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REFLECTIONS

FROM STEVE PENNER

For me, a mourning season

On Monday of this week (May 20™) | drove down to Shafter to spend time with my mom and dad. Then
| went golfing with two life-long friends, one became my brother-in-law, and the other is a guy I've
shared many adventures with over the years. Though life has taken me geographically and spiritually
far away from Shafter, there is something profoundly melancholy about taking the Lerdo exit and head-
ing west towards the town where | grew up.

That afternoon, after the visiting and golfing was completed, something told me that | needed to detour
back to Bakersfield, before returning to Reedley. My older cousin Jim, my folks told me, was not doing
well.

| had visited Jim from time to time over the past months but wasn’t planning on it this week. But |
changed my mind and drove south to Bakersfield. There was Jim, his beautiful smile greeted me, but
his first words were that he wasn’t going to be much of a conversationalist because he didn’t feel well
at all.

Back in November Jim slipped on the sidewalk in front of his home in Bakersfield. He broke his leg in
the fall. Recovery was slow, and other complications, more than | can describe here, ensued. One
result was that Jim never regained his ability to swallow solid food. When | saw him on Monday he told
me that everything he tasted was disgusting to him.

In my extended family some of us are big-time church goers and others are not. Jim fits in the latter
category though not that he wasn't interested in theological themes. He was big reader of the great
Russian novelists Tolstoy and Dostoyevsky. He loved Kurt Vonnegut, UCLA, Beethoven, the Los
Angeles Dodgers, and the Cleveland Indians. He read a lot of Danish existentialist Soren Kierkegaard.
I's not a judgmental comment to say that the world represented by these people represents an arena
of life connected yet different from our family’s roots.

On Monday | told Jim that what | do is pray with people. So we held hands and | said a prayer.

Early Wednesday morning | got the call that Jim had passed away at about 4:30 that morning. There
were fourteen of us Penner family cousins. Now there are thirteen of us left. Jim’s passing reminds us
that we've reached a new stage in our life together as a family. On Friday afternoon we gathered in
Shafter to pay our respects and say good-bye to Jim.

After the prayer last Monday Jim and | talked a bit more. We reminded each other that over the years
the truth was we hadn’t seen each other very often, only from time to time, at different family functions.
But, | said to Jim, just because we have not seen each other very often doesn’t mean we don’t care
about each other, for the truth is, no matter what, we support each other, and we love each other.
Then Jim said to me, just before the final good-bye, placing his hand on his heart, “I feel the same

way.

God be with you, Jim.



THOUGHTS...

by Barbara Ewy

...Taste and See: God Is Good

Taste & See: God Is Good invites children to discover the “goodness” of God as they study connec-
tions between food and faith during our Vacation Bible School June 20 to 24. Each evening students
will participate in worship, Bible study, recreation, and creative activities related to each day’s theme.
Bible lessons focus on connections between food and faith: Our food comes from God; God provides
food for the hungry; We share what we have; We remember God’s saving acts with food; and God
invites everyone to the feast. Through these lessons students “will learn to know, love, worship, and
respect the God who supplies our needs. They will become aware of food situations in the global
community and be motivated to share” (from 5-day overview).

The format for VBS is a bit different this year. Instead of ten different centers that students attend
during the week, this year only three centers will be offered. Students will participate in each of
these centers each evening. The Bible Response Center will be held in each classroom and led by the
classroom teacher for each group. It includes a student booklet “Soul Snacks” with a “lunch bag”
cover. Activities help students process the Bible lesson and connect to each daily theme. Bible
memory verses are also part of this center. Five different verses are used during the week. Two
additional Bible passages provide “challenge verses” for students to learn. These are Matthew 6:9-13
and Isaiah 55:1-2, 10-11.

The Active Response center will be held in our playground area. It includes a number of games and
recreational activities that relate to each day’s theme. There will be lots of opportunity for fun and
fellowship as students play games together.

The third center is the Creative Response center which will be led by a team of adults. This center
includes snacks and hands-on activities that relate to each day’s theme. Set up with a café feel,
students will actually “taste” a variety of snacks and create crafts that remind them of each day’s
theme. Suggested snacks include seed snacks, fruit, breads, crackers and cheese, vegetables and dip,
and trail mix types of items.

Worship each evening will include music, offering project, scripture, and a drama based on the daily
theme and set in the “Kingdom Café”. A variety of customers will visit the café during the week. Each
evening they will find that the café is more than just a place to “sit and wait for a meal”. They will
find opportunity to share their personal stories and learn that God is good and cares for them.

Classes are offered for age three through those who are just graduating from eighth grade. The
Preschool class will be self-contained doing their own creative and active response activities. VBS will
meet Monday through Friday evenings from 6:15 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. on June 20 to 24. Early child-
hood will dismiss at 8:00 p.m. We are looking forward to an exciting week and welcome our children,
friends and neighbors to this event..




Rincon Neo-Anabaptista
Por: Juan Montes

Padres Que Dan Esperanza

Texto Biblico:

“Padres, no exasperéis a vuestros hijos, para que no se desalienten” Colosenses. 3:21

Se divide en tres partes de forma natural:

1. A quién va dirigido, "Padres."

2. Es un mandato, "no exasperéis a vuestros hijos."

3. El propésito del mandato, "para que no se desalienten."

Miraremos estas tres partes del texto una a la vez en orden reverso. Primero dirigiremos nuestra atencién a la meta de
los padres cristianos, esto es, criar hijos sin desalentarlos. Segundo, miraremos al deber de los padres cristianos, esto
es, no hacer aquellas cosas que desalientan a los hijos. Y finalmente nos enfocaremos en el lider de la paternidad, a
saber, los padres.

Pero primero unas palabras sobre la paternidad de Dios.

En la oraciéon modelo el Senor Jesus les ensefié a sus discipulos a llamar a Dios Padre: "Padre nuestro que estas en
los cielos, santificado sea tu nombre." Les ensefd que Dios no es el Padre de todos. En Juan 8:42,44 dijo a aquellos
que se negaban a seguirle, "Si Dios fuera vuestro Padre, me amariais, porque yo sali de Dios y vine de él... Sois de
vuestro padre el diablo y queréis hacer los deseos de vuestro padre."

Dios solo es Padre de aquellos que son guiados por el Espiritu de su Hijo. En romanos 8:9, 14-15 Pablo dice:

No todo el mundo puede reclamar el privilegio de conocer a Dios como Padre. Sélo aquellos que han nacido de Dios
(Juan 1:13), quienes reciben a Cristo (Juan 1:12), y quienes son guiados por el Espiritu (Romanos 8:14) tienen derecho
de recibir la herencia de los hijos - las promesas como la de Mateo 7:11, "Pues si vosotros, siendo malos, sabéis dar
buenas dadivas a vuestros hijos, ¢ cuanto mas vuestro Padre que esta en los cielos dara cosas buenas a los que le pi-
den?" El privilegio de la oracion y de la promesa de que Dios obrara todas las cosas para tu bien es parte de la herencia
de los hijos. Eso es lo que significa tener a Dios como tu Padre.

Existen dos razones por las que comienzo con estas palabras sobre la paternidad de Dios:

1.- Es que creo que toda la paternidad humana debe usar como patrén a la paternidad divina. La guia de cada padre
debiera ser vivir de tal forma que sus hijos puedan ver como es Dios el Padre. Ellos deben ver en su padre humano un
reflejo - aunque imperfecto - del Padre celestial en su fuerza y ternura, en su ira y misericordia, en su exaltacion y con-
descendencia, en su sabiduria excepcional y su guia paciente. La tarea de cada padre humano es ser una imagen del
Padre del cielo para sus hijos. 2.- Larazén
por la que continto hablando de la paternidad de Dios es para darle relevancia a este mensaje, sean padres o no; y ya
sea que tengan un padre cristiano o no. Quiero dejar en claro desde el principio que la tristeza que muchos podemos
sentir por nunca haber tenido un padre como el que describiré, y la tristeza que otros puedan sentir por nunca haber
sido un padre como el que describiré -esta mafana, esa tristeza, puede ser tragada y superada con gozo porque Dios
ofrece su paternidad a cualquiera que acepte el regalo de adopcidn al confiar en Cristo y al que se rinda a la guia del
Espiritu Santo.

Hay dos formas de leer este escrito:

1. Leerlo como una exhortacién directa de la Palabra de Dios a los padres de como criar a sus hijos.

2. Leerlo como una parabola que sefala la forma en que el Padre celestial ama a aquellos que creen y siguen a su
Hijo. Francamente espero que todos ustedes lo lean en ambos sentidos.

1."...para que no se desalienten."

La meta de un buen padre es criar hijos sin desalentarlos. La palabra implica desanimarse, languidecer, perder el vigor,
desinteresarse, mal humor, tristeza, con una especie de resignacion por la vida. No seas el tipo de padre que cria a sus
hijos para que sean este tipo de personas. En lugar de eso, desarrolla un estilo de paternidad que produzca el desalien-
to opuesto.

&Y qué es esto? Lo resumiré en tres caracteristicas:

e | o opuesto a estar desalentado es tener esperanza.
e Lo opuesto a estar desalentado es ser feliz.

e Lo opuesto a estar desalentado es estar confiado y ser valiente.

Asi que diria que la forma negativa del verso 21 también implica un mandato positivo. Dice, "Padres, no exasperéis a
vuestros hijos, para que no se desalienten." Pero esto no significan que sélo se debe evitar un tipo de paternidad; tam-
bién significa que debemos perseguir el otro tipo, el tipo de paternidad que da esperanza en vez de desaliento; que da
felicidad en vez de desaliento; y que da confianza y valor.

Si nos detenemos aqui aun no hemos dicho nada distintivamente cristiano. No hay un padre en diez mil que piense que
el objetivo de la paternidad debe ser desalentar a los hijos. Pero el apdstol Pablo se sentiria apenado si todo lo que yo
hiciera fuera usar sus palabras simplemente porque expresan algo de sentido comun, o algo de sabiduria natural. El
fue inspirado para ensefar a los padres cosas que ningun ojo natural ha visto ni ningun oido natural ha escuchado. (

1 Cor. 2:9-13)

(continued on next page===>>)
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Rincdn Neo-Anabaptista (cont)

Lo que quiero decir es esto. La ensefianza de Pablo pone en claro que cuando él dice que debemos ser padres que dan
esperanza en vez de desaliento, él quiere decir esperanza en DIOS no esperanza en el dinero o esperanza en la popu-
laridad o esperanza en la educacién o esperanza en un e€sposo 0 esperanza en el éxito profesional. Si le hubieras pre-
guntado a Pablo, o a Jesus, ";Qué tipo de libertad del desaliento quieres que tengan nuestros hijos?" él no hubiera di-
cho, "Quiero que tus hijos sean librados del desaliento al ser llenos con la esperanza de que tendran fortuna... o de que
seran famosos, o intelectuales, o casados, o exitosos." Sabemos que eso no es lo que él quiere decir. El quiere decir,
que sean los tipos de padres que no desalientan a sus hijos sino que los llenan de esperanza en Dios.

Y al considerar la felicidad como lo opuesto al desaliento, Pablo no se contentaria si un padre simplemente hiciera sentir
bien a su hijo dandole lo que se le antojara. Existe una felicidad que mata. A cierto tipo de felicidad la Escritura le dice,
"que vuestra risa se torne en llanto y vuestro gozo en tristeza." (Santiago 4:9). Existe una felicidad que no tiene nada
que ver con Dios, y por lo tanto no tiene valor a los ojos de Dios. Viene sélo de la creacion y no del Creador. Esta no es
la felicidad que Pablo quiere que los padres pongan en lugar del desaliento.

Pero existe otro gozo que viene de la expresion, por ejemplo, en el Salmo 4:7-8,

Alegria pusiste en mi corazon,

mayor que la de ellos cuando abundaba su grano y su mosto.

En paz me acostaré y asi también dormiré;

porque solo ti, SENOR, me haces habitar seguro.

jPadres no desalienten a sus hijos, sino llénenlos con el gozo del Sefior! Enséfienlos desde temprana edad - y mués-
trenles desde temprano - que a través de muchas tribulaciones entramos al Reino de Dios (Hechos 14:22), pero ellos
pueden regocijarse en las tribulaciones, sabiendo que "la tribulacién produce paciencia, y la paciencia caracter probado,
y el caracter probado esperanza” - jEN DIOS! (Romanos 5:3-4). No los desalientes. Hazlos felices en Dios ayudandolos
a esperar en El.

Y cuando consideramos la confianza como lo opuesto al desaliento, el mensaje de la Escritura toma un alejamiento
dramatico del sentido comun natural de la sabiduria del mundo.

El mundo dice: No desalientes al nifio, incrementa su auto-confianza. La Escritura dice, No desalientes al nifio, incre-
menta su confianza en Dios. De hecho la Escritura es mas precisa que eso; ensefia: No desalientes al nifio, sino haz lo
que puedas para desenraizar su confianza en si mismo y reemplazarla con una confianza en Dios. Y cuando nos ense-
fia a desenraizar la auto-confianza, quiere decir desenraizar el deseo de tener y de aparentar tener auto-confianza.

La Escritura sabe que la mayoria de las personas no tienen éxito al sentir auto-confianza. La mayoria de las personas
son muy infelices por su inhabilidad de aparentar auto-confianza, auto-seguridad y tener el control. Asi que cuando la
Escritura nos ensefa a desenraizar la auto-confianza significa ir a la raiz, no a las ramas medio secas; ir tras el DESEO
de tener auto-confianza, y no de las débiles manifestaciones que logran llegar hasta las acciones de las personas.

Una ilustracién vivida de como el Padre celestial de Pablo fue paciente al trabajar desenraizando la auto-suficiencia de
Pablo se da en 2 Corintios 1:8-9. Aqui hay una descripcién de como Dios el Padre estaba trabajando con él veinte afios
después de su conversion, lo que significa que esto es un pecado cuya raiz esta profundamente enraizada en todos
nosotros. El escribe:

Porque no queremos que ignoréis, hermanos, acerca de nuestra afliccion sufrida en Asia, porque fuimos abrumados
sobremanera, mas alla de nuestras fuerzas, de modo que hasta perdimos la esperanza de salir con vida. De hecho,
dentro de nosotros mismos ya teniamos la sentencia de muerte, a fin de que no confidramos en nosotros mismos (o;
que tengamos confianza, no en nosotros), sino en Dios que resucita a los muertos.

En otras palabras, el propésito divino de la afliccion de Pablo era (como es el propésito de toda disciplina paterna) des-
enraizar la auto-confianza que quedaba en el corazén de Pablo y arrojarlo sélo sobre Dios. ¢ Por qué? ;Por qué no
queria Dios que Pablo tuviera confianza? ¢ Por qué Dios queria que el fuera languido, sin vigor, temperamental, triste,
débil, temeroso? jNo! Fue Dios quien vino a Pablo en Corinto y dijo, "NO temas, sigue hablando y NO calles; porque Yo
estoy contigo." Asi que la confianza que debemos alentar en nuestros hijos no es la auto-confianza, sino una confianza
en la gracia y el poder de Dios. "No temas... YO ESTOY CONTIGO."

El pastor Escocés del siglo 19, Andrew Bonar, dijo con respecto a la crianza de los hijos, "Les decimos que, 'son peca-
dores, expuestos a la ira y la maldicién de Dios." En otras palabras, le ensefias al nifio a perder la esperanza de toda
auto-confianza y a dirigir su deseo por una confianza en la gracia de Dios. La meta de los padres biblicos es tener hijos
que digan (con el Salmo 60:11-12): “Danos ayuda contra el adversario, pues vano es el auxilio del hombre. En Dios
haremos proezas, y él hollara a nuestros adversarios.”

Un buen padre ponderara: ; Coémo puedo ser como mi Padre celestial? ; Cémo puedo borrar la auto-confianza del co-
razén de mis hijos y llenarlos con la confianza, el valor, el celo y la resolucion que esta enraizada en la gracia y el poder
de Dios y no en ellos mismos? ; Cémo puedo ser el tipo de padre cuyos hijos no se desalientan ni pierden el vigor o
languidecen o se entristecen o se descorazonan, sino que estan llenos de esperanza en Dios, felicidad en Dios, confian-
za en Dios y valor para intentar cosas grandes para la gloria de Dios?

Esta pregunta nos lleva a la segunda parte de nuestro texto, esto es, el deber de los padres cristianos a no provocar a
sus hijos.

(continued on next page===>>)



Rincdn Neo-Anabaptista (cont)

2. "No exasperéis a vuestros hijos."

"Padres, no exasperéis a vuestros hijos, para que no se desalienten." De nuevo notamos que el mandamiento es negati-
vo - algo que debe evitarse. Es una advertencia en contra del mal uso de la autoridad legitima. Pablo acaba de decir en
el verso 20, "Hijos, sed obedientes a vuestros padres en todo, porque esto es agradable al Sefior."

Ahora en el verso 21 él advierte a los padres de que se cuiden del mal uso de la autoridad dada por Dios. El mal uso que
él tiene en mente es que los padres puedan tratar a sus hijos de tal forma que su espiritu sea quebrantado y se vuelvan
seres desalentados, sin esperanza. Pablo llama a este mal uso "exasperarlos": "No exasperéis a vuestros hijos."

En Efesios 6:4 se usa una palabra diferente que especificamente significa, "No provoquéis a ira." Pero aqui en Colosen-
ses 3:21 se usa una palabra muy general. Puede ser utilizada positivamente, como en 2 Corintios 9:2 donde dice que los
cristianos de Acaya provocaron a los cristianos de Macedonia a que fueran mas generosos. En otras palabras, los han
"estimulado”, o "motivado".

Al seleccionar esta palabra amplia y general creo que Pablo nos quiere ensefiar que los padres deben evitar todo lo que
arruine la confianza de un nifio en Dios y los deje sin esperanza y sin aliento. Para esto se requiere una sabiduria tre-
menda de parte de los padres, porque no todos los desalientos a corto plazo resultan en desesperanzas a largo plazo.
Por el contrario, nuestro Padre celestial claramente trae a nuestras vidas frustraciones y desalientos a corto plazo preci-
samente para ponernos sobre un nuevo paso de fe. Se necesita gran sabiduria para esto.

Asi que preguntemos entonces: ;Qué hacen los padres para exasperar a sus hijos a un desaliento y desesperanza a
largo plazo? Mencionaré dos cosas:

Primero, algunos padres fallan al SER felices y esperanzados y confiados en Dios.

Padres, lo que ERES en relacién con Dios es mucho mas importante que cualquier técnica particular de paternidad que
trates de emplear. ;Esperaran tus hijos en Dios si tu esperanza esta puesta en el dinero? ¢ Seran tus hijos felices en
Dios si ellos ven que la pesca para ti es una experiencia mas feliz que la adoracion? §Pondran tus hijos su confianza en
Dios si toda tu conducta comunica el deseo de parecer auto-suficiente?

El trabajo mas importante que un padre puede hacer por el bien de sus hijos es ser convertido. La estrategia mas impor-
tante para criar hijos es volverse un hombre nuevo en Cristo - cuya esperanza y felicidad y confianza esta en Dios y no
en si mismo.

Sabemos que esto es cierto por las Escrituras porque alli se nos ensefa a imitar a nuestro Padre celestial. Se nos dice
que seamos santos como él ES santo (1 Pedro 1:16). Se nos dice que seamos misericordiosos como él ES misericordio-
so (Lucas 6:36). Ser un buen hijo es copiar a un papa. Imitar a un padre lo honra, y a nosotros se nos manda a honrar a
nuestros padres. Asi que la pregunta mas importante que podemos hacer no es qué debo ensefarles a mis hijos, sino

¢, quién soy yo delante del Dios vivo y delante de mis hijos?

Eso es lo primero que los padres pueden hacer para exasperar a sus hijos a un desaliento y desesperanza a largo plazo
- ellos pueden fallar en SER esperanzados, felices y confiados en Dios.

Lo segundo que los padres hacen que provoca a los hijos a un desaliento y desesperanza a largo plazo es disciplinarlos
de forma impulsiva, erratica e inconsistente.

La disciplina impredecible, impulsiva y hostil hace a los nifios temerosos, amargados, engafiosos y desalentados. Ellos
no saben de donde o por qué vendra la préxima explosion. Ellos se dicen a si mismos, "jpara que sirve! Para qué pen-
sar que ser bueno es mejor que ser malo?" Asi el espiritu de esperanza moral se rompe, y en su lugar viene un manio-
brar calculado, engafioso y sin aliento.

Por otra parte, cuando la disciplina es controlada, apropiada, consistente y basada en reglas claras y en principios de
justicia en el hogar, se crea una atmdsfera donde los nifios afloran en libertad. Ellos conocen los limites y se sienten se-
guros y libres para sofar y jugar y planear y trabajar dentro de esos limites de justicia.

Ellos ganan confianza en que esta es la manera como que Dios es. El no es un Dios caprichoso. El no es impulsivo, erra-
tico o inconsistente. Hay orden. Hay justicia templada con misericordia. Hay esperanza y aliento. ; Para qué querria yo
lograr algo de valor o aun de grandeza si estoy dentro de este orden y dependo de la bondad del Padre que me ama
asi?

Asi que padres, no exasperéis a vuestros hijos siendo impulsivos, erraticos o inconsistentes en la disciplina. Sean como
su Padre en los cielos, para que sus hijos puedan conocerlo mejor y volverse esperanzados y felices y confiados en El.
Se pudiera decir mucho mas sobre los tipos de cosas que provocan desaliento y desesperanza a largo plazo en los hijos.
Pero se nos ha terminado el tiempo

3. "Padres..."

Sdlo podemos referirnos brevemente a la tercera parte del texto, donde dice "Padres..." El verso 20 dice, "Hijos, obede-
ced a vuestros padres." Esto ensefa claramente que tanto las madres como los padres deben ser obedecidos. Madres y
padres deben compartir autoridad sobre sus hijos. Pero en el verso 21 la palabra padres esta siendo usada en particular.
Esta noche continuaremos con el por qué de esto. Existe un rol peculiar que la Escritura le da a los esposos y padres.
Los padres tienen una responsabilidad especial en la vida moral de la familia. Asi que padres, les urjo a tomar esa res-
ponsabilidad, y a que sean el tipo de padre que dan esperanza, felicidad y confianza a sus hijos porque ustedes mismos
han encontrado su esperanza, su felicidad y su confianza en Dios.
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Events in our FMC Family and Beyond~~~

Caught in the act of reading: Doug Page is reading A Guide to the Good Life: the Ancient Art of
Stoic Joy by William B. Irvine and Storey's Guide to Raising Rabbits by Bob Bennett.

Trustees Bob Mason and Dick Peterson have been doing lots of work on the tower doors to our
church.

Caught in the act of reading: Carol Krehbiel is reading West of the West by Mark Arax.

The following brave souls all endured volatile Midwest storms in traveling to N. Newton, Kansas
for the May 22 Bethel College commencement: Allen and Georgia Linscheid, Wayne and Marty
Zimmerman, Roger Zimmerman, Jerry and Ro Linscheid, as well as Tyler Linscheid.

Jayla Sandoval recently won a medal for her math prowess in Mrs. Morales' 2" grade class at
Jefferson School.

Nick Boldt will be spending his junior year at Cal Poly studying in Germany. He'll be in the class-
room the first semester. During the second semester he will be an intern somewhere. Nick is
majoring in mechanical engineering.

Caught in the act of reading: Corinna Ruth is reading Wild Swans by Jung Chang.

In the "it's so sad to say good-bye" category we note this: IVEPer Daleap Hut left on May 28 to
work at a Vermont camp for the last weeks of her time in the United States. Daleap has spent
this year living at Jerry and Ro Linscheid's home. Yunju Sol departs on June 11 for a Colorado
camp experience. Yunju has spent the last couple of months living at Steve and Glena Penner’s
home.

True golf fact: the last hole-in-one recorded on a “regulation” golf course by an FMCer belongs
to Dave Hasegawa.

Caught in the act of reading: Michael Janzen is reading The First Tycoon: the Epic Life of
Cornelius Vanderbilt by T.J. Stiles.

Ricardo Andrade and Baldemar Ambriz both have been running on the 4 x 400 Grant Middle
School relay team. Their team made it to the Middle School Valley Championship held at
Buchanan High School. Usually, Ricardo ran the second leg and Baldemar the third leg to the
sterling Grant team.

Spotted riding west on Dinuba Avenue, against the wind: Paul Reimer.

A big party for all the MCC International Visitor Exchange Program participants was held on
Friday evening, May 27, at Miriam Cardenas’ home.

Caught in the act of reading: Sharon Reimer is reading The Storekeeper's Daughter by Katie
Funk Wiebe and Josephine, the Hungry Heart by Josephine.

Spotted riding his bike on Parlier Avenue, heading west: Rusty Moyer, dressed in yellow.

When a box needs to be hoisted to a high place, Graciela Botello Sandoval helps out her older co-
worker by doing all the heavy lifting.

Caught in the act of reading: Dee Patrick just finished reading Spider Web by Earlene Fowler and
is now reading Homespun Holiday by Kelly Ann Riley, a Patchwork Mystery series published by
Guideposts.

Dave and Dorothy Boldt showcased their fruit in Portland, Oregon on May 21.

At the recent High School Valley Swim Meet Zak Blake participated in the 200 medley relay
(10th place), the 100 freestyle (13th place), and the 200 freestyle relay (8th place). Way to go,
Zak!

Caught in the act of reading: Paul Ruth is reading China Wakes by Nicholas D. Kristof and Sheryl
Wudunn.

6 (continued on next page)



Events in our FMC Family and Beyond~~~ (cont.)

Elijah Penner's work with the International Committee of the Red Cross has taken him to the
Thailand-Cambodia border a couple of times in the past months. The two countries have been
fighting over border issues and control of ancient temples.

Maritsa Ambriz is looking forward to taking a chemistry class next year at Reedley High School.
Older brother Marvin will be pursuing a chemistry major at UCLA in the Fall.

Spotted walking on Frankwood Avenue, near Parlier Avenue, heading north: Judy Warkentin and
Denny Mason.

Caught in the act of reading: Ro Linscheid just finished reading Heaven is for Real by Todd
Burpo.

IVEPer Youhua from China is spending the last weeks of his California term working at the David
and Dorothy Boldt farm.

Mike Adrian and Sara Wellman, along with their son Andre, are embarking on a great Pacific
Northwest adventure.

Caught in the act of reading: Lance Zimmerman is reading Love Wins: a Book about Heaven, Hell,
and the Fate of Every Person Who Ever Lived by Rob Bell.

The context: The youth and sponsors are discussing getting up very early in the morning to catch
an airplane. This seems to be problematic for some of the youth. Andy Ewy: "Rusty, thereisa
big difference between you and us.” Rusty Moyer: "Yes indeed, there is a big difference
between me and you."

Caught in the act of reading: Joleen Siebert is reading Dove in the Window by Earlene Fowler.
Noah Mireles celebrated his 3™ birthday with a big party on May 29.

When it comes to making a sweet and gooey, absolutely delicious, chocolatey delight, Christy
Zimmerman is the specialist.

Caught in the act of reading: Allen Linscheid is reading Tough Not Dead by Dana Stabenow.
John Risner, who spent a summer as a Ministry Inquiry intern at our church, is now a Pastor of
Youth and Worship at Ontario Christian Fellowship near Mansfield, Ohio. John also stars in the
movie "Redemption Ride,” A Christian film which won praise last year at the San Antonio
Independent Christian Film Festival.

Fresno State University provost William A. Covino recently announced the university's "excellence
in teaching” awards for 2011. Brent Auernheimer received the Technology in Education award.
The provost notes how Brent has spearheaded Fresno State's efforts to develop quality online
courses. Congratulations, Brent!

Dick and Karen Peterson recommend the movie "I Am." They saw it recently in San Luis Obispo.
Paul Reimer spent the long Memorial Day weekend with the Northern California BMW Riders Club.
Paul camped at the Mariposa County Fairgrounds and had a great time.

Emily Milton's “adult Lucy” friend Danielle Jorn is currently starring in the 2" Space Theatre
production of “"Born Yesterday.”

At July's Mennonite Church USA youth and adult assembly in Pittsburgh two road races, one 5
kilometers long and the other 10 kilometers, are being planned for Thursday evening, July 7.
FMC participants scheduled to compete are: Baldemar Ambriz, Peter Boldt, Andy Ewy, Tyler
Linscheid, and Steve Penner. This fact was first reported in the February-March edition of the
Vox Simonis. It's still a truthful statement.

(continued on next page)



Events in our FMC Family and Beyond~~~ (cont.)

Aneesa Gomez is excited about going to kindergarten in the Fall. Parents Juan and Sylvia are
happy too.

Spotted running on Manning Avenue, heading west: Manuel and Baldemar Ambriz.

Caught in the act of reading: Sara Blake is reading The Complete Adventures of Sherlock
Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.

Seventeen day old Lukas Donner made his debut appearance at the Wednesday morning Needles
& Notions group on May 25.

Caught in the act of reading: Louise Auernheimer is reading Traces of Wisdom by Louise
Stoltzfus.

True golf fact: playing in a "scramble” format, Larry Harder fold his three partners "put your
putters away.” Sure enough, he then proceeded to sink about a 12 foot putt, his ball gliding into
the very center of the waiting cup.

Spotted riding his bike on the Rails to Trail: Manuel Otero.

Araceli Moreno's MSW thesis at Fresno State University is entitled Perceptions of Mexican Un-
documented Families on the Impact to Children due to the Deportation of One or Both Parents.
This summer Sarah Pohl is interning at a radio news station in Wichita and doing a little wait-
ressing in Newton. All this is happening in the great state of Kansas.

Caught in the act of reading: Oscar Ambriz is reading Aztec by Gary Jennings. Also, in a recent
letter Oscar writes, "Convey my greetings to our church.”

While driving to Kansas, Allen, Georgia, and Jerry Linscheid encountered rain, sleet, snow, howl-
ing winds, and brilliant sunshine.

Juan Montes played volleyball on his birthday. His birthday was on May 28.

Caught in the act of reading: C. Jay Page is reading The Irresistible Revolution: Living as an
Ordinary Radical by Shane Claiborne.

Laura Penner played her flute and Peter Boldt his French horn for a Fresno Pacific wind
ensemble concert.

Ruby Kehler was treated to lunch on her recent 90™ birthday. Also, for the first time in her
life, she had her nails donel!

Caught in the act of reading: Melinda Hasegawa just finished reading Eat, Pray, Love by
Elizabeth Gilbert and Mennonite in a Little Black Dress by Rhoda Janzen.

Peter Boldt posted his best 100 freestyle swim time ever in early May.

Spotted walking on Frankwood Avenue, heading north: Bob Mason.

Caught in the act of reading: Johann Reimer is reading Tess of the D'urbervilles by Thomas
Hardy.

Kendra Bergen is completing her civil engineering degree at Cal Poly in June.

Caught in the act of reading: Steve Penner just finished reading The Little Friend by Donna
Tartt and is now reading The Confession by John Grisham.

Spotted walking across Reed Avenue, heading west into the orchards: Larry & Gail Harder.
Joleen Siebert recently visited brother Brad in New York City. She got to see seven (!) Broad-
way shows, including: "Good People," "Memphis," "War Horse," "How to Succeed in Business
without Really Trying," "The Importance of Being Earnest," "The Normal Heart," and "The Book
of Mormon." Brad was the stage manager for "How to Succeed in Business without Really
Trying."
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& THE BULLETIN BOARD

@

It there is something you would like to post on “The Bulletin
Board.” please call Dee in the church oftice, 6382917, or
send her an e-mail at tincreedley@juno.com.

100th Birthday Party
You are invited to the 100th birthday party Edward
Sywulka (father of Anna Marie Dahlquist)
WHEN: June 25- starting at noon
WHERE: Kingsburg MB Church
WHO: Any friends who remember him and may
wish to attend the party. Just drop by and enjoy
some food. No gifts please.

2011 Graduates

Master’s Degree
Araceli Moreno  Master’s in Social Work from
Fresno State University

Bachelor’s Degree
Kendra Bergen  Civil Engincering from Cal Poly
Michael Linscheid Computer Science from Bethel College

Certificates
Manucl Baritta  Diesel Mechanics from Reedley College
Daisy Cintora Cosmetology from Lawrence Company

College of Cosmetology
High School
Nabdia Hernandez Reedley High School
Zak Blake Reedley High School >
Eighth Grade g

Baldemar Ambriz Grant Middle School
Tyler Linscheid  Grant Middle School
Suzi Ewy Riverview School
Jeanette Ewy Riverview School

¢:5  Connected to the true vine, to ministries across the street and
s around the world.
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¢-2 A copy of the Prayer Vine for June is now available to you s
%% on the table in the organ entryway. July’s will be available &
at the end of June. You can also access the Prayer Vine §

&
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S # online at www.MennoniteMission.net. S
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2011 CHURCH DIRECTORY

Please make following changes:
Crouthamel, Carl & Jeanne
213-3911 (c)
512 W. Comstock Avenue
Glendora, CA 91741-2404

Kk kkdkkhhkkkkkhkhhk

Penner, Jenny
1875 E. Jefferson, Reedley
gk sk dkeok e kok ek kokok ke
Renee Harder
(559) 305-3377

Kk khhhkkkkkhkhkkkkkkkk

Ben Janzen
1436 Warner Street #1

Chico, CA 95926
*hkkhkhkhkkkkkkhkhkhkhkhkkkkkk
Tom Janzen
20 Maple Avenue
Kentfield, CA 94914
*hkkhkhkhkkkkkhkhkhkhkhkkkkkk
Laura Neufeld
1917 Ashcroft Avenue
Clovis, CA 93611
(559) 292-8865
*hkkhkkhkkhkhkkhkhkk
Merle & Florence Siebert
No longer have e-mail

CAMP KEOLA

Looking for something fun

to do with your family this
summer? Camp Keola offers a
full week of family vacation
camp from July 7 -16. Goto
www.campkeola.org for more
information.

DOPOPOPOPOPCPORPCDOCDODO
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Rumblings Around the Campus
by Paul Reimer, Custodian

The weather this year here has been welcome, but unusual with plenty of rain and snow (in
the mountain areas) mixed with cool temperatures. Therefore, the greenery looks good with
minimal watering needed so far this year.

The Trustees are working on the tower door which is to be sanded and painted dark brown
and the trim on the church outside will also be painted.

I turned on the air conditioner in the sanctuary for the first time last Sunday because of our
cool weather.

The Peace Garden looks good. The frees and bushes are being well maintained by Karen
Peterson.

The PIM young people's group painted the basement in several new colors. Reuben Montes
headed up this project.
On Memorial Day weekend I went to Mariposa for a BMW motorcycle rally.
Until next month .. Paul Reimer

Block Party VBS
Sunday, June 19

5:30 PM \]une 20‘24
Invite the neighbors! 6:158:30 p.m.

There will be For ages pre -school thru

hot dogs, 8th grade.
chips, sodas, D

bounce
hous e sERES

God is good
LOTS OF FUN

Register for VBS Invite_ your
friends.

SR

SonShine

Foods A=
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Bible Treasure Hunt :

Follow the clues to find the lasting treasures that the
Bible speaks about. When you're done, choose one of |5

the verses tfo memorize for yourself.

Kl

D6S CORNE

L] 11

Down 13
1. “Come to me, all you

that are weary and are
carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you M —Matthew 11:.28
3. "Hatred stirs up strife, but cov-
ers all offenses." — Proverbs 10:124. "But
there is with you, so that you may be
revered." —Psalm 130:4
5. "For with you is the fountain of ;in
your light we see light." — Psalm 36:9
6. "I am bringing you good news of

M — Luke 2:10b
7."Wait for the Lord: be strong, and let
your heart take ; wait for the Lord!"
— Psalm 27:14 11. “For you shall go out in
joy, and be led back in M — Isaiah
55:12a

Across

2."The of the Lord is for those who fear him, and
he makes his covenant known to them." — Psa/m 25:14

4. "'But my righteous one will live by " — Hebrews
10:38a

6. "They are to do good, to be rich in good works, ,
and ready to share." — I Timothy 6:18

7."So we are always " —2 Corinthians 5:6a

8. “'Let me fall into the hand of the Lord, for his is
very great." —1 Chronicles 21:13b

9. "I will wait for your , O Lord." —Genesis 49:1810.

"My comes from the Lord, who made heaven and
earth." — Psalm 121:2

12. "The mouths of the righteous utter ,and their
tongues speak justice." — Psalm 37:30

13. "But let roll down like waters, and righteousness
like an ever-flowing stream.” —Amos 5:24
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REEDLEY 4
PEACE CENTER '
CALENDAR

Friday, June 3, 6:30-8:30

Speakers: Jim Haber and Mary Lou Anderson, (both from Nevada Desert Experience) have just re-
turned from a Voices for Creative Nonviolence delegation that met with Afghan Youth Peace Volunteers in
support of the AYPV campaign "I Wish to Live Without Wars." Nevada Desert Experience advocates
against the use of nuclear weapons and unmanned drones in warfare.

Friday, June 10, 6:30-8:30

Documentary: Omar and Pete (60 min.) Emmy-winning producer, director and writer Tod Lending helms
this intimate portrait of Omar and Pete, longtime friends and habitual criminals who've spent most of
their lives behind bars. After their latest release from prison, each prepares to rejoin society, with mixed
results. But can they leave their bad habits behind for good?

Friday, June 17, 6:30-8:30

Reedley Peace Center Self Assessment and Goal Setting. We are approaching the end of nine years of
existence. We encourage all persons who consider themselves part of Reedley Peace Center to participate
in this review of who we are and of what we would like to become. What is and what should be the role of
the Peace Center in your life? in the local community? in the global community?

Friday, June 24, 6:30-8:30

Documentary: Babies (79 min.) Documentary filmmaker Thomas Balmes charts the simultaneous early de-
velopment of four babies from different parts of the world, illustrating what makes human life unique,
similar and precious wherever it occurs. Training his camera on newborns Hattie from San Francisco, Poni-
jao from Namibia, Bayarjargal from Mongolia and Mari from Tokyo, Balmes captures everything from first
screaming breaths to first steps.

Friday, July 1, 6:30-8:30

Documentary: Cats of Mirikitani (73 min.) Filmmaker Linda Hattendorf becomes an integral part of the
action in this heartfelt documentary about her efforts to help aging Japanese-American artist Jimmy
Mirikitani get of f the streets of New York City and make peace with his complicated past. As she and
Jimmy sift for long-lost relatives and even revisit the internment camp where he was forced to spend sev-
eral years during World War IT, Hattendorf hauls her camera along to capture every moment.

Friday, July 8, 6:30-9:00

Documentary: Seeing Red (100 min.)

About 400 known and unknown American communists were interviewed during this five-year documentary
project. As secretaries, factory workers, farmers, and intellectuals discuss the past, their insights pro-
vide both humor and pathos, but most of all, the interviewees emerge as human beings whose main interest
has remained in lowering the gap between the haves and have nots. The documentary notes that as a re-
sult of leftist agitation, the United States adopted programs like Social Security and unemployment insur-
ance faster than otherwise -- programs that were once labeled communist.
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0 June 2011

udd
‘o, O
(N
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
|
1 2 3 4
6:30PM
Trustees
5 6 7 8 9 10 1
7PM Deacons
Meeting
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
PSMC Summer | Assembly at
7PM Council FMC Upland
_—
19 Father's 20 21 22 23 24 25
Day 10AM Annual
MDS Meeting
5:30PM Block | 6:15PM VBS > in the FH
Party
26 27 28 29 30
5PM Mid-Year
Business Mtg
SUNDAY WEDNESDAY
8:45 a.m. Prayer Time in the Library 9:30 am. Needles & Notions
9:30 a.m. Christian Education 7:00 p.m. Kids Club & MYF
10:45 a.m. Worship Services in English & Spanish ~ 7:00 p.m.  Alabanza y Oracion
MONDAY FRIDAY
12 noon AA Meeting 6:30 p.m. Peace Center
TUESDAY SATURDAY
6:15 am.  Anabaptist Prayer Gathering 5:00 a.m. Prayer Time in the Fireside Room
6:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting in the Basement
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July 2

011

Sun Mon Thu Fr Sat
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
&N MC-USA | Conference in Pittsburgh, PA
A .
Z e 6:30PM Trustees
TR
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
6PM MYF
Banquet
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
7PM Council
Meeting
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31
SUNDAY WEDNESDAY
8:45 a.m. Prayer Time in the Library 9:30 am. Needles & Notions
9:30 a.m. Christian Education 7:00 p.m. Kids Club & MYF
10:45 a.m. Worship Services in English & Spanish ~ 7:00 p.m.  Alabanza y Oracion
MONDAY FRIDAY
12 noon AA Meeting 6:30 p.m. Peace Center
TUESDAY SATURDAY
6:15 am.  Anabaptist Prayer Gathering 5:00 a.m. Prayer Time in the Fireside Room

6:00 p.m.

Prayer Meeting in the Basement
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