





The Vox Simonis is a monthly publication (with exception of January) of the First Mennonite Church.
The Vox Simonis is designed to inform the FMC Congregation and friends of the congregation of “God’s
work” through the individuals, families, church groups, and the greater community.
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Individual submissions are welcome. Please bring contributions to the church office. You may
also email submissions to fmcreedley@juno.com

WEB SITE INFORMATION

First Mennonite Church now has a website on the internet. To visit the FMC site, go to:
www.fmcreedley.org

You may email the church office at:
fmcreedley@juno.com

EMC STAFF

Stephen Penner, Pastor .........coooiiiiiii i E-mail: stevepenner@yahoo.com

Juan Montes, Pastor ... e E-mail: jvmontes@juno.com
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Dee Patrick, Office Coordinator ..........cc.vevveiiiiiiiin i, E-mail: fmcreedley@juno.com

Paul Reimer, Custodian .........cooviiiiiiii i i E-mail: psreimer@netzero.net
Contact us...
1208 ‘L’ Street (P.O. Box 111), Reedley, California, 93654
(559) 638-2917 (559) 637-8826 Fax

Submissions are accepted and are used by discretion of the editor.
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Remembering the Past, Creating the Future

One of the things | do numerous times every day is grab the back of my neck with my hand and rub it, twist-
ing my head as | do so. Often when | do this the thought springs to mind: that’s exactly what my Dad does!
Yes indeed, | even mimic the way he rubs his neck.

I wish | knew in more depth family systems theory. Edwin Friedman wrote an influential book, From
Generation to Generation, which is foundational in the field. | read it long ago and my own simple under-
standing of it shapes my thinking. Basically | do believe that the ways of thinking and behaving that we
learned long ago in our families of origin shape us powerfully across our lives. The challenge for us as we
grow and mature is to differentiate ourselves, to figure out what of our past we want to embrace and what
we want to set to the side.

| use these very simple ideas when | talk to couples before marrying them. For most any topic—from
handling money to communication to roles—you can ask the question: how was it done in your family of
origin? And then, and how will it be in your marriage?

Friedman’s book talks about both the family and the church or synagogue. Churches, including ours of
course, have a rich history. A lot of people have populated our church before all of us current FMCers got
here. The things that happened long ago in our church have helped to make us what we are today.

This is something that most every pastor I've known at our church has wondered about at some point in
time. What was going on back then, in the early days of our church? What was it like, what was talked
about during the World War 1l years? What about during the Vietnam years? What were the crucible
moments, the things that were said and done, that contributed to who we are today?

It is painful to learn of things that were said or done that have turned people away from our church. While

we may hold that some people who left just weren'’t patient enough, or were too rigid, or simply didn’t care

enough—we have to acknowledge that none of us is without fault, and that we can all use an extra dose of
graciousness.

In church life too it's important to differentiate, to respect and love the past, but at the same time make
forward thinking decisions about the future. Just like a newly-wed couple can decide to live out their
marriage covenant in ways that look strikingly different from what they both individually experienced when
they were younger—so a church can decide to carve out a new future that both appreciates the past and
embraces the new and different, all at the same time.

The shape this might take in our own church life is, of course, a matter for discussion and discernment. At
our church | suppose some of us think that we aren’t really much different today from what we were years
ago. In other words, we just hang on to the past. Others of us feel that we have made remarkable changes
and that we are right in the middle of this struggle to both respect the past and create the new.

In the meantime I'll keep rubbing my neck, reminding myself of my own past. And for the sake of full
disclosure, | believe | grabbed my neck twice since sitting down to write these paragraphs.
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Primera Iglesia Menonita

Origen De Las Siete Palabras
Por: Juan Montes

Los evangelios discrepan

Tanto en las palabras que Jesus pronuncia en la cruz, cuanto en los fendmenos extraordinar-
ios referidos por los evangelistas, inmediatamente antes y después de su muerte, hay diferen-
cias segun cada evangelio.

Asi, en el evangelio de Marcos se refiere solamente como Jesus, antes de morir, dio una gran
voz y dijo en arameo: "jEloi, Eloi lema sabaktani!”, frase inicial del salmo 22, 2, cuya traduccién
indica el evangelista: "Dios mio, Dios mio, ¢por qué me has abandonado?" (Mc 15, 34). Mas
tarde, Jesus dio otra gran voz, sin pronunciar frase alguna, y expird (Mc 15, 37).

El evangelio de Mateo sigue de cerca al de Marcos, transmitiendo solamente esta frase de
Jesus en la cruz e indicando también la traduccién (Mt 27, 46), aunque con ligeras modifica-
ciones textuales.

En el evangelio de Lucas, Jesus habla tres veces antes de morir. En primer lugar dice: "Padre,
perdénalos, porque no saben lo que estan haciendo” (Lc 23, 34); mas tarde, se dirige al buen
ladron con estas palabras: "Te lo aseguro: Hoy estaras conmigo en el paraiso” (Lc 23, 43); fi-
nalmente, antes de expirar, dice el evangelio que "Jesus clamo con voz muy fuerte: “Padre, en
tus manos pongo mi espiritu” (Lc 23, 46).

El evangelista Juan, por su parte, transmite otras tres frases no referidas por los evangelistas
sindpticos. Jesus se dirige en la cruz a su madre y le dice: "Mujer, mira a tu hijo. Luego dijo al
discipulo: Mira a tu madre” (Jn 19, 26-27). Mas adelante, "consciente de que ya todo iba
guedando terminado, dijo: Tengo sed" (Jn 18, 28) y finalmente afiade: "Queda terminado” (Jn
19, 30).

En total, Jesus habla en la cruz siete veces: una en Marcos (referida también por Mateo), tres
en Lucas y otras tres en Juan, lo que dio lugar al tradicional sermén de las "Siete palabras"
gue se predica el Viernes Santo.

Y si esto sucede con las palabras, otro tanto pasa con los fendmenos extraordinarios que,
segun los evangelios sinopticos, acompafaron a la muerte de Jesus, como puede verse en el
cuadro adjunto:

Mateo 27, 45. LAS TINIEBLAS CU-BREN TODA LA TIERRA

"Desde la hora sexta hasta la hora nona toda la tierra estuvo en tinieblas"

Marcos 15, 33. LAS TINIEBLAS CUBREN TODA LA TIERRA

"Al llegar la hora sexta, la tierra entera quedd en tinieblas hasta la hora nona"

Lucas 23, 44-45. LAS TINIEBLAS CUBREN TODA LA TIERRA

"era ya como la hora sexta, cuando la tierra entera quedo en tinieblas hasta la hora nona,
porque se eclipso el sol (v.45)

Jn 19, 17-30



Mateo 27, 51. LA CORTINA DEL SANTUARIO SE RASGA
“Entonces la cortina del santuario se rasgo en dos, de arriba abajo”
Marcos 15, 38 . LA CORTINA DEL SANTUARIO SE RASGA

“y la cortina del santua rio se rasgo en dos, de arriba abajo”

LucaS 23, 45b. LA CORTINA DEL SANTUARIO SE RASGA

“y la cortina del santuario se rasgo por medio"

MAtEO 27, 51a: . LATIERRA TIEMBLA
“la tierra temblo”

MAtEO 27, 51b. LAS ROCAS SE RAJAN
“las rocas se rajaron”

MALTTEO 27, 52. LAS TUMBAS SE ABREN
“las tumbas se abrieron”

MALEO 27, 52a. MUERTOS RESUCITAN
“y muchos cuerpos de santos que habian muerto resucitaron; después que él resucitd, sa-
lieron de las tumbas, entraron en la ciudad santa y se aparecieron a muchos”.

Mateo, Marcos y Lucas tienen en comun la mencion de las tinieblas que cubrieron toda la
tierra desde la hora sexta hasta la nona (de las doce a las tres de la tarde), inmediatamente
antes de la muerte de Jesus, y de la cortina del Santuario que se rasgo, justo después de
Su muerte.

Lucas, como dato propio, interpreta las tinieblas como un eclipse de sol.

Mateo, por su parte, sorprende al afiadir otros fendbmenos prodigiosos no referidos por
ningun otro evangelio: un temblor de tierra, el rajarse de las rocas, las tumbas que se
abren, y los muertos que resucitan y visitan la ciudad santa de Jerusalén, apareciéndose a
muchos.

Finalmente llama la atencién que el evangelio de Juan no refiera ninguno de estos
fendmenos. Juan dice simplemente que Jesus, "reclinando la cabeza, entrego el
Espiritu” (Jn 19, 30).

Ante este desacuerdo entre los evangelistas, queda claro que cada uno de ellos ha pasado

por su propia experiencia de vida, presentan su redaccion literaria y teoldgica las circun-
stancias de la muerte de Jesus para presentarlas a un publico en cada caso diferente.
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1 Community Outreach - Thailand/Laos Mission workers Pat and Rad Houmphan request
prayer for the medical team of three physicians and a nurse from North America conducting medi-
cal clinics this week in rural villages around Borabu, Thailand, and next week in Laos.

2 Community Outreach - U.S.  Please pray for the groups coming to serve with DOOR
(Discovering Opportunities for Outreach and Reflection) during their spring breaks. Remember
the city directors who provide guidance for them.

3 Community Outreach - U.S.  Pray for Radical Journey staff members of Mission Network as
they articulate vision for this program and learn from participants and partners what it means to
join in God’s work.

4 Community Outreach - Germany Dan and Nicole Hershberger, Germany, request prayer for
continued growth of relationships with people they encounter through Military Counseling Net-
work, language classes with international students and with youth in the church.

5 Community Outreach - U.S.  Praise God for a new Mennonite Voluntary Service unit in Madi-
son, Wis. Pray that MVS will be enriched by its contribution to the program.

6 Community Outreach - India/Indonesia Pray for the 45 church planters in India and Indone-
sia who were trained by a Mission Network couple in the past few months to start a small busi-
ness, thus sustaining them financially and building good relationships in their communities.

7 Community Outreach - U.S.  Pray for the Service Adventure unit in Albany, Ore., serving at
Mennonite Village and through mediation services and after-school programs: Allison Eanes,
Corinne Jager, Eve Janzen, Josh Kanagy, Curt and Karin Weaver.

8 Community Outreach - U.S.  Pray for SOOP volunteers serving at the International Guest
House in Washington, D.C., as they support this hospitality ministry through maintenance, house-
keeping and office tasks.

9 Community Outreach - Japan  Mission associates Akiko Aratani and Ray Epp report that
many young people come to Menno Village in Hokkaido, Japan, in search of work or to learn how
to grow food during these uncertain times. Pray they may be drawn into the community of faith.
10 Community Outreach - U.S.  Pray that the Church and Community Economic Development
Partnership, an inter-Mennonite venture, will find ways to fund the partnership so it can effectively
address the economic needs of urban congregations.

11 Church Ministry - Spain  This Easter weekend, the Mennonite church in Burgos, Spain, is
having its church retreat and embracing another church group. Connie and Dennis Byler ask for
prayer that the Spirit will lead and shower them with God’s love.

12 Church Ministry - U.S. Pray for international ministries staff of Mission Network as they listen
carefully to God’s direction for new ministries and new ways of operating, seeking to be more
faithful in our rapidly changing world.

13 Church Ministry - Burkina Faso Donna and Loren Entz request prayer that the Eglise
Evangélique Mennonite du Burkina Faso will effectively and sensitively proclaim the good news
during this month which is ideal for evangelism events.

14 Church Ministry - Ecuador  Pray for God’s grace for short-term worker Amelia Brandt as
she adjusts to life in Quito, Ecuador, and works with the church there. Remember especially her
work with refugee families.

15 Church Ministry - U.S.  Pray for guidance for leaders of Mennonite Church USA area con-
ferences in the Atlantic Northeast region as they explore ways to partner and develop strategies
to plant churches.

12 Q‘%ﬁ@ (Continued on next page) ===>
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16 Church Ministry - Argentina Mission intern Elizabeth Nachtigall requests prayer for the
Seminario Intensivo de Misione, a year-long study program for people interested in mission and/
or preparing for work in the Patagonia, Argentina. Pray for Delbert Erb and other leaders who
give direction.

17 Church Ministry - U.S.  Pray for the Lord’s call to be clear in the lives of current Mennonite
Voluntary Service participants who are considering serving an additional year.

18 Church Ministry - Burkina Faso Julia Smucker requests prayer for the Christians in Kour-
inion, Burkina Faso, who recently have begun listening to the oral Bible in the Jula language on
a weekly basis.

19 Church Ministry - China/North America Seven Chinese pastors plan to meet with North
American pastors and congregations in a learning tour. Jeanette Hanson requests prayer that
God will break down barriers of language and culture to enable deep sharing of lives and minis-
try.

20 Church Ministry - Brazil ~ Mission associates Colleen and Pablo Fast have moved from
Manaus to Labrea, Brazil, to help the church during a leadership transition. Pray they can build
trust in the new leadership that will continue after they leave.

21 Church Ministry - U.S.  Pray for the planting of new churches in the U.S. Each month,
Mennonite Media has contact with people asking for Mennonite churches in locations where
there are few.

22 Ministry - Israel  Mission workers in Israel see a great openness among Israelis to hear the
good news of Messiah Yeshua. Pray for much new life to come during this harvest time.

23 Teaching - Middle East A mission worker requests prayer for ministries of service and
education among Christians displaced by war in the Middle East.

24 Teaching - France/Switzerland  Pray for Linda Oyer, France, as she teaches today
through Sunday in the Spiritual Direction program of 45 Christian leaders in Switzerland. This is
a cooperative effort by the Paris Mennonite Center and the Baptist Pastoral School.

25 Teaching - China  Julie and Phil Bender, Mennonite Partners in China teachers in
Chongging, China, are increasingly aware of being observed in their classrooms and on cam-
pus. Pray that their lives will embody the compassion and character of Christ.

26 Teaching - U.S. Pray for Dr. E. Nufiez, tutor, and students studying Introduction to the Bible
at the new Instituto Biblico Anabautista center at Ebenezer Christian Church, Apopka, Fla. Ask
that this new ministry may be a blessing to the congregation and community.

27 Teaching - Mongolia  Drew Robinson requests prayer that prison staff will have permission
to attend his English classes taught to inmates in two prisons in Darhan, Mongolia. A good rela-
tionship with staff is vital to having freedom to relate with inmates.

28 Teaching - Lithuania  Betsy and Steve Dintaman, Lithuania, ask for your prayers that stu-
dents graduating from LCC International University will find jobs where they can apply the val-
ues and skills they have learned at LCC.

29 Ministry with Women - Mongolia Tonya Starner, Mongolia, requests prayer that women
married to alcoholic and abusive husbands will stand strong in faith as they grow in their per-
sonal relationship with God. Pray that they will influence their marriage in positive ways.

30 Ministry with Children - Nepal Pray for a weekly outreach to neighborhood children led by
a mission worker and her colleague in Nepal. Ask for community goodwill and opportunities to
share the good news through this fun time.

Prayer Vine is published monthly by Mennonite Mission Network www.MennoniteMission.net
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