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The Vox Simonis is published bi-monthly. The Vox Simonis is designed to inform the FMC Congregation
and friends of the congregation of fAGodds worko throug
greater community.

OHear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord i
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your
strength. The second is this, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other
commandment greater than these. 6

Mark 12:29-31

Individual submissions are welcome. Please bring contributions to the church office. You may
also email submissions to fmcreedley@juno.com

You may now read this newsletter on our website at: www.fmcreedley.org/Worship/Newsletters

WEB SITE INFORMATION

First Mennonite Church now has a website on the internet.
This publication may be viewed on our website at:
www.fmcreedley.org

You may email the church office at:
fmcreedley@juno.com
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Submissions are accepted and are used by discretion of the editor.
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REFLECTIONS

from Steve Penner

Changing, again

LQY &dzOK F ONBI Gdz2NBE 2F KIoAG® LQY a2 NRUGdz £ A&
for my condition. When | drive to church on Sunday morning it is important to me to park in the same
spot every week. My coffee habits were choreographed long ago, certain things | do late at night,

other procedures are followed early in the morning. The same way, day after day.
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So, of course, when at church many months ago we began talking about changing our Sunday morning
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homes and families, our workplaces, and in other groups and institutions we are part of. And |

suppose that if we step back and take the long view we know that sometimes we are on the side of
keeping things just the way they are, and other times we are the ones clamoring for things to be
different, to (please!) change.
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important issue in the world. But | think this intentional nudging one way or the other our time of

worship does expose our deeply held habits of the heart. All of us are accustomed to worshiping over
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Now, some of us will have to adjust to worshiping earlier than usual. For others of us it means
worshiping later than usual. Everyone is being asked to change. All of us are asked to make these
changes for the perceived good of the whole.
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another brother or sister in our church feels.
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and alive in our own time and place.
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THOUGHTS...

by Barbara Ewy

| Wonder Why?

Shortly after the time change when darkness comes early | found myself at church for
an evening committee meeting. As | sat in the car after arriving early | looked out the

wi ndows. | saw the church building standi

houses lit dimly by the street lights. | saw a few single pedestrians moving quickly
down the sidewalks. The trees were dim shadows and color was largely absent. |
knew Christmas was getting closer yet none of my ideas for a Christmas program had

jell ed. We needed to start rehearsals s
| sat quietly for a few moments, somethi
AWhy did it all happen at night? The ma
the wise menéwhy couldnoét it have happen

much of the story happened at night stayed with me. | pondered it through the week. |
began to ask people. | posed my question at our next staff meeting. | posted it on
Facebook. |l |'istened eagerly for peopl e
received. Some were serious; many were just fun. And | reread the Christmas story
from Matthew and Luke, chapters 1 and 2. Much that happened that night was
wonderful; some of it was fearful; all of it was amazing and awesome. Out of my
wonderings and the answers | received creativity was sparked; Night of Wonder was
born.

Who among us has never been afraid? Our Christmas play this year joins a child,
Tommy, who is sent to bed on Christmas Eve. Like many of us who as children were
afraid of the dark, Tommy doesné6t want t
comfort. Besi des, Christmas is coming;
various family members come to put Tommy to bed, the nativity story is revisited and
Tommy has opportunity to face his fear.

We invite you to join the children and youth as they present Night of Wonder on
Sunday, December 18, at 5:00 p.m. in the church sanctuary. We will sing carols, hear
the nativity story once again, and join Tommy on his Christmas eve journey through
the night to meet the Christ child and face his fear.
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Ri n c - nRAnd&bapobsta
Por: Juan Montes

AGUA SUCIA

Una alumna de un colegio falt- a clases por un:é
gue | a primera no asist2za a clases porque est at
La maestra escuch:- |l os comentarios y |l am- a | @
-*Por favor, tr8eme un. vaso de agua bien Il eno"
La estudiante se | o trajo y-"Tieatodaoehaguaalpisoti - n | a 1
La muchacha titube-, pero al , de

derramada el agua en el suelo, la maestra le dijo: - "Ahora,
recoge el agua del piso y ponla en el vaso”, -"No se
puede',di j o | a al umna L dHazld, das t
alumna con pafos y serville
as2 | leg- a Il enar medio va

La maestra le dijjo alaalumna: -"As 2 es ¢ o0 mo
la fama y el honor de tu co
-"Aun cuando quieras reparar el mal que haz hecho, no
podr 8s hacerl o total mente"”
"Sabes, tu compafYfera falt
entierro de su padre que fa

REFLEXION

Casi todos hemos experimentado vVv2yilademgn@notieee el
hueso". Tal vez hemos escuchado algo negativo que paso a alguien que conocemaos 0 que in-
cluso no conocemos, Yy a partir de ah? hemos esfy
ci-n y/ o | as personas involucradas. Este es el
conflictos y | os malentendidos. Sabemos que | a

puede causar grandes incendios. Destruir personas emocional, profesional y espiritualmente
se ha vuelto algo cotidiano dentro y fuera de la iglesia cristiana.

En nuestro servicio a Dios hemos escuchado hi st
palidecer a las que en el mundo secular se lanzan competidores en los negocios, los deportes

y |l a pol2tica. Aungue algunas de estas histori:
edifican a nadie. Todo | o contrario. Si usted e
si usted es parte del cuerpo de Cristo, esto debe desterrarse diariamente de nuestras vidas

mar cadas por compl ejos, heridas y mal os h8bit os

Todos estamos en un proceso de cambio. Entendemos que Dios esta
Ri n c - nrAndbaptista cont—>


http://manadelider.blogspot.com/

Ri n c - RAnabaptsta (cont)
N T I T I T —

m8s inter®s ado en nuestro car8cter que en n
lo material

qgquedara aqu? y pasara a otros como antes | o

donde se forja el car8cter es para |l a eterni
nuestros comentarios, opiniones y c¢cr2ticas d
vidas y reflejan un pobr2simo testimonio de

FRASE DE PODER

De boca cerrada no sale chisme

ESCRITURA

Santiago 1:19 (RV95)

"todo hombre sea pronto para o02r, tardo para

Se que Dios nos ha dado dos orejas y una sol

mas obvia, necesitamos aceptar nuestro equip
necesitamos escuchar el dobl e de | o que habl
empezar a cambio nuestros patrones de comuni

Oro hoy para que no repitas nada negativo de




Events in our FMC Family and Beyond~~~

Emily Milton is a force in the goalie box.

Corinna Ruth wrote the lead article in the Fall 2011 issue of the California Mennonite Historical So-
ciety Bulletin. ltdés called 0The Rempel Famil yods
ticle about the Aron and Susanna Rempel family.

Caught in the act of reading: Dietrich Reimer is reading The Rise and Fall of Synanon by Rod Jan-
zen.

Ricardo Andrade won his age group in the Reedley Fiesta two mile run held on October 8. His dad,
Sebastian, finished after he did.

Even when it gets cold and dark Paul Reimer rides his bicycle to work.

The Reedley High School freshmen football team won the North Yosemite League championship this
year. Linebacker Baldemar Ambriz played an important part, as did coaches Irvin Isaak and A.J.
Salyers.

Noticed on Facebook: Angelica Valdovinos seems to be producing some really nice, and really fancy,
pottery down at Cal Poly Pomona.

Caught in the act of reading: Mary Beth Janzen just finished Steve Jobs by Walter Isaacson.
Caught in the act of reading: Sharon Reimer just finished reading Denial of the Soul by M. Scott
Peck.

FMCers who competed in the 3 ™ Annual Central Valley Golf Tour included Dick Peterson, Wendell
Rempel, Steve Penner, Larry Harder, and Dave Hasegawa. Dave, because of his outstanding golf
skills, took home one of the two main prizes.

Ben Janzen is now a business major at Cal State at Chico.

Even when it is cold and dark, Joleen Siebert is willing to take a walk.

Marvin Ambriz, a junior chemistry student at UCLA, has attended a few UCLA Bruins football

games.

Ted Harder returned from Virginia for Thanksgiving.

Noticed on Facebook: Kendra Bergen appreciates a good hamburger.

Even when it gets cold and dark Roger Zimmerman rides his bicycle to work.

Caught in the act of reading: Paul Ruth is reading The Lemon Tree: an Arab, a Jew, and the Heart
of the Middle East _ by Sandy Tolan.

Glena Penner recently visited son Jordan and future daughter  -in-law Jenny in southern Texas. She
enjoyed reading a book while sitting near a lake on the campus of the University of Texas at
Brownsuville.

Juan and Carmen Montes had a good time visiting their children in San Diego.

Caught in the act of reading: Jerry Linscheid is reading Wild Things: The Art of Nurturing Boys by
Stephen James and David Thomas.

Sara Blake wonders how it is that her freshman brother Zak managed to finagle such a great class
schedule at Fresno State.

Sylvia Gomez is enjoying her hospital work in Hanford and is looking forward to further training to
become a nurse.

Gym rats: Gail Harder, Gracie Rogalsky, Steve Penner, Kyle Kresge, Ele Friesen, Carolyn Peters,
Joleen Siebert, Aaron Rodriguez.

Jim Compton-Schmidt is active in the Occupy Fresno movement. This movement calls our collective
attention to the growing economic disparities in our country.

Rusty and Christine Moyer spent time in Portland over the Thanksgiving holiday.

(continued on next page)
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Events in our FMC Family and Beyond~~~ (cont.)

e Noticed on Facebook: Sarah Pohl never runs out of things to do at Bethel College.
e Jose and Leonard Mirelesd business, 0Tough Guys, 0
e Caught in the act of reading: Allen Linscheid is reading  The Litigators by John Grisham.
e Noticed on Facebook: Angelica Valdovinos is happy about her credit card situation.
e Barbara Ewy is writing another original play for o
December 18!
e Maritsa Ambriz likes to play defense for the Reedley High School girls junior varsity soccer
team.
e Caughtin the act of reading: Georgia Linscheid is reading Mennonite Country Boy by C. Henry
Smith.
e Pastor Juan Montes is coaching the Orange Cove High School junior varsity girls soccer team.
e Johann and Laura Reimer will spend Christmas in Go
¢ Nick Boldt recently walked through a canyon in Germany.
e Even whenitis cold outside, Frank Riffel takes his morning walk.
e Yessica Ambriz recently got her scrubs at Palm Village.
e David Scott Hasegawa drove his grandparents® motor
e Baldemar Ambriz is spending part of his winter wrestling for the Reedley High School
wrestling squad.
e Larry and Gail Harder plan to accompany son Jake on a December visit to Guatemala.
e Both Zak Blake and Annette Ewy like to rock climb indoor mountains in Fresno.
e When it comes to football, Barbara Ewy listens to her heart.
e David Krehbiel is pleased with the changes at Reedley High School regarding proper recycling
of their cardboard.
e Caughtin the act of reading: Corinna Ruthisreading At t he Devil 6s Table: The
of the Insider Who Brought Down the Cali Cartel by William C. Rempel.
e Armando Mireles sure plays a mean guitar.
e Noticed on Facebook: Shoroq Hijazeen loves being with her cousins.
e Even when itis cold and dark, Kyle Kresge rides his bike to work and school.
e Caught in the act of reading: Paul Reimer is reading The Floor of Heaven by Harold Blum.
e Noticed on Facebook: Mike Linscheid had an unfortunate little accident in his kitchen in San
Pedro Sula, Honduras.
e Even when itis cold outside, John Krahn rides his bike down the trail.
e Ricardo Andrade knows a lot about soccer, especially the Mexican national team.
e Yessica Ambriz, Peter Boldt, and Andy Ewy are all thinking about college options.
e Arnie and Melva Ewy welcomed lots of Ewys to their home on Thanksgiving Day.
e Paul Reimer appreciates the a cappella singing on
e Caughtin the act of reading: Glena Penner is reading Love in the Time of Cholera by Gabriel
Garcia Marquez.
e Jim Compton-Schmidt plays Jazz on two Fresno radio stations. His programs were highlighted
in the Life section of the December 1 Fresno Bee.
e Johann and Laura Reimer spent Thanksgiving in Hesston, Kansas.
e Jess and Evaline Preheim will see two granddaughters get married in 2012.
e Noticed on Facebook: Kendra Bergen has been stringing popcorn.

6



Rumblings Around the Campus
by Paul Reimer, Custodian

The time change has occurred and the leaves are falling.
The lawn is dormant without watering being done.

A window was broken last Sunday in the Sunday School wing and on
Monday | replaced it with a new one.

The lights in the kitchen have all been replaced by Roger Zimmerman and myself,
in total six lights.

| am looking for gloss white paint to paint the ceiling in the kitchen.
Every day more leaves fall. Until all the leaves are gone, | will be

raking leaves dalily.
That is all that is happening right now .. Paul Reimer

Wednesday, January 11, 2012

5:30 PM

In the Fellowship Hall

Borscht Homemade Bread
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December Birthdays
1i Jose Mireles
2f Maritsa Ambriz
3fi Madie Butts
3ii Janet Linscheid

January Birthdays
10 Ricky Islas
5fi Sina Yang Penner
7f Ed Boldt
11 Daisy Baritta
11f Brenda Isaacs

3ii Patricia Soder

5f David Ewy 11f Dana Salyers
8f Barbara Ewy 12fi Corrine Krehbiel
11 Glena Penner 19f Sebastian Andrade

13f Michael Janzen
15fA Sarah Montafio

20A Don Friesen
21A Christine Moyer

18fi Vernon Flaming 223 Deysi Becerri

19i Lorene Blanchard

22fi Mary Penner
20f Isaac Penner 23A Micah Penner
20i Roger Zimmerman 26fi JoLynne Blake
22fi Doug Ruth 28fi Margarita Moreno
23fi Alexis Sandoval 29fi Francisca Valdovinos
23 Scarlet Sandoval 301 Kim Gurnee
24fi Manuel Otero 31 Steve Penner

26/ Alma Rodriguez

Happy Appiversary

Happy Anniversary
December Anniversaries January Anniversaries
157 Jorge & Blanca Romero (8 years) 2fA Johann & Laura Reimer (2 years)
287 Irvin & Berniece Isaak (49 years) 7fi Dan & Dolores Boldt (6 years)
2871 Ted & Fran Loewen (40 years) 197 Vernon & Doris Flaming (66 years)
287 Gus & Mary Penner (9 years) 197 Larry & Gall Harder (38 years)

297 Dave & Melinda Hasegawa (38 years)



THE BULLETIN BOARD 2

If there is something you would like to post on
0The Bulletin Board, 6
church office, 632917, or send her anneail at
fmcreedley@juno.com.

2012CHURCH DIRECTOR
Dee is working on the 2012

church directory. We would likg
to put new pictures in this year.
So check with Denny Mason to
get your family pictures taken,

or send one to Dee at fmcreedIqy
@juno.com.

If you have any changes that
need to be made, please make

sure to notify Dee in the church
office.

World Handcrafts

pl ease call Dee in the

As many of you know, World Handcraft
products will no longer be sold at the store
here in Reedley. All items are being sold
at drastically reduced prices. All items
will be sold by the end of this month
(December),

So stop by the store and pick up a few
things before they are all gone.

Store hours are 1 M+ and 104 on Sat-
urdays.

The store is at 1012 G Street in downtown
Reedley.

Sl e e S S e M e i S e e S e S
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CHRISTMAS GIVING
Looking for alternative giving ideas for Christmas?

Consider giving to Mennonite Mission Network,
MEDA Gift Solutions or MCC.

Check out www.MennoniteMission.net/GiftCatalog,

www.giftsolutions.org,
or www.mcc.org/Christmas -giving

S S S A S e S S S e e B
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located in the Sierra View Homes Retirement Community. These new apartments are built
with the most modern amenities, safety features, ample storage and innovative spacious
floor plans that feature balconies to give you a wider view of our historical city.

Amenities include:
-Membership to the on site Wellness Center including pool.
-A fully equipped kitchen with granite countertops.
-Refrigerator, stove, dishwasher, microwave, garbage disposal and washer/dryer.

-A cable television package with 39 channels.
-An Emergency communication pull cord system.

-Electric Heating and Air Conditioning systems.

-On duty night maintenance and security.
-On Campus parking (covered parking an additional $25/month).
-Spacious common areas for reading and refreshments.

The Rent includes:
-Daily evening/dinner meal.
-Natural gas service.
-Housekeeping service (one hour a week).
-Water and sewer service.
-Garbage and recycling service.
-Administrative services.

The Sierra View Terrace apartments are rented on a month to month basis.
First and last months rent are due at lease signing.
There is a $350.00 nerefundable Admission fee.

«Waiting lists are starting now for the Sierra View Terraces. We expect
them to be move in ready Feb. 2012. Your $350 Admission fee
payment gives you your choice. Apartments are a first come first serve

basis.**

Let us welcome you home! Contact Ro Linscheid or Timm Tilson a6383226 to inquire on the avail-
ability of your new apartment today.
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Join us for an evening of
drama on
Synday, December 18
t5:00 p.m.
hurgh sanctuary

%

Night of Wonder

Th pro i m Wl" be followed by a tlme of fellowship

sseirts and hot G coldte. yemilies are invited to
r : #

of Chrlstmas goodles to share.

* *




KI D6S CORNE

God never gives up

Complete the crossword puzzle by searching through
Exodus 7-11 in your Bible.

Across:

A 5 6. 3. The ninth plague.

4. Place where the Israelites were kept safe.
6. The second plague.

7. A terrible disease or disaster.

9. The first plague turned this into blood.

Down:
1. Ruler who kept changing his mind.
2. Went to speak to the king.
9. 3. The fifth plague.

: 5. The seventh plague.
6. The fourth plague.

= |
o

AROUND
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Tallabout, Gather Round, Fall 2011,
Copyright © 2011 by Ercthran Press, Bigin, IL 60120 and Mennonite Publishing Network, Harmsonbaeg, VA 22802, Printad in USA.
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REEDLEY
PEACE CENTER
CALENDAR

Friday, December 2 , 6:30-8:30
Speaker: Loretta Willems, Ph.D. from the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, will
read her essay, ldentity.

Friday, December 9 , 6:30-8:30

Speaker: Sherri Wiedenhofer , director of West Coast Mennonite Central Committee
and members of the Reedley Police Department.  Topic: Community Based Restorative
Justice: Reedey Peacebuilding Initiative

Friday, December 16 . 6:30-8:30

Speaker: Manuel Jimenez , 2011 winner of the California Peace Prize honoring the
unsung heroes of violence prevention. Jimenez will speak about his project

called Woodlake Pride , a volunteer youth group that plants and maintains 10 acres of
orchards, vineyards, and vegetables at the Bravo Lake Botanical Gardens.

Friday, December 23  No Meeting
Friday, December 30 No Meeting

Friday, January 6 , 6:30-8:30
Speaker: Elijah Penner , will speak about his work with Red Cross in Cambodia

Friday, January 13
OCCUPY Reedley rally in Pioneer Park on G Street between 8th and 9th streets.

Friday, January 20 , 6:30-8:30

Video-tape: Martin Luther King, Jr. speech: | Have Been to the Mountaintop.  This
was the speech delivered in Memphis to the Memphis sanitation workers the day be-
fore King was assassinated.

Friday, January 27 , 6:30-8:30
Speaker: Graciela Martinez, Visalia activist will speak about Immigrant issues.
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. .y Shaping Families
Shap/ng Families is a program (“-k ping
P.O. Box 22
aired on KRDU (1130AM) that our church <>

_ Famiie? Harrisonburg, VA 22802
helps sponsor. Itis on every Sunday at

800-999-3534
12:15PM and 7:45PM. . o
www.ShapingFamilies.com

Shaping Families /s a radio program produced by Third Way
Media for MennoMedia for Mennonite Church USA and
Mennonite Church Canada

Here is a list of programs that will be airing

in December and January. You can find out
more information about  Shaping Families at
www.ShapingFamilies.com

December 4, 2011 9 Losing a Mother to Suicide

Stephen Akinduro, a young man who lost his mother to suicide, shares his struggles and how he found
the faith and strength to go on.

December 11, 2011 & Extreme Forgivenss

John Perkins, a longtime Christian champion of racial reconciliation, shares his personal testimony
including how he found it within himself to forgive those who tormented him.

December 18, 2011 & Christmas Miracles

Take a needed 15-minute break during your busy Christmas preparations and listen to new, touching
Christmas stories, scriptures and carols. (If you have family devotions on Christmas Eve or Christ-
mas Day, consider using the podcast.)

December 25, 2011 & Christmas Memories

What is one of your favorite memories of Christmas over the years? This year on Shaping Families,
the staff of MennoMedia, which produces this 15  -minute weekly program, recalls some of their fa-
vorite stories and memories.

January 1, 2012 0 Two Year Anniversary Program: Tell Me a Story!

Shaping Families is two years old and staff has put together a special program, pulling some favorite

programs and sharing highlights.

January 8, 2012 0 Finding More

Wanda Lindsay talks about living in ongoing recovery with a major mental illness, and how she has

found omoredé out of | ife as she shares her story wi!t
January 15, 2012 & Surviving Parenting

Carol Lindquist, author of  The Happy Couple Handbook, is also a psychotherapist and trainer of mar-

riage counselors. She reveals some of her own difficulties maintaining a good and healthy marriage

after children came along.

January 22,2012 8 Bipolar Research Helping Families

Dr. Francis McMahon, with the National I nstitute of
about their ongoing research involving large families into genetic links related to bipolar illness.

January 29, 2012 8 Sexual Misconduct

David Brubaker s peShapsg Families pnogram abaiteséxdasmisconduct, especially in
churches, and how Christians can better understand this issue.
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LIBRARY NOTES
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<

A PEOPLE OF TWO KINGDOMS Among recent additions are the following :

By James C. Juhnke

The story told here is not simply a
description of the political behavior of

an immigrant group, though that is part
of it. Itis also a record and analysis of
intercultural contact which in some
important ways was unique. When
Germans came to Kansas from Germany
(or Swedes from Sweden), they were
leaving a society exclusively or domi-
nantly their own, and they entered a
society in which they became one of
about two dozen distinct ethnic  -religious
minorities operating within a majority
culture which differed from theirs in
language, legal tradition, religion, and
political structure and practice. For
the German -Russian Mennonites,
however, minority status was itself
traditional .

For children:

Hutchins, Pat
Good Night Owl!
Simon & Schuster, 1972

Hines, Gary
A Christmas Tree in the White House
Henry Holt & Co., 1998

Classic Christian Literature:

Stott, John R.

The Message of the SERMON ON THE
MOUNT

Intervarsity Press, 1978

Davies, Paul D.
The Mind of God
Simon & Schuster, 1992

15

Janzen, Waldemar
Believers Church Bible Commentary -EXODUS
Herald Press, 2000

Yeatts, John R.
Believers Church Bible Commentary -REVELATION
Herald Press, 2003

Toews, John E.
Believers Church Bible Commentary -ROMANS
Herald Press 2004

Miller, Douglas B.
Believers Church Bible Commentary -ECCLESIASTES
Herald Press, 2010

McDermond, J.E.
Believers Church Bible Commentary -1,2,3 JOHN
Herald Press, 2011

Murray, Stuart
The Naked Anabaptist
Herald Press, 2010

Stutzman, Ervin R
From Nonresistance to Justice
Herald Press, 2011

Burdette, Patricia

Your Treasure Your Heart

(Women and Stewardship of Money)
Faith and Life Resources, 2008

Ediger, Peter, Editor
Living With the Wolf
Pace e Bene Press, 2008

Beachy, Kirsten, Editor
Tongue Screws and Testimonies
Herald Press, 2010

Oyer, John S. and Krieder, Robert S.
Mirror of the Martyrs
Good Books, 1990

Mortensen, Greg
Three Cups of Tea
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