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Immigration 
 
The recent law passed in the state of Arizona has raised the issue of immigration, and particularly illegal immigra-
ǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŜŘ aŜƴƴƻƴƛǘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ¦{!Σ ƻǳǊ ŘŜπ
nomination. 
 
CƻǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻŦ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎƻƴƎǊŜπ
gation that has as part of its membership people whose ancestors immigrated to this country generations ago.  
We also have people in our congregation who legally immigrated to our country in their own lifetimes.  And we 
have people in our congregation who immigrated to the United States illegally.  So we have a wide assortment of 
experiences in our own congregation.  The experiences of our own families have a powerful impact upon us. 
 
Over the years, during our occasional Sunday night gatherings to talk about immigration, and perhaps around the 
ŎƻŦŦŜŜ ǇƻǘΣ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎŀƳŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ 
for similar reasons, often revolving around better economic opportunities.  A sense of desperation inhabits these 
ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƻƴŜǎΦ  ²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ 
hospitality offered at our church. 
 
The flashpoint of the Arizona law and the wider conversation centers on people who are in this country illegally.  
What are we as a country to say to people who are not properly documented, who did not enter the country 
through the proper channels?  For some the law is, finally, the law, and it has to be respected.  For others entering 
the country without papers is sort of the moral equivalent of driving 82 mph in a 65 mph zone in order to get a 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǊƻƻƳΦ  ¸ŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƘȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎΦ 
 
hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǘ ƎŜǘǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ŜƴǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ 
is far from abstract.  No, it is real and it is personal.  This is what we have at our church for we have, in our congre-
gation, members and active participants who are undocumented.  We keep no record of who is documented and 
who is not documented.  Only with time and relationship and trust do we even know. 
 
Mennonite Church USA has a helpful but general statement on immigration passed some years ago.  Mennonite 
Central Committee (and especially West Coast MCC) has been actively addressing immigration concerns for a long 
while.  Locally the MCC office helps those they can with legal advice and with filling out forms, and also it has an 
advocacy function.    For those who are undocumented and for whom there is no legal recourse the West Coast 
MCC office basically says: start right now to develop a paper trail so that if and when the day comes where there 
is a path towards legal status, you can make your case. 
 
As a congregation I hope we can continue to be prayerful and mindful, especially of those in our congregation 
who are living within the shadows.  We all come at this social issue from different perspectives.  For some of us it 
is a luxury to think about, an interesting political conversation to engage in.  But for others this is every single day, 
this is something I can never escape from.  I hope that we can continue to practice compassion towards each 
other.  I hope that we can nurture each other within the body of Christ.  I hope that we can be, as we are called, 
ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƭŀǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŦŀƛǊ-minded and just. 

REFLECTIONSREFLECTIONS   

from Steve Penner  
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THOUGHTS...  
 by Barbara Ewy  

. . . Vacation Bible School and Summer Learning Experience  

    

   I am looking forward to an exciting summer of activities with our children here at church!  Our week 

of Vacation Bible School will be followed by two additional weeks of activities for our grade school chil-

dren, called the Summer Learning Experience.  A Youth Venture team of high school students will be 

joining us for a service adventure helping us with these three weeks of activities.  As I write we are ex-

pecting three girls and the team leader Jill Schmidt (who is actually a staff member with Mennonite 

Mission Network).  

   Summer Bible School has been one of my favorite activities ever since I was a child myself participat-

ing in Bible School!  This year our theme is òMeet God on the Mountainó.  We will be studying five Bible 

events that took place on mountain tops:  Moses on Mount Sinai, Elijah and the prophets of Baal on 

Mount Carmel, the transfiguration of Jesus on Mount Hermon, Jesusõ prayer on the Mount of Olives, and 

the Sermon on the Mount found in the Gospel of Matthew.  Our curriculum comes from Mennonite Pub-

lishing Network and has been named as one of five òTop Picksó by the Center for the Ministry of Teach-

ing at Virginia Theological Seminary.  The Center notes that the Faith Commitment in the Directorõs 

Guide of the material òis thoughtful, emphasizing the love of God and the blessings brought by that 

loveó.  It also notes that the planned activities in the material òlend themselves to outdoor funó. 

These activities will include art, campfire foods, games, hiking and orienteering, music, and even moun-

tain geography!  Our offering project this year will partner with the church in South Africa.  

   One change this year is that we will run VBS from Monday through Friday evenings rather than Sunday 

through Thursday.  VBS will meet from 6:15 to 8:30 p.m. Monday through Friday evening, June 28 

through July 2.  We will offer classes for children from age three through those who have just 

completed eighth grade.  The Preschool class will dismiss at 8:00 p.m.  

   Summer Learning Experience for school age children will begin the following Monday.  Each weekday 

afternoon for two weeks we want to meet with our children for an extended òBible schooló type of ex-

perience.  Our time together will include worship, Bible stories, games, and related activities.   òKids and 

Values:  Living Godõs Wayó focuses on good decision-making skills.  It works with the values of trust, re-

spect, courage, honesty and kindness.  òKids and Conflict:  Resolving Problems the Jesusõ Wayó teaches 

conflict resolution skills based on what Jesus has taught us.  We plan to spend a week with each theme.  

We will have a smaller staff than at Vacation Bible School; we still plan to worship, sing, play, and learn 

together.  Activities will include games, Bible study, puppets, snacks, art, and reading related books to-

gether in our church library (hopefully a cool spot on hot afternoons!)  In addition to the Youth Venture 

team our staff will include myself, our Ministry Inquiry student Sarah Pohl, and some of our own FMC/

PIM youth!  

   Summer Learning Experience will meet Monday through Friday afternoons from 1:00 to 5:00 

p.m., July 5 through July 16.  We invite and encourage all of our children who currently attend 

Kindergarten through Grade Six to participate.  Interested Junior High students (Grades 7 - 8) 

should talk to me and may be included July 5 - 9.   (Camp Keola Junior/Junior High camp meets July 11 -

17 and we encourage Junior High students to participate in that!)  

   I think it will be an exciting summer and Iõm looking forward to it! 
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Rinc·n Neo-Anabaptista  
Por: Juan Montes 

Los derechos del inmigrante en la Biblia   
En castellano el t®rmino çemigranteè designa a toda persona que se ha marchado a otro lugar o pa²s, en el cual resi-
de normalmente para trabajar en ®l. La palabra çinmigranteè implica un cambio de perspectiva respecto al 
çemigranteè y se refiere a toda persona que ha venido desde su lugar de origen a otro lugar o pa²s, generalmente 
tambi®n por motivos laborales. En el Antiguo Testamento la palabra çgórè es la que mejor se corresponde con nues-
tros t®rminos çemigranteè e çinmigranteè. El t®rmino çgórè aparece 92 veces en el AT ( Ex 22,20). 
En el mundo antiguo es conocido el deber de la hospitalidad hacia el forastero como un aspecto caracter²stico de la 
idiosincrasia de los pueblos semitas y mediterr§neos. Los beduinos del desierto y los pueblos n·madas, los hebreos, 
los griegos y los romanos acreditan sus costumbres hospitalarias. Ateni®ndose a razones humanitarias propias de la 
filantrop²a y al motivo religioso del temor de los dioses, en el mundo griego y romano se practica la hospitalidad. Ya 
desde la ®poca de Homero, el extranjero y el mendigo son considerados como enviados de Zeus y por ello han de 
ser tratados respetuosamente, de modo que la hospitalidad se puede entender como una virtud social y religiosa.  
En el AT son muchos los pasajes en los que aparece la hospitalidad con el forastero como un deber natural del is-
raelita. Aceptando que los patriarcas eran pastores semin·madas, se reg²an por el llamado çc·digo del desiertoè, un 
c·digo no escrito cuyo pilar b§sico era la hospitalidad con el forastero. Se pueden mencionar como relatos positivos 
ejemplares de acogida al forastero la escena de Abrah§n hospedando en su tienda, junto al encinar de Mambr®, a 
tres individuos desconocidos, en quienes reconoce la presencia del Se¶or (Gn 18,1-16). Su hospitalidad ser§ com-
pensada con el favor de Dios que conceder§ un hijo a su esposa Sara en la vejez. La misma recompensa tendr§ la 
hospitalidad de la mujer sunamita con el profeta Eliseo (2 Re 4,8-11). Job da testimonio de su hospitalidad con el 
forastero como muestra de buena conducta (Job 31,31-32). Tambi®n se encuentran en la Biblia relatos ejemplares 
negativos por haber faltado a la hospitalidad, como el de los habitantes de Sodoma. Ellos atentaron contra los hu®s-
pedes de Lot, que hab²a salido en defensa de los extranjeros hasta llegar a ofrecerles a sus propias hijas, y merecie-
ron el castigo de la ciudad (Gen 19,1-11). Lo mismo se puede decir del castigo de los benjaminitas por haber matado 
a la concubina del levita hospedado en casa del viejo efraimita de Guibe§ (Jue 19,1-30). 
En la consideraci·n del extranjero en Israel no s·lo es importante la hospitalidad con el forastero como un valor so-
cial fundamental sino tambi®n la identidad misma del pueblo de Israel desde sus or²genes. Las ra²ces semin·madas 
del pueblo hebreo, la historia errante de Abrah§n (Gn 12,1-10), de Isaac (Gn 26,1-6) y de Jacob (Gn 46,1-4), la expe-
riencia de la emigraci·n de los israelitas a Egipto que deriv· en esclavitud y opresi·n (£x 1,1-15,21) y la primera de-
portaci·n a Asiria (2 Re 15,29; 17,6; 18,9-13) son los referentes hist·ricos del que se considera com¼nmente el cre-
do hist·rico de Israel recogido en Dt 26, 5-10: çMi padre era un arameo errante, que baj· a Egipto y residi· all² sien-
do pocos a¼n, pero se hizo una naci·n grande, fuerte y numerosa....è 
Con todo, el elemento m§s destacado del tratamiento del inmigrante en la Biblia y que constituye la principal nove-
dad de Israel respecto a los pueblos de su entorno cultural es la presencia del inmigrante en los textos legales, lo 
cual supone la elaboraci·n y promulgaci·n de leyes encaminadas a proteger a los inmigrantes, reconoci®ndoles pro-
gresivamente todos sus derechos en la sociedad israelita. La Biblia en sus tradiciones legales originarias, el C·digo 
de la Alianza del libro del £xodo (£x 20,22-23,19) , el C·digo Deuteronomio (Dt 12-26), el Dodec§logo Siquemita (Dt 
27) y la Ley de Santidad del Lev²tico (Lv 17-26), articula y desarrolla una legislaci·n genuina sobre el inmigrante, el 
cual es siempre beneficiario de las medidas de protecci·n social recogidas en las leyes de la sociedad israelita ya 
desde el siglo IX a. C., pero cuyo origen se remonta a la ®poca de los Jueces en Israel. En esas leyes, que revelan el 
proyecto de Dios sobre la convivencia humana en la justicia, el inmigrante tiene todos y los mismos derechos que el 
nativo (Lv 19,33-34; £x 22,20; Dt 10,19; Nm 15,15). 
Nuestra reflexi·n sobre el problema de los inmigrantes desde la perspectiva cristiana acude a las fuentes de la reve-
laci·n para descubrir en los veneros de las tradiciones b²blicas las aportaciones espec²ficas del cristianismo a la so-
ciedad global e intercultural, donde los movimientos migratorios se manifiestan como una consecuencia m§s de las 
estructuras econ·micas injustas de la humanidad y de las pol²ticas generadoras y promotoras de desigualdad entre 
los pueblos. A modo de conclusi·n destacamos: 
1. El car§cter legal del t®rmino çinmigranteè y la dimensi·n espiritual del t®rmino çemigranteè en la Biblia 
En los textos b²blicos se constata la presencia de dos tendencias fundamentales en la consideraci·n de los emigran-
tes, de las cuales se derivan las claves para una teolog²a de la inmigraci·n. Por una parte, el predominio del car§cter 
legal y jur²dico del t®rmino çinmigranteè en la Biblia sit¼a el problema de la inmigraci·n en el nivel de la justicia social 
y revela un orden legal que, aparte de las consideraciones ®ticas o teol·gicas de fondo, objetiva las razones de un 
sistema de justicia vigente en diversos c·digos antiqu²simos recogidos en las tradiciones legales del Pentateuco y se 
convierte en una referencia hist·rica relevante para cualquier legislaci·n. Por otra, en la Biblia se percibe un proceso 
de teologizaci·n progresiva de la categor²a del çemigranteè, lo cual comporta una espiritualizaci·n del t®rmino tanto 
en la religiosidad israelita como en la comunidad cristiana primitiva. Esta dimensi·n religiosa se remonta al origen 
abrah§mico de la fe, revela la identidad hist·rica profunda de jud²os y cristianos y manifiesta la humildad, la provisio-
nalidad y la dependencia del ser humano respecto a Dios en el peregrinaje de su existencia. 
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2. La justicia social de la Biblia declara a los inmigrantes beneficiarios de todos los derechos 
A partir de los primeros textos de la legislaci·n b²blica sobre el inmigrante en el C·digo de la Alianza (£x 22,20; 
23,9; 23,12) y a tenor de su desarrollo posterior en las tradiciones deuteron·micas (Dt 24,14-22; 27,19; 10,19) y las 
sacerdotales del Lev²tico (Lv 19,33-34; 23,22), en la justicia social b²blica se articula una legislaci·n genuina sobre 
el inmigrante, que lo convierte exclusivamente en beneficiario de las leyes y de las medidas de protecci·n social y 
en sujeto de todos y los mismos derechos que el nativo israelita (Lv 19,33-34; £x 22,20; Nm 15,15). Y todo ello in-
dependientemente de su procedencia y de las causas de su emigraci·n. Para la ley s·lo cuenta el estatuto legal del 
inmigrante como persona necesitada. Por eso el inmigrante no puede ser objeto de abuso, de explotaci·n, de veja-
ci·n alguna, ni de extorsi·n, y mucho menos se puede aceptar la legitimaci·n de medidas de exclusi·n o de perse-
cuci·n del inmigrante. Desde la interpretaci·n evang®lica de la justicia y la identificaci·n plena de Jes¼s de Nazaret 
con los pobres, los necesitados, los excluidos y los forasteros, el evangelio de Mateo consolida y culmina el manda-
to deuteron·mico del amor al inmigrante (Dt 10,19). Las bienaventuranzas (Mt 5,3-12) y el final del discurso esca-
tol·gico (Mt 25,31-46) convierten a los inmigrantes, junto a todos los indigentes y oprimidos del mundo, y s·lo por el 
mero hecho de serlo, en herederos de la tierra y en beneficiarios con pleno derecho del Reino de Dios. 
3. La memoria del sufrimiento como fundamento de los derechos del inmigrante 
Todas las leyes que en el Antiguo Testamento tratan de los inmigrantes velando por su protecci·n y defendiendo 
sus derechos humanos y sociales est§n dirigidas a la comunidad de los israelitas, que son los destinatarios ¼nicos 
de las prescripciones legales. Las cl§usulas motivacionales de dichas leyes dan cuenta de las razones de tales nor-
mas. Los dos tipos de argumentaci·n frecuentes en ellas recurren a la memoria hist·rica del sufrimiento de Israel 
evocando bien sea la experiencia de la emigraci·n en Egipto o bien sea el sufrimiento de la esclavitud en Egipto, 
pero diferenciando las dos etapas. La f·rmula çporque + fuiste emigrante + en Egiptoè (Ex 22,20; 23,9; Lv 19,34; Dt 
10,19) fundamenta el contenido mismo de las leyes seg¼n el principio de reciprocidad, de modo que tanto la prohibi-
ci·n de la opresi·n, la explotaci·n y la vejaci·n del inmigrante como el amor hacia ®l se apoya en el pasado hist·ri-
co de Israel como emigrante. En cambio, la f·rmula çrecuerda + fuiste esclavo + en Egiptoè (Dt 6,21; 16,12; 
24,18.22) evoca la opresi·n de la esclavitud e invoca el principio de gratuidad liberadora de Dios para reclamar el 
cumplimiento de toda ley defensora de los pobres, representados en la tr²ada deuteron·mica: çel inmigrante, el 
hu®rfano y la viudaè. Convertir la memoria del sufrimiento y la tradici·n de los oprimidos en raz·n y argumento de 
las leyes que miran por el bien y la liberaci·n de los pobres y de los inmigrantes es encontrar la raz·n humana m§s 
profunda del derecho y de la justicia.  
4. La condici·n de emigrante como paradigma de la vida cristiana y como estrategia social en el horizonte de la fra-
ternidad universal 
El car§cter religioso del t®rmino çemigranteè presente en el sentido metaf·rico de textos como Lv 25,23; Sal 39,13 
y 1 Cr 29,15 resalta sobremanera la dimensi·n de la esperanza en Dios de los israelitas durante la di§spora jud²a 
postex²lica, en las ®pocas helen²stica y romana. Esta experiencia de di§spora y de emigraci·n es la realidad social 
dominante en las comunidades petrinas de Asia Menor destinatarias de la Carta primera de Pedro del Nuevo Testa-
mento. La condici·n jur²dica y social de emigrantes sin patria ni hogar propicia a los cristianos y cristianas de 1 Pe 
la oportunidad extraordinaria de dar testimonio de la esperanza puesta en Dios (1 Pe 1,3.11.21; 3,15), de mostrar 
ante los no creyentes comportamientos convincentes de respeto, de disponibilidad y de bondad, capaces de provo-
car extra¶eza y admiraci·n en medio de la sociedad hostil en la que viven. Para ello cuentan con la fuerza del Esp²-
ritu que emana de la Pasi·n de Cristo (1 Pe 2,21-25; 3,18; 4,1). £ste es la aut®ntica piedra de choque para los 
constructores de este mundo, pero al mismo tiempo piedra angular (1 Pe 2,4-10) y clave en la construcci·n de la 
fraternidad humana universal, de la que es una realidad viva en el tiempo presente la fraternidad cristiana. As² pues, 
la realidad social de los emigrantes de la di§spora y el talante espiritual correspondiente a la fe en Cristo hacen de 
la condici·n emigrante un paradigma de la vida cristiana y, al mismo tiempo, una estrategia testimonial marcada por 
el esp²ritu de resistencia y de aguante en el sufrimiento por la justicia (1 Pe 2,18-20; 3,14), con la valent²a propia de 
las personas libres (1 Pe 3,14; 2,16) y haciendo siempre el bien. 
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Events in our FMC Family and Beyond~~~  
The recipients on the Hopi Reservation received their comforters that our Young Womenõs Group made for 

them and were very happy to receive them.  

After Bridget Ndlovu left Reedley she went back to Nelspruli, South Africa where she got married.  She and 

her husband recently purchased a new house and she is now sewing curtains for her home.  

On May 12th  the MYF learned about some of the challenges and opportunities inherent in a few professions.  

Rusty Moyer, Christine Moyer, and Sharon Reimer talked to the MYF on May 12 about the worlds of educations 

and nursing. 

Caught in the act of reading:  Richard Dahlquist is reading My Name is Asher Lev  by Chaim Potok. 

Gail Harder participated in the Teen Momõs retreat on the weekend of May 14-16. 

Congratulations to Sara Blake for being named to the Academic All -WAC team!  Sara swims the breaststroke 

for the NCAA Division 1 Fresno State University womenõs swim team.  This is a wonderful honor and we        

congratulate Sara, who is majoring in biology.  

Caught in the act of reading:  David Krehbiel is reading Einsteinõs Universe by Nigel Calder.  

Emily Milton starred in the Reedley River City Theatreõs production of òYouõre a Good Man, Charlie Brown.ó  

Emily plays the role of Lucy.  

According to an observant listener equipped with modern technical tools, Steve Pennerõs sermon on May 9th  

lasted exactly 32 minutes and 2.2 seconds.  

Dick Peterson and Dave Hasegawa recently got completely soaked while golfing in Livermore.  They report that 

the wind was howling with gusts up to 50 mph.  The rain was blowing sideways. Still, they managed to get in 12 

holes. 

Caught in the act of reading:  Sharon Reimer is reading In Search of the Soul, Four Views of the Mind Body 

Problem, edited by Joel B. Green and Stuart L. Palmer.  

Young Ricardo Islas can really preach!  

Ruth Kohfeld lives in Susanville but stays in touch with old friends like Mary Ishimaru.  

Marianne Unruh saw the last launching of the space shuttle Atlantis on May 14 th  in Florida.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Carol Krehbiel is reading The King of California  by Mark Arax and Rick       

Wartzman.  

Baledmar Ambriz has been selling lots of raffle tickets for Riverview School.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Jordan Penner is reading Cien Anos de Soledad by Gabriel Garcia Marquez.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Dee Patrick is reading The Yada Yada Prayer Group Gets Decked Out  by Neta 

Jackson. 

Sarah Wellman and Mike Adrian are making goat cheese thanks to their friendly goat Lucy.  

Abby Moyer left on her cross -country trek to her new home in Redding, Pennsylvania on May 24 th . 

In a nightly ritual Dick and Karen Peterson lead their chickens to the chicken coop.  Karen leads the way, the 

chickens follow, and Dick brings up the rear with a broom in hand.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Judy Warkentin is reading Stones into Schools  by Greg Mortenson.  

Alfred Unruh and daughter Marianne sensed a storm coming in Oklahoma.  They werenõt yet to the half-way 

point in their grand journey from Florida to California.  Thank goodness they found shelter at an Indian gaming 

site.  The hail tumbling from the sky reached the size of baseballs.  

When Glena Penner goes to Bakersfield to visit her parents she usually makes an apple pie, her momõs favorite. 

Caught in the act of reading:  Jerry Linscheid is reading When Genius Failed:  The Rise and Fall of Long -Term 

Capital Management by Roger Lowenstein.  

The Mission and Service Committee of our church helped to sponsor a rally at Mueller Park on Friday, May 14.  

There was lots of music and a message by Ruben Montes.  Ruben and Jose Mireles gave leadership to the big 

event.  More than a dozen young people declared their intention to follow Jesus in faith and life that evening.  

          (Events in our FMC Family and Beyond continued on page 6)  



 

Caught in the act of reading:  Louise Auernheimer just finished reading At Powerline and Diamond Hill:   

Unexpected Intersections of Life and Work  by Lee Snyder.  

Ron Ewy, Dick Peterson, and Karen Peterson all sang Mendelssohnõs Messiah and Brahmõs Requiem on April 

25 th  in Fresno.  They were part of the large choir that performed at Roy Klassenõs farewell concert. 

Caught in the act of reading:  Kendra Bergen is reading Leotaõs Garden by Francine Rivers.  

Our Ministry Inquiry student from Bethel College, Sarah Pohl, spends significant time singing and playing 

the piano.  Sarah is from Moundridge, Kansas.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Allen Linscheid is reading Wisdom of the Last Farmer  by David Mas          

Masumoto. 

Ele Friesen played a duet with her Fresno grand -children at their recent recital.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Derrick Ramer is reading Velvet Elvis  by Rob Bell. 

Sharon Reimer was up past midnight completing her major paper for the seminary class she took on        

Corinthians.  

Noticed on Facebook:  Angelica Valdovinos at Cal Poly Pomona recently faced a day that began with a quiz, 

then she had a test, and then, finally, a presentation.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Ken and Kass Seitz are both reading If the Church were Christian:            

Rediscovering the Values of Jesus  by Philip Gurey.  

At a recent church council meeting the council members split right down the middle in a vote.  The matter 

still waits to be decided.  

Young Elijah Montes is in Leonard and Katrinaõs wedding party. 

Caught in the act of reading:  Brent Auernheimer is reading DIY U: Edupunks, Edupreneurs, and the Coming 

Transformation of Higher Education  by Anya Kamenetz.  

A solid crew of young adults from our church are all working for Don Ewy this summer.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Barbara Ewy is reading Continuing the Journey: a Geography of our Faith .  

This is a collection of essays by Eastern Mennonite University folks.  

Tyler Linscheid is skilled in the art of making brownies.  He made some for youth group just the other 

night.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Suzi Ewy is reading Alabama Moon by Watt Key.  

Jemima Andrade likes to practice her roller skating.  

Paul Buxman is thankful for his friendly, responsive family doctor.  We are all thankful that Paul can fiddle 

again. 

Caught in the act of reading:  Laura Penner is reading A Thousand Suns by Khaled Hosseini.  

Two specialists at the grill in our church are Dave Hasegawa and Alexis Sandoval.  

On the road to his PhD, Lance Zimmerman is almost finished with his Masters.  

Rusty Moyer was delighted to take a bike ride on a recent Sunday afternoon.  

James Salyers, Dana Salyers, AJ Salyers, Steve Penner, and Glena Penner all hear the same dog barking 

during the night.  

Old friends John and Jeanne Heyerly passed through Reedley just before Memorial Day weekend.  

Paul Reimer went to a BMW motorcycle gathering in Mariposa over the Memorial Day weekend.  

Juan Gomez isnõt the only one counting the days until Mexico plays host South Africa to kick off the World 

Cup on June 11th . 

Caught in the act of reading:  Elijah Penner is reading Once Upon a Country, a Palestinian Life  by Sari   

Nusseibeh. 

(Events in our FMC Family and Beyond continued on page 7)  

Events in our FMC Family and Beyond~~~ (cont.)  
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 Rumblings Around the Campus 
by Paul  Reimer, Custodian  

We have had a cool and wet Spring this year.  The lawn and garden at this church are green and look good.  

 The one post in the middle vestibule outside of the church sanctuary had dry rot and was replaced by Bob Mason 

and I painted the post.  This was one of our projects for May.  

 We have several desks in storage which will be given to Nearly New to sell.  Also two couches in the youth class-

room in the basement were removed by Juan Gomez.  We still have wooden benches in the basement for people to 

take home.  

 The Church in the Basement is moving their furniture, art supplies and musical instruments out of the Basement.  

 I will be in Mariposa for Memorial weekend for four days.  Until the next issue of the Vox Simonis ñPaul  
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               REEDLEY  

                  PEACE CENTER  

                                    CALENDAR 
 

Friday, June 4 , 6:30 -8:30  

Speaker: Doug Page.  Topic: Private Banking and Money Creation:   A human institution 

that siphons away our wealth and voting power.  

 

Friday, June 11,  6:30 -8:30  

Documentary: 30 DAYS: "A border - patrolling minuteman" moves in with an undocumented 

Mexican family.   What better way to give people a crash course in empathy than to have 

them inhabit somebody else's life for 30 days?   That's exactly what Super Size Me director 

and star Morgan Spurlock  does on this popular FX Network show.  

Events in our FMC Family and Beyond~~~ (cont.)  

Shoroq Hijizeen went on a field trip to Disneyland on May 22 nd. 

Alan and Barbara Ewy chaperoned Fowler High School seniors during their all night excursion to Disneyland 

May 20 -21. 

Caught in the act of reading:  Joleen Siebert is reading The Help  by Kathryn Stockett.  

Laura Penner sang the solo òIõve got you under my skinó while accompanied by the Reedley High School Jazz 

Band.  Annette Ewy, Peter Boldt, and Andy Ewy all play in the jazz band.  This took place at the recent band 

concert at the PAT at Reedley High School.  

Noticed on Facebook:  Melinda Hasegawa and Michelle Wall Ramer are discussing the merits of various rice-

makers. 

Shannon Koehler, well known in Camp Keola circles, is the drummer for a fine band called The Stone Foxes.  

Frank Riffel, Tom Caron, Paisley Caron, and Jordan Penner were all delighted when the Braves scored 7 runs 

in the bottom of the 9 th  to win a major league baseball game.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Cathy Ratmeyer is reading Hidden in Plain View, a Secret Story of Quilts and 

the Underground Railroad  by Jaqueline L. Tobin and Raymond G. Dodbard.  

http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Morgan_Spurlock/20057656
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

June Birthdays  

1ñRuth Rogalsky 

3ñTed Harder  

5ñTerry Novack  

8ñMaxi Ambriz 

10ñMargarita Serrano  

13ñLillian Dueck 

14ñBetsy funk  

17ñYesemia Lozano 

17ñFreda Prjnak 

18ñMaryBeth Janzen  

20ñKate Milton  

20ñJames Salyers 

20ñAlex Vasilenko 

22ñOscar Ambriz  

22ñMelva Ewy  

22ñBalke Linscheid 

22ñRicardo Trejo  

23ñDavid Kope  

24ñKyle Bohn  

28ñGraciela Sandoval 

July Birthdays  

1ñKaren Peterson 

2ñJemima Andrade 

4ñJerry Janzen 

5ñTracy Gonzalez 

7ñCorinna Ruth  

7ñYareii De Aquino  

8ñBernice Isaak 

13ñAngelica Valdovinos 

19ñAneesa Gomez 

20ñAllen Linscheid 

21ñLexamarie Sandoval 

22ñLeonard Mireles 

22ñCaleb Montaño  

23ñMarianna Habegger 

27ñIrene Healy 

28ñFrank Rogalsky 

29ñMary Hiebert  




