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This year the Vox Simonis is being published bi-monthly.  The Vox Simonis is designed to inform the FMC 
Congregation and friends of the congregation of ñGodôs workò through the individuals, families, church 
groups, and the greater community. 

 

 
òHear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your 

strength.  The second is this, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no other 

commandment greater than these.ó 

         Mark 12:29-31 

 

  

 

 

 
Individual submissions are welcome.  Please bring contributions to the church office. You may 
also email submissions to fmcreedley@juno.com 
 
You may now read this newsletter on our website at: www.fmcreedley.org/Worship/Newsletters 

 

WEB SITE INFORMATION 
 

First Mennonite Church now has a website on the internet.  
This publication may be viewed on our website at: 

www.fmcreedley.org 
 

You may email the church office at: 
fmcreedley@juno.com 
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Contact us... 
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Submissions are accepted and are used by discretion of the editor. 

 



 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  

REFLECTIONS by Steve Penner               1 

THOUGHTS by Barbara Ewy                    2 

RINCčN NEO-ANABAPTISTA by Juan Montes          3 
 
LIBRARY NOTES                   4 

EVENTS IN OUR FMC FAMILY AND BEYOND          5 

RUMBLINGS AROUND THE CAMPUS by Paul Reimer        7 

PEACE CENTER CALENDAR               8 

BIRTHDAYS          9 

ANNIVERSARIES       9 

BULLETIN BOARD                   10 

Scenes from Camp Keola Youth Camp             11 

KIDôS CORNER                    12 

Fresh Start Caf®                    13 

AUGUST CALENDAR                  14 

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR                 15  



 

One Hundred Fifty Years of History  
 

One hundred fifty years ago, in the state of Iowa, the General Conference Mennonite Church was born.  
Itôs one of the predecessor denominations of our congregationôs current denomination, Mennonite 
Church USA.  The early 1860 adherents grew out of the Mennonite Church of the time and were open to 
fraternal    contacts with Christians of other stripes, were generally less rigid theologically and in personal 
dress and conduct, and then sister Mennonites were interested in home and foreign missions.  They   
espoused agreement in essentials and freedom in non-essentials. 
 
One hundred fifty years ago, in the former Soviet Union, the Mennonite Brethren Church was birthed.  
The Mennonite Brethren of 1860 felt called to a more heart-felt expression of faith which they contrasted 
with the stale spiritual ways of their fellow Mennonites in the former Soviet Union. 
 
Eventually many of the Mennonite Brethren and Mennonites in the Soviet Union immigrated to North 
America.  The Mennonite Brethren maintained their MB identity upon arriving in North America.  The new 
General Conference Church attracted many of the Mennonite immigrants to join its ranks. 
 
For these 150 years MBs and we GC/MC USA folks have lived side-by-side in North America.  In some 
cases, as we know very well here in Reedley, our churches are right next door to each other.  Through 
the years weôve done business together.  Our children have married each other.  Weôve been guests in 
each otherôs homes.  Weôve worked at the MCC store and Relief Sale together.  Weôve chatted on the 
street corners.  We are members of the same service clubs in town.  Our kids play baseball and soccer 
together.  We have a whole lot in common both theologically and far, far, beyond. 
 
Yet there is no denying that differences exist and that the nuances which separate us can seem deep 
and profound.  We see ourselves as far more concerned to share and promote Godôs justice and peace 
in our world than the MBs.  How can they brush aside Jesusô word to ñlove your enemies and do good to 
those who persecute youò so casually, we ask.  Meanwhile, our Mennonite Brethren sisters and brothers 
may be concerned that our attitude towards the book of the church, the Bible, has grown too relaxed.  
Why do they seem to treat the Word of God as just another book, they can wonder. 
 
Historian John Roth has been pointing out in this season of North American life how differences within 
the family tree can feel far more daunting to overcome than differences with fellow Christians anywhere, 
or for that matter, with people of other faiths entirely.  I think John has a point.  When we feel the differ-
ences or experience conflict with people we are close to, it stings all the more.  Just like a conflict in our 
family causes us to lose more sleep than a conflict outside our family. 
 
What can we do?  How ought we to live now that 150 years of history have passed by?  It does no good, 
I feel, to pretend that on all matters of faith and life we see things in complete harmony.  But we can put 
the accent on all we share in common, and we can do our very best to be good neighbors with our MB 
friends in Reedley, those good folks who worship regularly just down the street from our church.  We can 
go the extra mile.  We can watch our tongues, thus deliberately restraining ourselves from publically   
offering a disparaging word.  We can practice trying to see the world from the other personôs point of 
view.  We can train our minds and hearts to assume the best in the other.  We can celebrate the fact that 
the Kingdom of God is far bigger than just us, and that the love of God is no respecter of boundary lines. 

REFLECTIONSREFLECTIONS   

from Steve Penner  
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THOUGHTS...  
 by Barbara Ewy  

 

Barbara and her family are taking some time off with Barbaraõs 

extended family in Texas.  

Look for her òthoughtsó again in the next issue. 
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Rinc·n Neo-Anabaptista  
Por: Juan Montes 

El Llanto Interno       
                                                                         

La aspiración es un llanto ascendente, un clamor que se eleva dentro de nues-

tro corazón. Podemos entrar en la conciencia divina mediante nuestro llanto 

interno. No es éste un llanto por el nombre y la fama. Este llanto es nuestra uni-

cidad total, incondicional, sin reservas, con Dios, que es el Piloto Interno del 

barco de nuestra vida. Juan 11:35.  ò35Jes¼s llor·...ó    

Nehem²as 8:9.ó 9Y Nehemías el gobernador, y el sacerdote Esdras, escriba, y los 

levitas que hacían entender al pueblo, dijeron a todo el pueblo: Día santo es a 

Jehová nuestro Dios; no os entristezcáis, ni lloréis; porque todo el pueblo lloraba 

oyendo las palabras de la ley.ó  Tenemos que hacer de Dios una realidad viva 

en nuestra vida cotidiana. Tenemos que sentir que la presencia de Dios es de 

capital importancia. Si no comemos cada día, privamos de alimento a nuestro 

cuerpo. Del mismo modo, tenemos que sentir que si no oramos y meditamos 

cada día, estamos privando de alimento a nuestro cuerpo espiritual.   

 

 Cuando aspiramos con las lágrimas de nuestro corazón, vemos que Dios está 

viniendo a nosotros, descendiendo desde arriba. Es como dos personas que se 

reúnen; una está en el primer piso y otra en el tercero. Nosotros subimos hasta 

el segundo piso. Dios desciende hasta el segundo piso. Allí nos encontramos y 

nos colmamos mutuamente. 1ra Samuel 20:41.ó 41Y luego que el muchacho se 

hubo ido, se levantó David del lado del sur, y se inclinó tres veces postrándose 

hasta la tierra; y besándose el uno al otro, lloraron el uno con el otro; y David 

llor· m§s.ó Esdras 10:1. ò1Mientras oraba Esdras y hacía confesión, llorando y 

postrándose delante de la casa de Dios, se juntó a él una muy grande multitud 

de Israel, hombres, mujeres y niños; y lloraba el pueblo amargamente. ó 

 

La escalera hacia el segundo piso es creada por el llanto de nuestro corazón. 

Este es el llanto de aspiración; no es igual que cuando lloras porque has hecho 

algo mal. El corazón está llorando y anhelando como una ardiente llama as-

cendiendo, elevándose siempre. Dios desciende con Su Gracia, como un río 

fluyendo hacia abajo. Cuando la aspiración y la Gracia se encuentran, llega-

mos a experimentar la divina plenitud de la uni·n con Dios. Jerem²as 31:9. òIrán 

con lloro, mas con misericordia los haré volver, y los haré andar junto a arroyos 

de aguas, por camino derecho en el cual no tropezarán; porque soy a Israel 

por padre, y Efra²n es mi primog®nito.ó  
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LIBRARY NOTES 

New books recently added to the church library : 
  

   Gingerich, Owen  

   The Book Nobody Read  

   Walker & Company, 2004  

 

   Lichti, James  

   Houses On The Sand?  

   Peter Lang, 2008  

 

   Snyder, Lee  

   At Powerline & Diamond Hill  

   Dream Seeker Books, 2010  

 

   Wagner, Clarence H.  

   Lessons from the Land of the Bible  

   Bridges for Peace, 1998  

 

   Warren, Rick  

   The Purpose Driven Life  

   Zondervan, 2002  

 

   Chan, Francis  

   Crazy Love  

   David C. Cook, 2008  

 

   Penner, Stephen  

   A Simple Meal  

   Masthof Press, 2010 

===========================================Book Review  

Houses on the Sand?  
Pacifist Denominations in Nazi Germany  

by James Irvin Lichti 
 
Under Hitler, Germany's state-linked provincial churches functioned as seedbeds of nationalism. 
A smaller and independent church form - the "free church" or denomination - offered greater 

promise of nonconformity.   Linked by pacifist traditions, German Mennonites, Seventh-day Ad-
ventists, and Quakers promoted a range of liberal principles: empowerment of the individual conscience, re-
spect for confessional diversity, and separation of church and state. Nonetheless, two of these denominations 
used these same principals to defend and even embrace the Nazi regime. This book examines what makes 
Christian communities - when meeting the harsh challenges of modernity - viable entities of faith or hollow 
forms. 
 
James Irvin Lichti received his Ph.D. in history from the University of California Los Angeles, where he also 
taught for five years. In addition, he has worked as archivist for the Los Angeles Museum of the holocaust and 
as historian with the Shoah Foundation.      

4 



 5 

Events in our FMC Family and Beyond~~~  
At 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, June 2 nd, Sarah Pohl spotted a friendly raccoon waddling up the ramp 

towards the church office.  After climbing the ramp it scooted down towards the bushes just west 

of the ramp.  

Doris Reimer went to Madison, Wisconsin in early June to help babysit her first great -grandchild, 

Karina.  Karinaõs mom is Leah.  Leahõs mom is Carolyn, and Carolynõs mom is Doris. 

The Youth Venture girls sure enjoyed tooling about in Wendell and Aletaõs convertible. 

Noticed on Facebook:  nobody gets around quite like Marianne Unruh.  

Barbara Ewy holds a minor in chemistry from Bethel College.  Bethel College is located in N. Newton, 

Kansas. 

Paul and Corinna Ruth attended a Siebert family reunion at Meeker Park near Estes Park in Colorado 

last July 16 -18. 

Caught in the act of reading:  Roger Zimmerman is reading Ski Talesñthe History of China Peak and 

Sierra Summit  by James Benelli.  

At a recent Wednesday evening pool party at the Moyer home, the youth played a game of òMarco 

Polo.ó 

Jorge Romero drove his mom down to LAX on July 28 for her flight home to Colombia.  

Shoroq Hijazeen has now safely returned to her home and family in Jordan.  Upon leaving Reedley on 

July 3 rd , she spent time with her sister and family in Iowa, then met fellow MCC IVEPers in Pennsyl-

vania, then participated in the wrap -up of the IVEP program in Ontario, Canada.  

Ro, Michael, and Tyler Linscheid spent time with Roõs mom in Freeman, South Dakota, in late July. 

Ele Friesen spent time in Greece with daughter - in-law Katerinaõs family.   Mark, Katerina and Dimitri 

were all in Greece as well.  

Shannon Koehler, of Camp Keola fame, is the drummer in the Bay area based band òthe Stone 

Foxes.ó (his brother Spence is also a member of the band)  In July they released their second album, 

òBears & Bulls,ó to rave reviews.  Itõs rock and roll music, but rooted in the blues, according to the 

reviewers.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Nathan Boldt just finished reading Fermatõs Enigma by Simon Singh. 

Youth Venture leader Jill Schmidt, who was with us in Reedley for three weeks in July, is now off to 

Bolivia leading another Youth Venture group.  

Noticed on Facebook: Angelica Valdovinos recently made a banana pie.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Allen Linscheid is reading The Naked Anabaptist  by Stuart Murray.  

The reviews of Gerado and Irma Aguilarõs Italian restaurant in Selma are nothing but positive. 

John Miller has been writing down stories of his life.  

The Boldt brothers (Alex, Nick, and Peter) and Andy Ewy helped out at Summer Learning Experience 

by leading some water games.  It was a perfect activity for late afternoon on those hot July days.  

Emily Milton has recorded some blazing times in the pool this summer.  

Sarah Pohl has now experienced some of the deep secrets of In -N-Out hamburger restaurants.  

Maritza Ambriz recently completed her first high school class.  

Jake and Renee Harder, along with Gracie and Josiah, returned to Guatemala on July 28.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Lance Zimmerman is reading The Blank Slate  by Steven Pinker.  
           

(Events in our FMC Family and Beyond continued on page 5)  



 

What is happiness?  Maybe jumping off the dock at Camp Keola, cannonballing into the cool Hunt-

ington Lake waters.  

Daisy Cintora painted some feet during VBS, helping Ruth Buxman out.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Joleen Siebert is reading The Double Comfort Safari Squad  by 

Alexander McCall Smith.  

Sharon Reimer, along with many of her extended family members, recently got together near 

Estes Park, Colorado. The skies were threatening when they took a wonderful family photo.  

Arguably, no one enjoys Camp Keola more than Peter Boldt.  

Bryce Loewen can sure wax eloquent when describing Blossom Bluff fruit.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Judy Warkentin is reading Peace Shall Destroy Many  by Rudy 

Wiebe.  

Dietrich Reimer wore dreads for three years, all through his Cal Poly years.  But on July 5 they 

were cut.  Some people went home that evening with souvenirs.  

Noticed on Facebook: when Sylvia Gomez finds a book she really likes, itõs about impossible to 

keep her from reading.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Glena Penner is reading Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy.  

Merle and Florence Siebert, as well as Joleen, recently attended grand -daughter Aimeeõs     

wedding in Kansas. 

Noticed on Facebook:  it seems that Katy Wall recently fell off a chair.  

Rusty and Christine Moyer had good times in Rustyõs Pennsylvania homeland.  While in the 

neighborhood they also caught up with daughter Abby.  

William and Annette Ewy recently did some helpful photo editing for Sharon Reimer.  

The first ever FMC trip to a Major League Soccer game was a big success.  

Andy Ewy enjoys playing cards in Texas.  

Noticed on Facebook:  Yessica Ambriz has work to do to keep her room clean.  

Zak Blake helped coach the Reedley Marlins this summer.  

What is happiness?  Maybe drifting down the Kings River on an inner tube on a hot California 

Sunday afternoon.  

Laura Penner rocked the house singing òLean on Meó at the Reedley High School graduation  

ceremony. 

Ricardo and Jemima, Sebastian and Sandraõs children, are having good times visiting family in 

Mexico this summer.  

Jeannette Ewy torched the swim lanes this summer.  

According to church records, our congregation has sung òMy Hope is Built on Nothing Lessó 

eleven times since 1993.  

Arnie Ewy keeps careful records when he takes a trip.  

John Krahn sometimes chats with friends at Doughnuts -to -Go. 

Sandra Islas is interested in following in her momõs footsteps, studying social work. 

Alexis Sandoval was thrilled to see his 17 year old countryman Andy Najar score a beautiful goal.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Paul Reimer is reading ôThe Ice Roadõ: my Life in a Siberian Labor 

Camp by Stefan Waydenfeld.  
  

Events in our FMC Family and Beyond~~~ (cont.)  
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 Rumblings Around the Campus 
by Paul  Reimer, Custodian  

 

 The summer is half over, and very hot it has been!  Irrigation is now a top 

priority for all plants, lawns and flowers.  The Bermuda grass is really growing 

because of the heat, length of sunlight and plenty of water to irrigate ñthree 

times a week on  Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday mornings at 2:30 a.m.  

 Vacation Bible School and the Summer Learning Experience for two weeks is now 

over.   

 The fence at the rental house was broken and a window in the Sunday 

School wing was broken.  Both have been fixed.  The plumbing on the urinals in 

the Fellowship Hall and breezeway restrooms were changed from metal to 

plastic which hopefully will last much longer .  The air conditioner has been 

working well this summer with no problems.  

 The pest control man has been spraying for roaches with some success.  I 

am only seeing dead ones on the outside of buildings and in the urinal in the 

basement. 

 Our Peace Garden looks good with trees, bushes and flowers 

growing well.   Karen Peterson continues to maintain the garden 

very nicely.  

Come work for the Lord. The work is hard, the hours are long and the pay is 
low. But the retirement benefits are out of this world!  
 
It is unlikely there'll ever be a reduction in the wages of sin.  
 
Forbidden fruit creates many jams.  
 
Try our Sundays. They are better than Baskin - Robbins.  
 
Searching for a new look? Have your faith lifted here.  
 
Have trouble sleeping? We have sermons -  come hear one.  
 
People are like tea bags -  you have to put them in hot water before you know 
how strong they are.  
 
Where will you be sitting in eternity -  smoking or non - smoking?  

Church Signs 
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                   REEDLEY  

                  PEACE CENTER  

                                        CALENDAR 
 

Friday, August 6 , 6:30 -8:30   

Documentary: Playing For Change: Peace Through Music .  A story of hope, struggle, perseverance and joy.  

Directors Mark Johnson and Jonathan Walls, along with the Playing  For Change team, traveled the globe with a 

single minded passion to connect the world through music.  They filmed and recorded more than 100 musicians. 

Each captured performance creates a new mix in which essentially the artists are all performing together,  

albeit hundreds or thousands of miles apart. Playing For Change: Peace Through Music is the story of this  

unparalleled international collaboration, and the remarkable power of music.  

 

Friday, August 13 , 6:30 -8:30  

Movie: Tuesdays with Morrie.   When Mitch Albom ( Hank Azaria ) learns his beloved professor, Morrie 

Schwartz ( Jack Lemmon), is dying with Lou Gehrig's Disease, he reconnects with his mentor and learns from him 

all over again --  but this time, they're studying life. Mitch might be a successful sports columnist and television 

host, but that doesn't mean he's aced his priorities. This made -for -television movie is based on the real -life 

Albom's best -selling book  

 

Friday, August 20 , 6:30 -8:30  

Movie: Music Within.   After losing his hearing as a soldier during the Vietnam War, Richard Pimentel ( Ron 

Livingston ) returns to America, where he falls in with an unlikely circle of friends and finds a new calling as a 

spokesman for the disabled. His activist efforts eventually lead to the creation of the Americans with Disabili-

ties Act. This inspiring and entertaining true story won the Audience Award at the 2007 AFI Dallas Inter -

national Film Festival.  

 

Friday, August 27,  6:30 -8:30  

Documentary: The Cats of Mirikitani.   Filmmaker Linda Hattendorf  becomes an integral part of the action in 

this heartfelt documentary about her efforts to help aging Japanese -American artist Jimmy Mirikitani  get off 

the streets of New York City and make peace with his complicated past. As she and Jimmy sift for long -lost 

relatives and even revisit the internment camp where he was forced to spend several years during World War 

II, Hattendorf hauls her camera along to capture every moment.  

Friday, September 3 , 6:30 -8:30  

Speaker:   Miriam Cardenas , Immigration Associate with West Coast Mennonite Central Committee will lead a 

workshop on Emerging Immigration Issues: Legal Implications for both undocumented resident and those that 

employ and/or assist them.  

 

Friday, September 10 , 6:30 -8:30  

Speaker: Doug Page.  Topic: Truth vs. Fiction in Economics  

 

Friday, September 17 , 6:30 -8:30  

Speaker: William C. Rempel , investigative journalist will speak about his book,   Delusions of a Dictator: The 

Mind of Marcos As Revealed in His Secret Diaries . 

 
Friday, September 24 , 7:00 -9:30  

Tour of Organic Pastures  with Mark McAffee, followed by a screening of Farmageddon.  

http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Hank_Azaria/4060
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Jack_Lemmon/54299
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Ron_Livingston/55756
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Ron_Livingston/55756
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Linda_Hattendorf/30063906
http://www.netflix.com/RoleDisplay/Jimmy_Mirikitani/30063907
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

August Birthdays  

1ñEthel Harder  

1ñPaul Reimer 

2ñSylvia Gomez 

2ñAJ Salyers  

4ñJoshua Boldt  

4ñDon Ewy  

5ñSara Blake  

6ñPauline Aguilar 

10ñEarl Franz  

10ñMarty Zimmerman 

13ñLaVeta Auernheimer 

13ñEllen Ewy  

14ñJosiah Harder  

15ñRoberto Valdovinos 

16ñDavid Hasegawa 

18ñJenny Penner 

19ñDaniel Boldt  

20ñAndrea Friesen 

20ñEthan Milton  

20ñDoris Reimer 

21ñDavid Rodriguez 

21ñLoretta Unruh  

23ñVern Warkentin 

27ñHope Nisly  

28ñRon Ewy  

28ñHazel Neufeld  

28ñJayla Sandoval 

28ñFlorence Siebert  

31ñDoug Kliewer  

31ñMerle Siebert  

September Birthdays  

2ñYajaria Lara 

2ñConrado Prado  

4ñLinda Ewy  

6ñMelinda Hasegawa 

7ñRichard Dahlquist 

9ñFran Loewen 

11ñPaul Buxman 

15ñJudy Warkentin 

16ñMichael Friedenberg 

22ñ Louise Auernheimer 

22ñEmily Milton  

23ñEdgar Ambriz  

23ñDee Patrick 

24ñSharon Reimer 

25ñTyler Linscheid  

29ñMichael Ewy  

29ñAleta Rempel 

30ñPaisley Caron 

30ñLance Zimmerman 

Happy Anniversary  

August Anniversaries 
9�³ Eric & Annarie Wergelund (7 years) 
21�³ Framk & Ruth Rogalsky (56 years) 
21�³ Brad & JoLynne Blake (18 years) 
26�³ John & Frances Rogalsky (55 years) 

September Anniversaries 
2�³ David & Carol Krehbiel (50 years) 
3�³ Dick & Karen Peterson (43 years) 
16�³ Chester & Betsy Funk (49 years) 
23�³ Sebastian & Sandra Andrade (10 years) 


