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A Microwave Sermon 
 

 
Last Sunday I microwaved a sermon.  I was in Florida for Mennonite Mission Network meetings 
and was assigned to preach at the Covenant Mennonite Fellowship congregation in Sarasota, 
Florida.  So, not being able to bring myself to write an entirely new sermon, I just used one I had 
preached a few years ago here at FMC.  I figured the odds were pretty good that no one in the 
Florida church would have heard me back in 2008 in California. 
 
Not to imply, of course, that every sermon should be unique and stand on its own.  We all return 
to the themes we are most comfortable espousing.  I remember being told, years ago, that in 
truth most pastors have one or two sermons.  A few rare ones may have three, or way out there 
at the end of the bell curve, someone may have four. 
 
I used the same John 3 Nicodemus and Jesus text that was recalled here at FMC. There were 
eighteen people (including me) in this little Florida congregation, a kind of bastion of Mennonite 
liberalism within the Southeast Mennonite Conference.  This is the Florida congregation that has 
dealt directly and purposefully with the homosexuality issue, and at some considerable cost.  
For me, it was a blessing to be with these folks. 
 
The sermon I preached three years ago took on a new meaning for me in this setting.  Then and 
now Iôm attracted to Jesusô word to Nicodemus that (and I paraphrase loosely) ñthe wind will 
blow where it willé.you donôt know exactly where it comes from, or where it is goingébut blow it 
will.ò  The wind, a kind of euphemism for Godôs Spirit, will blow where it will.  We just need to 
catch the ride.  To all this Nicodemus could only say in amazement, ñhow can these things be?ò 
 
In Florida, and here in California as well, I think we Christians of all stripes tend to associate the 
work of the Spirit with dramatic events.  I heard these kinds of stories while I was in Florida,   
stories of messed up lives, drugs, trouble of every kindébut then the discovery of the great 
hope that can be found and known when we place our faith in Jesus, the Chosen One.  Then 
the Spirit does its thing and another life is changed.  Praise be to God. 
 
But if we can believe Jesus, that the Spirit will blow where it will, we can trust that the Spirit can 
equally blow through places like Covenant Mennonite or FMC. In places like ours we struggle to 
express our faith in audible ways.  Maybe we are afraid we will sound too Pentecostal, or too 
conservative or too evangelical.  Rather than be shy, we need to own the sense of the Spirit, the 
Spirit of the living God, that we feel coursing through us.  Our hearts soar when love and joy and 
peace and justice mingle through the mediums of the arts, the written Word, and the spoken 
Word.  And when we sense it, knowing it in a profound beyond words way in our very bones, we 
too can say, right out loud, Praise be to God. 

REFLECTIONSREFLECTIONS   

from Steve Penner  
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THOUGHTS...  
 by Barbara Ewy  

. . . Gleanings from Resource Advocates Retreat 
 
   Did you know Everence (MMA) has youth study materials available?  Or that the Adult Bible Study 
material is being translated into Spanish in Mexico?  Or that the book Whatever Happened to Dinner? 
by Melodie Davis has a trailer that you can watch on YouTube?  And the book The Naked Anabaptist 
has a free study guide available to download from Mennonite Publishing Network?  Or that through 
the Corinthian Plan our denomination now has at least fifty pastors who have health coverage who 
did not have it before? 
   These are just a few of the things that we learned at the Conference Resource Advocateõs retreat I 
attended in the Baltimore area February 18 to 20.  From Friday evening through Sunday noon       
resource advocates from across MCUSA conferences gathered to meet with representatives of our 
church agencies to learn about resources available to our churches and conferences.  These are a few 
of the òresource highlightsó from our meetings. 
   Everence offers a number of study resources related to stewardship and management of Godõs gifts 
to us.  Two that I want to highlight for youth are Financial Sanity DVD curriculum and Money Matters 
for Youth: Integrating Faith and Finances.  The DVD curriculum includes 4 sessions for youth and 
adults to help develop healthy financial habits that counter the cultural messages we receive that   
encourage us to spend, spend, spend.  It includes a leaderõs guide and can be used as a multi-
generational study.  Money Matters for Youth is available as a free download from www.bookstore. 
mma-online.org and focuses on faith based stewardship principles.  A longer curriculum for schools and 
homeschooling is also available. 
Everence also has a Stewardship Education Catalog which lists many of their available resources. 
   Facebook fans can look for a number of interest groups related to Mennonite Publishing Network. 
Several of its books have interest groups, including Simply in Season, Living More With Less, and The 
Naked Anabaptist.  Other online resources include The Quickest Ever Guide to Mennonites & Their 
Values from Mennonite Health Services Alliance.  This short four to five minute clip can be viewed on 
YouTube or the website mhsonline.org. 
   Sunday school classes and other study groups can also take advantage of Mennonite Publishing  
Networkõs Study Shelf.  A number of books are highlighted on a variety of topics.  Order five or more 
copies of the selected titles and groups can save 20 percent.  The Study Shelf can be found online at 
www.mpn.net/studyshelf. 
   Mennonite Mission Network publishes the MIssio Dei series of booklets to invite reflection and        
dialogue about Godõs mission in todayõs world.  Their newest piece is òImmigration and the Bibleó by 
M. Daniel Carroll R.  It is available in both English and Spanish.  Missio Dei is available free of charge to 
pastors and lay leader subscribers.  Additional copies can be purchased for a minimal amount from 
Mennonite Mission Network.  The series currently consists of 19 booklets on a variety of topics that 
classes and groups may find useful for study and discussion. To subscribe log on to the Mennonite     
Mission Network website and look for Missio Dei. 
   The Peace and Justice Network was also represented at our retreat this year.  They have a lot of  
resources available online, including weekly prayers for peace, worship resources for Peace Sunday 
and clip art.   They also have discussion guides on immigration (òGodõs Love Has No Bordersó) and  
human trafficking.  Of interest to students is SAFFNR, the student aid fund for non-registrants.  This is 
intended to help students financially who are not eligible for federal grant monies because of their  
unregistered status. 
   There truly is a wealth of resources available through our denomination and its related agencies.  
This is just a sampling, an òappetizeró, from that menu! 
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Rinc·n Neo-Anabaptista  
Por: Juan Montes 

  Camino al £xito 
 
Texto B²blico: 
     Por tanto, nosotros tambi®n, teniendo en derredor nuestro tan grande nube de testigos, 
despoj®monos de todo peso y del pecado que tan f§cilmente nos enreda, y corramos con    
perseverancia la carrera que tenemos por delante, 2 puestos los ojos en Jes¼s, el autor y   
consumador de la fe; quien por el gozo que ten²a por delante sufri· la cruz, menospreciando el 
oprobio, y se ha sentado a la diestra del trono de Dios". (Hebreos 12:1-2) NVI 
     àD® que depende el ®xito? Tal pregunta est§ en la mente de aquellos que sue¶an con    
alcanzarlo todo. Para algunos, explicar los fracasos resulta f§cil no as² el ®xito.  
Es una realidad que el ®xito no se consigue como por arte de magia sino que es el resultado 
de aplicar ciertos principios a nuestra vida, as² como perseverar hasta llegar a la meta trazada 
mediante el cumplimiento de objetivos peque¶os.  
     Al meditar en la Palabra de Dios en la carta a los Hebreos 12:1-2 descubriremos algunos 
principios sobre c·mo vivir una vida victoriosa. Pablo traslada al lector de su tiempo y a la    
generaci·n presente a las antiguas ciudades de Roma y Grecia en donde se realizaban    
eventos atl®ticos. En m§s de una ocasi·n la Biblia compara la vida cristiana como una prueba 
de atletismo, una vida que supera la adversidad, que avanza a paso firme, que resiste a la  
tentaci·n. Es una vida que empieza en Cristo y por supuesto termina con Cristo en el cielo.  
 
EL PRINCIPIO DE LA INSPIRACIčN. Por tanto, nosotros tambi®n, teniendo en derredor  
nuestro tan grande nube de testigos...(v1a)  
   àQu® sentir²as y qu® har²as si la persona que m§s admiras estuviese frente a ti? La          
motivaci·n siempre jugar§ un papel importante en nuestras vidas si queremos llegar lejos,    
sin ella toda meta parecer§ lejana e inalcanzable.  
     Es a trav®s de la motivaci·n que un buen d²a un grupo de hombres sin Dios decidieron 
construir la torre de Babel que llegara hasta el cielo.  
     Es a trav®s de la motivaci·n que Nehem²as decide reconstruir los muros de Jerusal®n.  
Pues bien, el escritor a los hebreos presenta tres fuentes de inspiraci·n o motivaci·n al       
creyente que son aplicables a la grande nube de testigos:  
     Los h®roes de la fe:  
     Nuestros antecesores que est§n en las gradas celestiales, aquellos grandes hombres de 
Dios cuyas biograf²as se resumen en estas palabras ñel mundo no era digno de 
ellosò (Heb.11:38). Esos hombres que decidieron vivir por encima de las normas del mundo, 
esos hombres que vivieron de manera radical.  
     Los creyentes de todos los tiempos: Aquellos hombres y mujeres fuera de lo com¼n que  
dejaron sus huellas en las p§ginas de la historia tales como: Dela Lozano. Ken Zeit. Maxi    
Ambriz, Carmen Montes.  
     Los inconversos: Quienes observan con cuidado nuestra manera de conducirnos en este 
mundo, nuestro hablar, nuestro vestir, etc.  
     Leonard Ravenhill sol²a decir que ñveneramos las memorias de aquellos hombres del      
pasado pero no imitamos sus vidas en el presenteò.  
     El desafi· es a vivir de manera extraordinaria en un mundo ordinario. Tengamos en cuenta 
que si hay algo que debemos cuidar con temor y temblor aparte de nuestra salvaci·n es    
nuestro testimonio, recuerda que alguien te observa tanto en los cielos como en la tierra.  
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Rinc·n Neo-Anabaptista (cont)  
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 EL PRINCIPIO DE LA  AUTO-RENUNCIACION. Despoj®monos de todo peso (v.1b)            
despoj®monos del lastre que nos estorba (v.1b NVI) 
     En ocasiones la vida cristiana se vuelve pesada y dif²cil porque llevamos un sobre peso, una 
carga extra. Si es nuestro anhelo llegar lejos y terminar satisfactoriamente nuestra competencia 
es menester dejar a un lado aquello que esta de mas, lo que nos impide avanzar, lo que nos 
estorba, aquello que debilita nuestras fuerzas.  
     El peso representa cualquier cosa que impide la fidelidad a Cristo as² como un       
progreso espiritual, y pueden ser: h§bitos, placeres, excesos, etc. Recordemos a No® que 
se despojo de el peso de la duda cuando crey· en las palabras de Dios y construyo el arca sin 
antes haber llovido;  
Abraham que se despojo del peso del materialismo al salir de su tierra y parentela creyendo 
que Dios har²a de el una naci·n grande y poderosa siendo este est®ril;  
     Jos® que dejo el peso de la amargura pues su vida estuvo llena de sinsabores: sufri· la    
envidia de sus hermanos, le vendieron como esclavo, le pusieron en prisi·n acusado de intento 
de violaci·n, ah² sufri· el olvido del copero y el panadero que hab²an prometido regresar por el 
pronto;  
     Mois®s dejo el peso de las excusas pues Jehov§ lo convenci· de que ®l era el indicado para 
ser el gu²a de la iglesia del desierto, el pueblo de Dios en su camino a la libertad.  
     Estos son solo algunos de los hombres que decidieron renunciar al sobrepeso, hicieron a un 
lado el lastre que les estorba. El escritor sagrado nos insta a detectar y dejar lo que nos prive 
de toda posibilidad de triunfo en esta carrera cristiana, el marat·n de la vida.  
 
EL PRINCIPIO DE LA INTEGRIDAD. Y del pecado que tan f§cilmente nos enreda (v1c) 
El autor a los hebreos describe de manera magistral la funci·n del pecado, enredar al creyente 
en su inmundicia. El pecado es como un pantano que mientras m§s te mueves en el m§s 
te hundes.  El pecado no tiene brazos pero aprisiona, no tiene pies pero llega muy lejos, no   
tiene cuerpo pero se hace presente, no tiene peso pero lastima. Esta descripci·n del pecado 
que esta al asecho nos hace pensar en aquel francotirador que espera a que su presa haga un 
movimiento en falso para dar el golpe mortal.  
     Hay tres aspectos importantes a considerar: El pecado afecta nuestro cuerpo: mina nuestros 
sentidos.  
     El pecado destruye la moral: destruye nuestras relaciones personales. El pecado destruye el 
esp²ritu: nos separa de Dios. Es cierto que vivimos en un mundo que est§ inmerso en el        
pecado, en dondequiera se publica el pecado bajo diferentes formas, tama¶os, gustos, etc. Y 
es f§cil ser seducido por ®l, sin embargo, cuando nuestra vida est§ comprometida con Cristo no 
podemos darnos el lujo de detenerlos en el.  
     La Escritura describe a Daniel y sus tres amigos como unos fuera de serie, no rebajaron sus 
normas de integridad aun a costa de sus vidas, prefirieron morir antes que ceder a las          
presiones de sus gobernantes, y qu® decir de Jos®, aquel joven que prefiri· huir desnudo ante 
las propuestas indecorosas de aquella perversa mujer esposa de Potifar. Dejo sus ropas pero 
conservo su virginidad. Esos son solo algunos ejemplos de integridad y santidad probados en el 
fuego de la vida, sus valores ®ticos, morales y espirituales permanecieron firmes en medio de la 
tormenta.  
     El escritor a los Hebreos advierte que el pecado esta siempre listo para entrar en escena, 
entonces ser²a bueno estar consientes de lo que decimos, como vivimos y me atrevo a decir 
que hasta como pensamos.  
     Para vivir una vida victoriosa es menester vivir en santidad e integridad guard§ndonos sin 
mancha en un mundo que constantemente nos bombardea con las tintas negras del pecado.  

(continued on next page===>>) 



 

Rinc·n Neo-Anabaptista (cont)  

EL PRINCIPIO DE LA PERSEVERANCIA. Y corramos con perseverancia la carrera que 
tenemos por delante, puestos los ojos en Jes¼s, el autor y consumador de la fe (v.1d-2a) 
     La vida cristiana no es una carrera de 100 mts. Sino un marat·n camino al cielo, no se 
trata de correr velozmente sino de nunca detenerse. La paciencia (perseverancia) tam-
bi®n se traduce como resistencia, es la determinaci·n constante de seguir hacia de-
lante sin ceder a la tentaci·n de bajar el ritmo o de darse por vencido. Si queremos 
tener ®xito en la vida necesitamos ser disciplinados en nuestra vida devocional, fortale-
cernos en el altar de la oraci·n y ser probados en el terreno del mundo. El ®xito no de-
pende de con cuantas energ²as comenzamos sino si estas permanecen cuando finalice-
mos. El escritor a los Hebreos pone de manifiesto que en la vida cristiana no est§ permiti-
do volver atr§s, ni tan solo la mirada, dice claramente puestos los ojos en Jes¼s, el autor 
y consumador de la fe, en mejores palabras mirando al triunfador. Es ver hacia Jes¼s y 
solo a ®l. Es poder decir como Pablo, sigo adelante, me olvido de lo que est§ a otras. 
Habr§ ciertas cosas que sin lugar a dudas trataran de desviar nuestra atenci·n, mas si 
fijamos la mirada en Jes¼s no tendremos tiempo para ser seducidos por los coqueteos de 
Satan§s. Una cosa digna de mencionar en estos versos es que fue tal el gozo que sinti· 
nuestro Se¶or Jes¼s que mitigo el dolor en el sufrimiento y cual vencedor est§ sentado a 
la diestra del trono de Dios, un lugar especial. 
 
En conclusi·n, es un hecho que la vida cristiana traer§ sus dificultades, sus altas y sus 
bajas debido a nuestra naturaleza humana, sin embargo, de nosotros depende cuan pe-
sada resulte. Debemos quitar no solo de nuestra vida sino tambi®n de nuestra mente el 
sobre peso y el pecado que sin darnos cuenta nos asaltan y se apoderan de nuestro ser 
hasta el punto de detenernos. Como creyentes nuestro Se¶or nos ha llamado no solo a 
iniciar sino a terminar la carrera con la misma intensidad. £l nos espera en la meta gritan-
do nuestro nombre, sigue adelante, no te detengas. El ®xito en la vida cristiana no consis-
te en nunca haber ca²do sino en levantarnos de los tropiezos y seguir en pos de Aquel 
que dejo sus huellas como gu²a hacia nuestra meta. 
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Events in our FMC Family and Beyond~~~  

Marianne Unruh:  University of Kentucky  

Dick Peterson and Bob Mason just painted the nursery at the back of the sanctuary.  

Roger Zimmerman, Paul Reimer and Sharon Reimer caught the Amtrak to Seattle on 

March 18.  Their train trip was, in the imitable words of Paul Reimer, òvery eventful.ó 

Guest speaker Pastor Rivas from El Salvador stayed at the Islas -Moreno home in    

Dinuba over the weekend of March 11 -13. 

Caught in the act of reading:  Dietrich Reimer is reading Fast Food Nation  by Eric 

Schlosser.  

Noticed on Facebook:  Annette Ewy likes the zoo.  

Dietrich Reimer:  Pittsburgh  

Caught in the act of reading: Lance Zimmerman is reading The Adolescent -Family   

Inventory of Life Events and Changes . 

Michael Linscheid and friends recently spent a night at Nick Boldtõs place in San Luis 

Obispo. 

In a dramatic break with tradition, the Wednesday morning GAGS group has renamed 

itself òNeedles & Notions.ó 

Sarah Pohl sang with the Bethel College concert choir in the Pacific Northwest over 

the Spring break.  

Larry Harder and Dave Hasegawa scrounged around in the church attic looking for 

valuable items for the MCC Relief Sale.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Scott Bauman is reading The Book of Basketball  by Bill 

Simmons. 

Rusty Moyer is churning out lots of miles on the open roads on his bike.  He is often 

spotted in his yellow uniform on Reed Avenue.  

Scott Bauman:  The Orangemen of Syracuse  

Thomas Janzen is the commissioner of the Hosers Fantasy Baseball League.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Brent Auernheimer is reading Treasured Family         

Favorites  and Barbeques, Parties & Potlucks . 

Notice on Facebook:  Carolina Valdovinos is an active participant on the social net-

working site.  

Notice on Facebook:  old friend John Risner is now in Mansfield, Ohio where he is a 

youth  pastor at Ontario Christian Fellowship.  

Zak Blake is swimming for the Reedley High School swim team.  

The tables were turned when Dave Hasegawa and Dick Peterson went golfing on 

March 22.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Suzi Ewy is reading Even Now and Ever After  by Karen 

Kingsbury. 

Larry Harder helped his nephew Michael move into his new home while it was raining.  
 

 

(continued on next page)  



 

Noticed on Facebook: Sandra Islas leads a busy life.  

Joseph Penner is getting into bicycle racing.  Heõs raced in recent months both in cyclo

-cross and open road bike races.  

Joseph Pennerõs church, Salem Mennonite in Oregon, hosted the Bethel College       

concert choir on Thursday evening, March 24.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Katharine Dettweiler is reading I Shall not Hate   by 

Izzeldon Abuelailslh.  

Wendell and Aleta Rempel heard the Bethel College concert choir sing in San Francisco 

on Saturday evening, March 26.  

Peter Boldt is swimming for the Reedley High School swim team.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Barbara Ewy is reading Whatever Happened to Dinner?  

by  Melodie Davis.  

Noticed on Facebook:  Sara Blake likes the zoo.  

Paul and Sharon Reimer, while in Seattle, tried to contact Dick and Karen Petersonõs 

son, Ross.  Unfortunately, Ross was in New Orleans.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Johann Reimer is reading The Island  by Aldous Huxley.  

Shoroq Hijazeen recently traveled to Syria.  

Baldemar Ambriz, besides being a good football player, also likes track and baseball.  

Roger Zimmerman knows his way around Camp Keola even when it is covered with feet 

of snow.  

Donald Ewy and his dad Edwin Ewy recently took some of our old church pews from the 

basement.  They are now located out at the Ewy farm.  

Noticed on Facebook:  old friend Derrick Ramer must play crazy games with his youth 

group at Emma Mennonite Church.  

Caught in the act of reading:  Allen Linscheid is reading Capitalism Hits the Fan: the 

Global Economic Meltdown & and What to do About It  by Richard D. Wolff.  

Merle and Florence Siebert, along with daughter Joleen, drove to Oregon to see their 

grand-daughter and niece Megan sing in the Bethel College concert choir.  They caught 

the concert at the Zion Mennonite Church in Hubbard, Oregon on Wednesday evening, 

March 22.  

Araceli Moreno expects to receive her Masters in Social Work from Fresno State    

University on May 20 th . 

Jordan Penner got to see Shannon Koehlerõs band The Stone Foxes perform in Austin, 

Texas. 

Lance Zimmerman:  The KU Jayhawks  

Alex Boldt went on a significant backpacking adventure in Missouri over his Spring 

break.  

Events in our FMC Family and Beyond~~~ (cont.)  
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 Rumblings Around the Campus 
by Paul  Reimer, Custodian  

                    
 Everything is green this month with all the rain weõve been getting. 

 We had two projects this month. First, Bob Mason built a beautiful wood box in the 

patio area between the Fellowship Hall and the Sunday School wing.  The box covers a 

back flow valve for the kitchen.  Next, I stripped off all the wallpaper in the nursery at 

the back of the sanctuary.  Then Bob Mason and Dick Peterson painted the nursery 

òMennonite Whiteó which looks wonderful.  Next we are still removing the pews in the 

basement, giving them to church members and anyone else who is interested in them.  

Don Ewy took four pews for his packing shed and Bob Mason took one for the nice oak 

wood to work with.   

 The last weekend in March we got 2 -1/2 inches of rain which put off irrigating for a 

few more weeks, which is good.  

 Until next month . . Paul Reimer  

   

Support Hopi Mission School  
 

There is a New Way to Support Hopi Mission School through the Campbellõs 
product  labels collection program.  You can go online at 
www.elabelsforeducation.com and register your supermarket club card, with 
Hopi Mission School as the designated beneficiary.  This website identifies the 
two dozen supermarket chains that are participating.  After such registration, 
the school is credited for any eligible products at the time of purchase.  You 
can find the latest list of eligible products by accessing the schoolõs website: 
www.hopimissionschool.org, and click on the Labels for Education link.  In addi-
tion, you can continue to send actual labels to the school for additional credit.  
As of February 1, the school has 1,068,500 label credits, working toward a goal 
of 1,600,000 labels to purchase a new minivan.  

http://www.elabelsforeducation.com
http://www.hopimissionschool.org
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

April Birthdays  

1ñJake Harder  

1ñAbby Moyer  

2ñCarmen Montes 

8ñNick Boldt  

8ñDoris Fast  

10ñSuzi Ewy  

11ñTrent Scarbery  

13ñGilbert Unruh  

14ñChester Funk  

18ñSheena Caron  

19ñYessica Ambriz 

19ñGeorgia Linscheid 

20ñArly Loeffler  

21ñJoleen Siebert  

22ñKatharine Dettweiler  

24ñNathan Boldt  

24ñGail Harder  

24ñDietrich Reimer 

25ñSophia Milton  

25ñAl Unruh  

25ñScot Unruh  

27ñBaldemar Ambriz 

27ñStella Bohn  

30ñGracie Harder  

30ñBrandon Linscheid 

May Birthdays  

1ñJake Krahn 

2ñBertha Marin  

3ñAnnarie Wergelund 

4ñGus Penner 

4ñJames Seale 

5ñLarry Harder  

6ñChuck Bohn  

6ñAaron Rodriguez 

8ñSarai Gonzalez 

9ñElijah Montes  

9ñFrances Rogalsky 

10ñArnold Ewy  

10ñCarolina Valdovinos 

12ñLaura Penner 

13ñGuillemina Ibarra 

13ñBen Janzen 

13ñJohann Reimer 

15ñKatherine Neufeld  

15ñRosny Aguilar, Jr. 

Happy Anniversary  

May Birthdays (cont)  

16ñTim Warkentin 

18ñRuby Kehler 

20ñAlan Ewy  

21ñCarolyn Peters 

23ñLigia Duran  

23ñBryan Ruth  

25ñDorothy Boldt  

25ñSamantha Gonzalez 

28ñJuan Montes  

29ñNoah Mireles  

31ñMarianne Unruh 

April Anniversaries 
1ñDoug Kliewer & Hope Nisly (23 years) 
6ñMichael & Mary Beth Janzen (27 years) 
8ñLoren & Lauren Nikkel (1 year) 
14ñPaul & Sharon Reimer (32 years) 
16ñJake & Renee Harder (6 years) 
17ñAllen & Georgia Linscheid (57 years) 
26ñScot & Lea Unruh (8 years) 

May Anniversaries 
13ñWendell & Aleta Rempel (5 years) 
22ñVern & Judy Warkentin (58 years) 
25ñWilliam & Hearthy Ewy (20 years) 
28ñDavid & Janet Linscheid (23 years) 
29ñLeonard & Katrina Mireles (1 year) 
31ñMerle & Florence Siebert (62 years) 
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THE BULLETIN BOARD 

2011 CHURCH DIRECTORY 
   New directories are out .  If you 
have any changes that need to be 
made, please make sure to notify 
Dee in the church office. 
    Please add the following: 

Crouthamel, Carl & Jeanne 
637-2363 (h) 
213-3911 (c) 

Prayer Vine  
Connected to the true vine, to ministries across the street and around the world. 

A copy of the Prayer Vine for April is now available to you on the table in the organ entryway.  
Mayôs will be available at the end of April.  You can also access the Prayer Vine online at 
www.MennoniteMission.net. 

If there is something you would 
like to post on òThe Bulletin Board,ó 
please call Dee in the church office, 
638-2917, or send her an e-mail at 
fmcreedley@juno.com. 

MDS UPDATE 
By Wayne Zimmerman 

 
Work has commenced on the Kings View Corporation facility in Atwater March 10.  It is 
the first of several phases to be worked on and is near completion.  This included sheet 
rock work and painting and the replacement of two windows.  More work will be done 
as funds become available.  The building is located on the southwest side of highway 
99 and is used as a work center for the developmentally disabled. 
  
A call from Kevin Froese of eastern Washington Mennonite Disaster Service informs us 
that they plan to come to Ramona, San Diego County, to build a house.  They will    
appreciate any assistance the CA Unit can provide in terms of labor. 
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               REEDLEY  

                  PEACE CENTER  

               CALENDAR 
 

Friday, April 1      No meeting.  

West Coast Mennonite Central Committee Relief Sale  

 

Friday, April 8 , 6:30 -8:30  

Speaker:  Edie Jessup,  Central California Regional Obesity Prevention Program . 

Topic:   San Joaquin Valley Menu.   The great potential of agriculture in our  Valley to 

solve issues like hunger, obesity, environment, economy, and equity.  

  

Friday, April 15 , 6:30 -8:30  

Speaker:  Bill Rempel , journalist and author.  Topic:  The State of Investigative       

Journalism  

 

Friday, April 22 , 6:30 -8:30  

Taize Service  

 

Friday, April 29,  6:30 -8:30  

Speaker:  Pedro Ramirez , President of CSUF   

  

Friday, May 6 , 6:30 -8:30  

Speaker:  Mark Arax  

  

Friday, May 13 , 6:30 -8:30  

Speaker:  David Roy  

Mennonite Central Committee  
By Ethel Harder 

 

     We recognize MCC for its generous humanitarian efforts world-wide.  MCC sponsors thrift shops and 
Ten Thousand Villages stores all over the US and Canada.  These stores provide vital life-giving in-
come to the work of MCC.  World Handcrafts supports talented artisans in over 30 developing countries.  
All items for sale in our Reedley store are new items and range from intricately carved wooden pieces 
from India, to striking blue and white ceramic pieces from Vietnam, and a gamut of beautiful jewelry, 
baskets, nativity sets to mention just a few.  You are invited to take ñownership: of your MCC storesð
check out these stores before you shop elsewhere for unique treasures for yourself, or long  remem-
bered gifts for others.  Other items also available at World Handcrafts include food items from local 
farmers as well as fair trade coffees and teas.  The store is open M-F 10AM-5PM and Sat. 10AM-4PM. 



 

Our Youth Talk about our Church  

 

At a recent MYF (Mennonite Youth Fellowship, our youth group) 

gathering our youth did some reflecting on our church.  Here is what 

they had to say:  

 

Things I really like about our churché 

I like our youth group  

I like the fact that we use two languages  

I like our united services  

I like the music in both of our worship services  

I think our bell tower is pretty cool  

I appreciate our authentic wooden pews  

I like the color of the carpet in the sanctuary  

I get a kick watching the kids run up to the front for childrenõs 

time  

I like the fact that the people are friendly at our church!  

I like our pastors  

I like the church basement  

I like the fact that our church has history  

I enjoy dine -out -at -church  

I like our diversity  

I like our Peace Garden  

 

Things I would change if I couldé 

I wish we had a larger MYF, and had even more fun!  

I think we ought to have a brass group in the bell tower  

I think we ought to have a crowõs nest in the sanctuary 

I wish for more leg room in -between the pews  

I wish we had more piano music  

I wish the two worship services ended at the same time  

I wish our MYF had more service nights  

I think we should outlaw cell phones during our worship services  

Iõd like to see a longer English language service 

Iõd like to see a shorter Spanish language service 

I wish Sunday School was more important to us  

I think we need a better sound system in the sanctuary  

I think we ought to bring back the Fellowship time  

I wish we had more skits during our worship services  

I wish we had a coffee bar at the back of the sanctuary  

I wish we had more interactive sermons  

I want the MYF to play volleyball more often  

I wish we had a swimming pool in our basement  

I think we need more custodians  

I wish we could create a space to accommodate the òdown and outó 
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McMenamin, Cindi and Hugh  
When Couples Walk Together 
   31 Days to a Closer Connection 
Harvest House, 2010 
 
Valladares, Jaime Parieto 
Mission and Migration  
Good Books, 2010 
 
Roth, John D 
Teaching That Transforms 
   Why Anabaptist -Mennonite Education Matters  
Mennonite Publishing, 2011 
 
Spong, John Shelby 
Jesus for the Non-Religious 
Harper One, 2008 
 
Krabill, James R. and Shenk, David W., Editors 
Jesus Matters 
Herald Press, 2009 
 
Detweiler, Lowell  
The Hammer Rings Hope 
   Photos and Stories from 50 Years of MDS 
Herald Press, 2000 
 
 

Library Notes  
 
        The library committee recently removed from library circulation outdated and worn books in 
order to make space for newer titles. Thirty -six books in good condition were given to Nearly New.  
Books about Mennonite History, books by Mennonite authors, and reference books were kept. 
        Additions to the library which may be found on the rack at the back of the sanctuary include:  

Vardey, Lucinda  
Mother Teresa-A Simple Path 
Ballentine Books, 1995 
 
Keim, Alber N.  
Harold S. Bender 1897-1962 
Herald Press, 1998 
 
Wiebe, Katie Funk 
Life After 50  
   A Positive Look at Aging in the Faith 
Community  
Faith and Life, 1993 
 
Delany, Sarah and A. Elizabeth 
   With Hearth, Amy Hill  
Having Our Say  
   The Delany Sisters' First 100 Years 
Kodansha International, 1993 
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A congregational poem composed during the February 27 worship serviceé. 

 

I Am Surprised by life  

 

I have been surprised by life.  

What an amazing amount of experiences Iõve had over the years. 

 Some goodéand some badé 

 

Iõve gazed upon Mt. McKinley 

I have taken delight in watching my grandchildren grow up.  

I was surprised by a stunning view, quite unexpected, that I came upon while walking up 

an abandoned road in the Sierras.  It might be the most beautiful sight of jagged snow 

capped mountains Iõve ever seen.  The Kaweah River cascaded noisily below, adding sound 

to the vision.  

I have experienced healing through the last two and a half years.  

I just read a wonderful, life changing book.  

Iõve seen sparkling light in the cool morning garden. 

 

Yes, I have been surprised by life.  

 

I have had successful surgery.  

I am very joyful to have friends from twenty -four different countrieséthey are amazing 

people.  And Iõm joyful to have a lovely familyéthey are so very kind to me. 

I have seen pink blossoms.  

I would not be in this place today if I had not fallen in love with a wonderful Mennonite 

woman ñout of this congregation!  

I have helped others in loving ways.  

 

Yes, I have been surprised by life.  

 

I have climbed Reedley/Campbell Mountain and picnicked on the summit.  

I long for the preservation of Jesse Morrow Mountain.  

I have experienced snow in the mountains with a sky full of clouds and the wind blowing 

from the north.  

Iõve been awakened by a horde of cockroaches flying around our bedroom once in Africa, 

and another time, while visiting in the bush, I was awakened by a bat flying over our bed.  

I am still able to smile despite all of the hardship in my life.  Iõm able to forgive and still 

love.  

 

Yes, I have been surprised by life.  

 

Iõve been blessed by the beautiful people God has placed in my life and in our home. 

I am surprised and amazed by both the beauty and destruction of nature.  Likewise, I am 

surprised at the goodness and evil of my fellow human beings.  

I am surprised that I still have my singing voice at my age.  

I have experienced someone ñsomeone whom I would never have imagined would do this ñ

explain my actions and my heart to fellow workers who had misunderstood my actions.  

I am thankful for each new day.  

 

Yes, I have been surprised by life.  

 



 

I have experienced our children grow into adults, living their lives in deep faith in Christ.  

I am surprised every year by the blossoms that surround us here in our area.  

I have lived long enough to welcome a great grandchild.  

I love to see a red tailed hawk soaring over the Kings River.  

I have been blessed by a long wondrous life with such a wonderful life partner.  

 

Yes, I have been surprised by life.  

 

I have been given a second opportunity.  

I have seen a double rainbow.  I have held my grandchild in my lap.  I have heard the 

menõs chorus sing in front of a stained glass window.  I have seen snow in the mountains.  

I have sensed Godõs presence in the quietness of home. 

I am surprised at the love my family and friends have given me, and the love they allow 

me to give back.  

I have climbed to the top of Mt. Whitney.  

I have seen the light of understanding spread across the face of a young student.  

 

Yes, I have been surprised by life.  

 

I have within me the capacity for love and service.  

I once sat quietly while a doe and a fawn passed by on either side of me, not knowing 

that I was there.  

I have seen seals swimming in the water, playing in the waves along with the surfers.  

I have been surprised by how kind and forgiving my partner has been, by the feeling at 

the birth of a child, and by the beauty of snow in the Sierras.  

I have tasted the first orange of the year freshly picked on a cool December morning.  

 

Yes, I have been surprised by life.  

 

I have noticed how so many lives, in some respects so similar, are in other ways so  

different.  

I am amazed how having children has changed my perspective on everything.  

I have washed my momõs back and massaged her limbs with baby lotion. 

I have flown above the clouds, gathered sea shells at the shore, wandered through wheat 

fields, and married the special one I love.  

I have been surprised by how helpful and considerate people are.  

Iõm amazed that there is still so much to learn and enjoy. 

 

Yes, we have been surprised by life.  
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The following prayer was written by Lynda Hollinger-Janzen. 
 

A Prayer for Brothers and Sisters in Japan  
 

 O God of the universe,  
   
We feel so helpless  
When the ground shakes and skyscrapers tumble,  
When the ñPeacefulò Ocean annihilates our cities and devastates our farmland,  
When our sources of light and power become poison-spewing darkness,  
When all our structures crumble,  
And our loved ones are dead.  
   
We realize that our trust has been misplaced.  
We turn again to you, the Author and Finisher of our faith.  
We take refuge in your strong embrace  
And, there, transformed, find the courage  
To open our arms to our hurting world  
And join in your work of redemption.  
   
Be hope to those still trapped in rubble, and send help quickly.  
Give strength and comfort to the rescuers who encounter so much horror.  
Calm the terror of those who have witnessed the unthinkable.  
We pray especially for the children.  
Help governments and relief efforts to be efficient and effective.  
Give us generous hearts, and preserve us from compassion fatigue.  
   
Amen 
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KIDõS CORNER 
Parentsðhere is a fun and interesting way to explain Easter to your children. 
 
        Easter Story Cookies 
       Ingredients: 
       Bible 
       1 c whole pecans 
       1 tsp. vinegar 
       3 egg whites 
       pinch of salt 
       1 c granulated sugar 
       1 qt. or gal. size zipper bag 
       wooden spoon 
       tape 
Preheat oven to 300 degrees. 
  
 Place pecans in ziploc bag and let kids beat them with the wooden spoon to break into small pieces. Explain that after Jesus was arrested, He was 
beaten by the Roman soldiers. Read: John 19:1-3. Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it 
on his head. They clothed him in a purple robe and went up to him again and again, saying, "Hail, king of the Jews!" And they struck him in the face. 
 Let each child smell the vinegar. Add teaspoon of vinegar into the mixing bowl. Explain that when Jesus was thirsty on the cross He was given vine-
gar to drink. Read John 19:28-30...Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty." A jar 
of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips. When he had received 
the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
 Add egg whites to vinegar. Eggs represent life. Explain that Jesus gave His life to give us life. Read John 10:10-11. The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep." 
 Sprinkle a little salt into each child's hand. Let them taste it and brush the rest into the bowl. Explain that this represents the salty tears shed by Je-
sus' followers, and the bitterness of our own sins. Read Luke 23:27 A large number of people followed Him, including women who mourned and wailed 
for Him. 
 So far the ingredients are not very appetizing. Add 1 cup of sugar. Explain that the sweetest part of the story is that Jesus died because He loves us. 
He wants us to know and belong to Him. Read Psalm 34:8--Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him  and John 
3:16--"For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, that whoever believeth in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life." 
 Beat with a mixer on high speed for 12-15 minutes until stiff peaks are formed. Explain that the color white represents the purity in God's eyes of 
those whose sins have been cleansed by Jesus. Read Isaiah 1:18--"Come now, let us reason together," says the Lord. "Though your sins are like scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool." And John 3:1-3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named 
Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God, for 
no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him." In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the king-
dom of God unless he is born again." 
 Fold in broken nuts. 
 Line cookie sheet with waxed paper. Drop mixture by spoonfuls onto waxed paper. 
 Explain that each mound represents the rocky tomb where Jesus' body was laid. Read Matthew 27:57-60 As evening approached, there came a rich 
man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of Jesus. Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus' body, and Pilate ordered that it be 
given to him. Joseph took the body, wrapped it in clean linen cloth, and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of rock. He rolled a big stone in 
front of the entrance to the tomb and went away. 
 Place the cookie sheet in the oven, close the door and turn the oven OFF. Give each child a piece of tape and seal the oven door. Explain that Je-
sus' tomb was sealed. Read Matthew 27:65-66 "Take a guard," Pilate answered. "Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how." So they went and 
made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting a guard. 
 GO TO BED. Explain that they may feel sad to leave the cookies in the oven overnight. Jesus' followers were in despair when the tomb was sealed. 
Read John 16:20 "I tell you the truth, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, buy your grief will turn to joy." And John 16:22 "So 
with you~ Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy." 
 On Easter morning, open the oven and remove the cookies. Take a bite. Notice the cookies are hollow! 
 On the first Easter Jesus' followers were amazed to find the tomb open and empty. 
 Read Matthew 28:1-9 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 
 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His 
appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. The 
angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; He has risen, just as He said. 
Come and see the place where He lay. Then go quickly and tell His disciples: "He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There 
you will see Him. Now I have told you." So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell His disciples. Suddenly Jesus 
met them, "Greetings," He said. They came to Him, clasped his feet and worshipped Him. 
 
Source;"Simple Pleasures" A collection of favorite recipes, Christian Ministries. 
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SUNDAY             TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY  

8:45 a.m. Prayer Time in the Library      8 a.m.       Quilting  

9:30 a.m. Christian Education       WEDNESDAY  

10:45 a.m. Worship Services in English & Spanish   9:30 a.m. Young Womenõs  Group 

MONDAY             7:00 p.m.  Kids Club & MYF 

12 noon  AA Meeting          7:00 p.m.    Alabanza y Oración   

TUESDAY            7:30 p.m.    Choir Practice  

6:15 a.m. Anabaptist Prayer Gathering     FRIDAY     

6:00 p.m.    Prayer Meeting in the Basement    6:30 p.m. Peace Center      

April 2011  
 

Sun 

 

Mon 

 

Tue 

 

Wed 

 

Thu 

 

Fri  

 

Sat  

     1 

4-8PM 

MCC Auction 

 

2 

7AM Run for 

Relief  

8AM -4PM 

MCC Auction 

3 4 5 

 

 

7PM Deacons 

Meeting  

6 

 

5PM M&S 

6PM Dine Out  

6:30 Trustees  

7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 PALM 

    SUNDAY  

18 19 

 

 

 

7PM Council 

Meeting  

20 21 

 

 

6:30PM Maundy 

Thursday  

Service  

22 GOOD 

     FRIDAY  

23 

24  EASTER 

      SUNDAY  

25 26 27 28 29 30 



 

SUNDAY             TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY  

8:45 a.m. Prayer Time in the Library      8 a.m.       Quilting  

9:30 a.m. Christian Education       WEDNESDAY  

10:45 a.m. Worship Services in English & Spanish   9:30 a.m. Young Womenõs  Group 

MONDAY             7:00 p.m.  Kids Club & MYF 

12 noon  AA Meeting          7:00 p.m.    Alabanza y Oración   

TUESDAY            7:30 p.m.    Choir Practice  

6:15 a.m. Anabaptist Prayer Gathering     FRIDAY     

6:00 p.m.    Prayer Meeting in the Basement          6:30 p.m. Peace Center   
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May 2011 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

1 Friends Day  

Reedley Street 

Faire  

3PM Piano Concert 

With Vivian Fan  

2 3 

 

 

7PM Deacons 

4 

 

6PM Dine Out  

6:30PM Trustees  

5 6 7 

8  Motherõs Day 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15  Church Picnic 16 17 

 

 

7PM Council 

18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     


