray for strength and guidance for Mennonite Voluntary Service
participants Josh Gross, Sam Moyer and Kara Schmidt as they serve at the homeless shelter, the hu-
mane shelter and YWCA respectively in Boulder, Colo.

24 Community Service - England Pray for the Radical Journey team in the diverse city of Bradford,
England, as they build relationships in the community through service in a local primary school.

25 Community Service - U.S.  The Urban Initiatives Task Group, a strategy team of Mission Network,
meets today and tomorrow in Santa Fe, N.M. to coordinate a unified urban ministry focus. Pray this will
effectively address needs in urban centers.

26 Ministry with Children - Senegal A mission worker in Senegal requests prayer for a sponsorship
program for children in two villages, providing for the children’s education as well as some training for
parents.

27 Ministry with Youth - Macau Pray for spiritual breakthrough and creativity in the ministry of Macau
Mennonite Church to youth ages 11-14. George and Tobia Veith also request prayer for people in the
church who are the only believers in their family and social circles.

28 Ministry with Youth - Media  More than 50 churches recently received the Peace DVD produced by
Mennonite Media. Pray for youth groups using the CD.

29 Ministry with Children - Bolivia Pray for the means to complete the building of the Esmirna
Church’s daycare center near Santa Cruz, Bolivia. Mission worker Margrit Kipfer Barrén asks for prayer
that the children will come to know God.

30 Ministry with Children - Hong Kong Pray for Mey Idawaty and Nora Iwarat and their ministry to
the playgroup children, ages one to two, as well as their mothers and nannies at the Cheung Chau
Christian Center, Hong Kong.

31 Ministry with Youth - Arabian Peninsula Jeannie and Wayne Larson request prayer that the final
details for several teen media events in the Arabian Peninsula will come together and that God will bring
the young people on whom they can make an impact.

Prayer Vine is published monthly by Mennonite Mission Network www.MennoniteMission.net
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