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This year the Vox Simonis will be published bi-monthly.  The Vox Simonis is designed to inform the FMC 
Congregation and friends of the congregation of ñGodôs workò through the individuals, families, church 
groups, and the greater community. 

 

 
òHear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your 

strength.  The second is this, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no other 

commandment greater than these.ó 

         Mark 12:29-31 

 

  

 

 

 
Individual submissions are welcome.  Please bring contributions to the church office. You may 
also email submissions to fmcreedley@juno.com 
 
You may now read this newsletter on our website at: www.fmcreedley.org/Worship/Newsletters 

 

WEB SITE INFORMATION 
 

First Mennonite Church now has a website on the internet.  
This publication may be viewed on our website at: 

www.fmcreedley.org 
 

You may email the church office at: 
fmcreedley@juno.com 
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Contact us... 
1208 óLô Street (P.O. Box 111), Reedley, California, 93654  

(559) 638-2917   (559) 637-8826 Fax  
 

Submissions are accepted and are used by discretion of the editor. 
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The Annual MYF Pismo Retreat  
 

For the past half dozen years or so the high school youth from our MYF (Mennonite Youth Fellowship) have trekked over 
to the Central California coast for a retreat.  Traditionally this has happened during the month of March.  We made the 
journey again this year over the March 19-21 weekend.  And once again, we had a really fine time. 
 
Weôve done it enough times so we have some established routines we canôt escape even if we wanted to.  We gather on 
Friday afternoon at 5 p.m.  We stop in Kettleman City.  We get back in our cars and drive the rest of the way to Pismo, 
arriving around 9 p.m.  We get oriented, think through our schedule, and go over house rules late Friday evening.  On 
Saturday morning we make pancakes.  Then we have our first devotional time.  The rest of Saturday is free until the sec-
ond devotional time late on Saturday afternoon.  We go into town for dinner.  Afterwards itôs time for games or just plain 
relaxing.  On Sunday morning we eat rolls and cereal, and then have our last devotional time.  After cleaning up and one 
last visit to the ocean, itôs time to return to Reedley. 
 
This year, sponsors Larry, Ro and I followed this predictable pattern with eight fine youth from our church.  I am happy to 
report that I slept really well both nights, a testimony, I figure, to the fine behavior of our young people. 
 
This yearôs devotional topics centered on themes in our current baptism/membership class.  We thought about disciple-
ship and how we express our belief.  In this context we thought about how Christian faith is expressed in our own con-
gregation.  We also watched the movie, The Radicals, about the early Anabaptists.  The movie focuses on the lives and 
martyrdom of Michael and Margaretha Sattler, two of the early Anabaptists. 
 
Iôve been involved with the youth group of our church since I began serving as a pastor at our church in 1999.  If you 
think about Ro, Larry, and I very long you can quickly conclude that none of us fit the modern stereotype of a youth pas-
tor or youth worker (our fellow sponsors Edith and Isaias are closer!).  We all keep coming back for another year, year 
after year, primarily, I think, because we just plain like the youth of FMC, and itôs fun and enriching to spend some time 
with them most every week. 
 
A reality of our church is that a good percentage of young people grow up in our congregation, but after high school they 
leave and return only for brief cameo visits.  Thatôs so far the case in my family.  I donôt expect any of my sons ever to 
move back to Reedley and become part of our church life at FMC.  For a long time thatôs been the pattern at FMC.   Of 
course, the demographics of our church are gradually changing.  Time will tell whether this pattern, long observed on the 
ñEnglishò side of our congregation, will emerge with equal strength on the ñSpanishò side of our congregation. 
 
If young people who grow up in our church tend to move away, what would it take to attract younger people who are in 
our community?  This is happening to a greater extent in our Spanish language worshiping body and to a lesser extent in 
our English language worshiping body.  Some years ago we helped to launch Church in the Basement which had a defi-
nite young adult focus.  In time Church in the Basement discerned that it was best to chart a more independent course, 
clearly separate from FMC. 

REFLECTIONSREFLECTIONS   

from Steve Penner  
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Shell Beach 
 March 21, 2010 

Back Row: Steve, Annette, Peter, Brian, Zak, Larry 
Front Row: Ro, Manuel, Andy, Yessica, Daisy 

 


